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Executive Summary
Background
The Ferguslie Park Green Network Project is promoted by the Glasgow &
Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership and is one of the Green Network’s
neighbourhood projects. The aim of the project is to look at ways to improve
the quality of the urban environment, to enhance quality of life for residents,
to strengthen biodiversity, to help create new economic opportunities for local
people and to see how Ferguslie Park can link to other parts of the Green
Network.
The Area
Ferguslie Park has largely been rebuilt over the last 20 years with public
and private investment. However, it is still an area of deprivation, with
environmental issues needing to be addressed such as:
•
The extent of redundant open space.
•
The poor biodiversity.
•
The importance of protected spaces with the potential to be developed
as community spaces.
•
The impact of the quality of gardens as well as open spaces to the
image of Ferguslie Park.
•
The importance of entry points to accessibility and the image of
Ferguslie Park as well as the presence of barriers to pedestrian and
cycle routes in and out of Ferguslie Park.
•
The impact of proposed developments and their potential to enhance
the area.
•
Long term maintenance.
Consultation
A series of consultation workshops and events were held with local people,
together with the many agencies working with the local community and the
environment. These sessions revealed a great desire for relatively small scale
community-based projects such as allotments, nature trails, bike tracks and a
gradual build up to more ambitious projects.
It is also useful to note the large number of agencies working in the area with
an interest in the environment and the beneﬁts of a co-ordinated mutuallysupportive approach.

Proposals
A list of 18 possible projects were identiﬁed from consultation and analysis
work. They have been costed to identify the extent of investment required.
Also, through the consultation, a table of short – mid – long term approaches
prioritising delivery was drawn up showing where early action could be taken.
A list of these approaches also indicates which organisations would probably
be best to take them forward.
A key step would be to set up a speciﬁc Ferguslie Green Network Group,
representing all interested parties, that could co-ordinate how best to
take forward the projects, with a development worker dedicated to the
implementation of projects.
A general comment from residents noted that there had been a number of
seemingly successful environmental projects in the past, such as the work by
the Community Business. However they had only received 2-3 years funding
and then had to close down, so raising expectations only to see potential and
goodwill left unfulﬁlled.
Therefore, it is important that a way is found to sustain projects over a longer
timescale, probably a minimum of 5 years, to make a sustained improvement
to the environment in Ferguslie Park and fulﬁl the great potential that exists
there.
Links
The Green Network is also very much about making physical links locally
and across the region as well as sharing good practice and ideas between
communities, so encouraging their enthusiasm for positive change.
It is important that physical links are enhanced by cycle and on foot from
Ferguslie Park to the Centre of Paisley, to St James’ Station, to the National
Cycle Network and to adjacent countryside. Environmental projects also link
with the Green Network’s thematic projects which improve mental health,
improve biodiversity and build a stronger community. These are explained in
greater detail under section 4.3.
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1.1 Context - Wider Government Policy

1.0 Introduction

The Green Network Partnership can be seen in the context of the wider government policy on sustainable development as set out in the
National Policy Framework for Sustainable Development.
This is a priority that is shared across the UK and the international community. Scotland signed up to a new UK shared framework for
sustainable development, One future - different paths, which sets out a common goal for sustainable development across the UK (see
appendix 1 for more information).
It sets out the measures that the government will take in Scotland to turn the framework into action.
The Green Network Partnership sits within the context of the framework, ‘Living within environmental limit’ and ‘ensuring a strong, healthy
and just society.’
The strategy also draws out the connections between issues, making the links between problems that are often presented as disparate
and disconnected. This is also a key theme within the Green Network Partnership.

UK shared framework:
principles for sustainable
development diagram.
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1.2 The Green Network

1.0 Introduction cont...

The creation of the Green Network is a strategic development priority in the Glasgow and
Clyde Valley Structure Plan. This aims to achieve a step change in the environmental quality
of the structure plan area and contribute to the economic and social regeneration of the
area. To this end the Glasgow & Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership was set up to take
forward these principles within the 8 local authority areas covered by the Structure Plan.
The Green Network Partnership mission statement is:
“partnership working to develop and sustain a high quality Green Network across the
Glasgow and Clyde Valley metropolitan region, transforming the environment to improve the
region’s competitiveness for investment, enhance quality of life, promote biodiversity and the
sustainable use of natural resources, and encourage more healthy lifestyles.”
The Green Network Partnership is promoting and supporting the delelopment, categorised
under the following themes:
• Stronger communities
• Health improvement
• Biodiversity and the environment
• Enterprise development
The Green Network is being developed strategically across a number of major regeneration
areas including Clyde Waterfront, Clyde Gateway, Ravenscraig and Inverclyde, and also
within the Gartloch-Gartcosh community growth corridor.

1. Greenock
2. Dumbarton
3. Glasgow
4. Paisley
5. East Kilbride
6. Kirkintilloch
7. Cumbernauld
8. Airdrie
9. Motherwell
10. Lanark

At a more local level, neighbourhood Green Networks are being created within Ferguslie
Park, Gowkthrapple and Govan, as exemplars of what can be achieved working with local
communities. These all focus on the 4 themes set out above.
1.3 The Ferguslie Park Green Network Project
Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects were appointed in September 2007 by Glasgow & Clyde
Valley Green Network Partnership to take forward the Ferguslie Park Green Network Project.
A brief outline of the project is set out below.

Ferguslie Park, Paisley

Further information can be found at the Glasgow & Clyde Valley Green Network
Partnership - web site: www.gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk

This project will explore ways in which the Green Network can contribute to the development
of a stronger community and help tackle issues of deprivation. The project will identify
opportunities for developing the Ferguslie Park component of the Green Network in ways that
improve the quality of the urban environment, enhance quality of life for residents, strengthen
biodiversity and help create new economic opportunities for local people. The study will look
both at the provision of greenspace within Ferguslie Park itself and opportunities to create
links with other areas of Paisley and the wider Green Network.
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2.0 understanding the area

mike hyatt landscape architects’ analysis
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2.1 From The Air
The adjacent aerial photograph shows the
boundary to Ferguslie Park outlined in purple.
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2.2 The Land

(zoning and maintenance)

The landscape in Ferguslie Park
has been surveyed by Renfrewshire
Council in accordance with Pan 65
categories, but for the purposes of this
study we have zoned the landscape
as indicated on the adjacent plan. The
aim is to categorise the space in a way
that helps explain the key issues and
relates to the proposed actions plan.
It is also important that management
of the open spaces includes a
programme of repairs and maintenance
keeping the environment in the estate
to a high standard. While maintenance
of open spaces seems to be adequate,
repairs to damaged paving and
repainting and repairs to fencing
appears to be lacking.

damaged paving

fences in need of painting

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510
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© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

2.3 Open Spaces and Wild Areas
The type of open space determines what potential it can offer for enhancement
and development:
Recreation and Play
Grass areas for kickabout, a fenced ball court and play areas provide a range of
facilities. However, parts of Ferguslie Park lack a play area close by and only one
recently developed play area has modern challenging equipment. The remainder
require upgrading.
Protected Areas
These are important areas to the rear of schools, churches and community
buildings. They provide spaces that can be developed with features that would
otherwise be prone to vandalism if in an open space, such as wildlife gardens,
allotments and sensory gardens.
Parks
There are really only two parks in the area, at Glencoats and South Candren. Both
have great potential but appear run down and suffer high levels of vandalism. It is
important to maintain these areas to a higher standard and carry out developments
but only with high levels of engagement with the community.
General Maintained Open Space
One feature of Ferguslie Park is the large expanse of mown grass with no
particular use. Many are areas of previously demolished houses that can now not
be built on due to ﬂooding risk. This means that only landscape based uses can
now be found for them.

development site

existing park

bland undeﬁned open space

Natural Grass Lands
There are many areas of wet grass land that are difﬁcult to maintain, but are
ideal as areas that can be developed and managed as meadow increasing the
biodiversity of the landscape.
Natural Scrub and Low Woodland
These areas are mainly associated with the disused railway line and are of
high wildlife value. These should be enhanced, managed, protected and, where
appropriate, access created for local residents to enjoy.
The above spaces form a network across Ferguslie Park. Managing, improving
and forming links between them will be important in creating a healthy and
sustainable environment serving the needs of local people, enhancing their lives
and increasing the wildlife value of the area.

protected spaces around Ferguslie which have potential for community uses
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© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

2.4 Gardens
Gardens represent the largest amount of green
space in Ferguslie Park. They greatly inﬂuence
the visual quality and image of the place,
and have potential to enhance biodiversity
and provide areas of outdoor recreation for
residents.
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2.5 Connections

By Foot
Popular routes from Ferguslie Park tend to be to the shops, Paisley
Town Centre and to catch buses and trains. Pedestrian access is very
poor despite being only 15-20 minutes walk from the Town Centre, due
to the railway embankments restricting the number and quality of access
points. Overcoming the barriers by improving the entry/exit points would
encourage people to walk to other parts of Paisley.
Future developments at the Phoenix Business Park and new housing
on the northern edge of Ferguslie Park need to be accessible for people
from Ferguslie Park via good quality footpaths.
The red dotted line on the plan shows routes within Ferguslie Park that
could link to the local Core Path Network.

By Cycle
There are no formal cycle routes that connect to the area and the issue
of entry/exit points is a problem, as described above. The National Cycle
Route 7 passes just to the south of the estate offering good access to a
long distance recreational route. However, safe routes are needed to link
Ferguslie Park to the Town Centre and possible areas of employment,
such as Phoenix Business Park and Glasgow Airport.
By Car
The estate is very well positioned for quick vehicle access to the
M8 motorway and a network of A roads. The barriers that exist for
pedestrians and cyclists do not affect motorists, resulting in Ferguslie
Park being well connected
users,
withSPT
thearea
centre of Glasgow
Localfor
rail car
services
in the
Railway services
operated byaway.
First ScotRail on behalf of Transport Scotland. Subway operated by SPT
being only 15-20
minutes
By Rail
St James’ station on the eastern edge of the estate gives good access to
the rail network; this will be enhanced once the airport rail link is built with
trains to Glasgow Central every 15 minutes. Use of this facility needs
to be encouraged by making pedestrian and cycle routes to the station
attractive and safe to use.
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2.6 Routes Within Ferguslie Park and Entry Points
© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

St James
railway
station

There is much potential to develop a
good system of cycle and walking routes
around Ferguslie Park. These would give
recreational routes for residents but also
better connect Ferguslie Park to surrounding
areas and provide access through the area
for people from outside thereby breaking
down the stigma that still surrounds
Ferguslie Park.
Ferguslie Park is unusual in being almost
completely contained by three railway
embankments, two of which are still in use.
It is important that where roads and paths
pass under these, safe routes exist that also
create a very positive image for the area as
entry points.

entry points
super
market

short-cuts

super
market

secluded but scenic
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2.7 Development Sites
© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

A number of proposed developments have either received
planning approval, are still going through the planning
process or are being promoted as potential development
sites.
St. Mirren Stadium
The new stadium for St. Mirren Football Club is a major
development that has planning permission. Its impact will be
to bring a signiﬁcant number of people to the eastern edge
of Ferguslie Park and it will dominate the eastern entrance
to the estate. However, the opportunity to contribute to
improving the image and approach to Ferguslie Park does
not appear to have been fully realised. Congestion will also
be a potential hazard for residents.
New Housing North of Ferguslie Park
This development is going through the planning process
and has the potential to help Ferguslie Park break out of the
conﬁnes of the railway embankments surrounding it and help
connect it to the wider community. Implications are that the
possible removal of sections of the embankment can create
good pedestrian/cycle links to facilities such as the Tannahill
Centre and the station, but at the same time this should not
prevent the potential use of the disused railway line as a
peripheral linking route around the edge of the estate.
Extension to Phoenix Business Park
This development is going through the planning process and
is a potential site of employment for residents of Ferguslie
Park. Good pedestrian/cycle routes should be provided,
along with links to the St. James’ railway station, potentially
via the disused railway line.
Housing and retail development sites within the estate which
are to be promoted to developers should seek to enhance
existing pedestrian/cycle routes within Ferguslie Park. More
signiﬁcantly, the successful development of these sites will
rely on whether the St. Mirren development will beneﬁt the
environmental improvement of the area and whether issues
regarding the wider access and entry points discussed in
section 2.6 are addressed so as to impact on the image of
the area.
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2.8 Analysis Summary
Despite the improvements to the housing
stock in Ferguslie Park there are still
signiﬁcant environmental problems as well
as opportunities. Some of the key points that
emerged from the analysis of the site are
summarised below:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Extent of open space within Ferguslie
Park that does not signiﬁcantly contribute
to the four Green network themes.
Poor biodiversity.
The signiﬁcance of protected spaces
with the potential to be developed as
community spaces.
The signiﬁcance of gardens to the image
of Ferguslie Park.
The extent of physical barriers to
pedestrian and cycle routes in and out
of Ferguslie Park, as well as security
problems on some routes within the
estate.
The importance of entry points to the
accessibility and image of Ferguslie Park.
The impact of proposed developments
and their potential to enhance the area.
Issues surrounding maintenance and
repairs.
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3.0 consultation
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3.1 Consultation Introduction
Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects carried out
the consultation process working in association
with Rattlin’ Boag who are experts in running
education and consultation workshops.
The two companies have worked in close
collaboration on this aspect of many similar
projects in the past with Mike Hyatt Landscape
Architects leading on consultation with
agencies and the wider community, and Rattlin’
Boag focusing on working with young people
and helping to facilitate public events.
The following pages outline the consultation
process and a list of consultee organisations
can be found in the appendix.
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Rattlin’ Boag Play Company Consultation Outline
Project:

‘Routes, Barriers
and Entrances’

Date:
Client:

Ferguslie Park Master Plan
Youth Consultation
November 2007
Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects Ltd
Glasgow & Clyde Valley
Green Network Partnership
<www.gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk>
The GCV Green Network vision is:

“partnership working to develop and sustain
a high quality Green Network across the
Glasgow and Clyde Valley metropolitan region,
transforming the environment to improve
the region’s competitiveness for investment,
enhance quality of life, promote biodiversity
and the sustainable use of natural resources,
and encourage more healthy lifestyles.”
Rattlin’ Boag Play Company
Tassy Thompson
play@rattlinboag.com
Rattlin’ Boag Workshop Coordinator:
Caroline Campbell
(clip_this@hotmail.com)
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
The focus within this process was to:
•
Impart knowledge of the purpose of the consultation and the possible outcomes regarding future possibilities for
environmental improvements.
•
Raise awareness of those involved to the democratic opportunities to affect the process of environmental
regeneration and changes to their built environment.
•
Raise awareness of those young persons involved to the rights they have and in particular The United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child articles 4,12,13,14,15 and 31.
•
Gather opinions about the Ferguslie Park area with particular focus on the issues regarding entrances, routes and
barriers to the safe access to all areas for work, play and recreation.
•
Offer options and ideas for environmental improvements by introducing participants to built design precedents that
might inform their choices in commenting and participating in the process of environmental change.
•
Create links between Ferguslie Park’s local organisations and regional organisations.
•
Explore options and gather expressions of interest for further involvement and hands on participation in
environmental improvement activities.

Extent and Objectives
Consultation Objectives:
The objective of the consultation process was
to carry out participatory workshops in order to
generate local feedback on the built environment
(public realm) of the Ferguslie Park residential area
in Paisley.

One further objective of the consultation process is that all of the above will contribute to the strengthening of the
community, empowering local residents in different organisations through inclusion and discussion. The workshops
included a range of participatory activities to engage a diverse audience appropriate to their age and interests. These
include interviewing, discussion, drawing, photography, video walkabout, collage and model making.
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Workshop Content Overview:

3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Participating Groups

Introduction to the workshop facilitators and how we ﬁt into this urban planning project: who are we working
for?

Ferguslie Library (12-15 Mon + Wed)
Andrew Givan

Awareness raising activity: what is being asked and why, how it ﬁts into local plans and public realm use/
development (using drawing exercise with pre-printed maps).

Young Scot Club (14-17yrs Fridays)
Janice Tocker

Why do we ask? United Nations Charter for the Rights of the Child activity (and where appropriate info on
Planning Act (Scotland).

John Boscos (5-12yrs Tuesday)
Angela Docherty

Mapping the area: selection of mapping activities to record good aspects of the area, interesting local
knowledge and opinions on difﬁculties and challenges (use of video walk about/projected map drawing activity
with colour coded tags/dots etc. and photo collage).

Step Forward
Mhairi McKean

Next Stage: where does this info go? Timescales and process.

All Sorts Club (8-12 yrs Tuesdays)
Margaret Cannon Tannahill Centre

Participants’ expectations: postcard exercise. Options for further involvement (discussion activity with
precedents).
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Tannahill Centre Young Scot Club
Conclusion
This group session was very short and it would be recommended to have further sessions. Overall the
feedback was focused around resources for sport and physical activities. The young people wanted spaces for
cycling, football and outdoor play.

Outputs
All Sorts

Very Good

Play
Nature

2

Good

Average

Poor

2

5

3

1

4

3

Health/Leisure
Outdoor/Events

3
3

4

Very Poor

Activities: Awareness raising exercise, mapping
activities.
Age group: 8 -13 yrs
Group size: 10
Process
An introductory exercise was carried out to
ascertain opinions about Ferguslie Park outdoor
areas, speciﬁcally regarding play, nature, sports/
leisure and outdoor events. The participants’
responses and opinions to the questions on these
areas was measured by asking participants to
stand somewhere on a line marked with a plus
symbol and negative symbol. The results are
collated below. The activity was linked to a short
session to raise awareness and understanding of
United Nations Convention for the Rights of the
Child, in particular articles 12, 14, 15 and 31.
A mapping activity gave opportunity for participants
to collate information about their area, speciﬁcally
marking areas they felt were either good, bad or
had potential to be changed in the future.

7

3
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
St. Fergus School, John Bosco Club
Conclusion
The participants in these groups all discussed the ‘river’ (Candren Burn) which is accessed by a single isolated
route. They sited adults hanging around as a problem and that the paths to the river are unwelcoming and
very overgrown. They expressed a lot of interest in improving access to the Candren Burn where a lot of
young persons would like to spend time. Several participants mentioned feeling threatened in The Privies due
to recent reports of a potential safety threat. Everyone thought the Privies area was a valuable resource but
too scary to be accessible at the moment.

Outputs
All Sorts

Very Good

Good

Average

Poor

Very Poor

Play

5

3

4

3

1

Nature

7

4

3

2

Health/Leisure

2

1

7

6

6

5

1

1

Outdoor/Events

3

Activities: Awareness raising exercise, mapping
activities, precedents and expectations
Age group: 6-9yrs
Group size: 16
Process
An introductory exercise was carried out to
ascertain opinions about Ferguslie Park outdoor
areas speciﬁcally regarding play, nature, sports/
leisure and outdoor events. This was an oral
and physical response exercise measured by
asking participants to indicate opinion by standing
somewhere along a line with plus and minus
extremes of reaction. The activity was used to
gather opinion avoiding written language. It was
also a starting point to raise awareness of the
United Nations Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in
particular articles 12, 14, 15 and 31.
The mapping activity gave opportunity for
participants to collate information about their
area, speciﬁcally marking areas they felt were
either good, bad or had potential to be changed in
the future. During this activity participants noted
possible ideas for speciﬁc areas. Precedents of
participatory projects were presented to gauge the
interest and possible involvement of participants.
The context of these examples were nature/
environmental projects, public art/seating and
public events.
Red - Bad areas to be altered and improved.
Green - Good areas with features to retain.
Blue - ‘Non-place’ areas with potential for
development
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
St. Fergus School, John Bosco Club
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Tannerhill Centre, All Sorts Club
Conclusion
The group felt that most of the playgrounds were boring and too similar and that access to outdoor sports was
lacking for their age group. The discussion during the mapping activity was drawn to the idea of a cycle path.
There is an existing cycle path to Loch Winnoch, but at present the entrance to this is over a busy road and
the group are keen to ﬁnd ways to make this safe and accessible for a future cycle club. There was a lot of
interest in participatory public art, i.e. “ there is an old fallen tree that could be used or recycling old seating to
create new ones. ”

Outputs
All Sorts

Very Good

Good

Play

2

2

1

Nature

3

1

1

Health/Leisure

2

1

2

Outdoor/Events

Average

Poor

2

Very Poor

3

Activities: Awareness raising exercise, mapping
activities, precedents and expectations.
Age group: 6-9yrs
Group size: 5
Process
An introductory exercise was carried out to
ascertain opinions about Ferguslie Park outdoor
areas speciﬁcally regarding play, nature, sports/
leisure and outdoor events. This was an oral
and physical response exercise measured by
asking participants to indicate opinion by standing
somewhere along a line with plus and minus
extremes of reaction. The activity was used to
gather opinion avoiding written language. It was
also a starting point to raise awareness of the
United Nations Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in
particular articles 12, 14, 15 and 31.
The mapping activity gave opportunity for
participants to collate information about their
area, speciﬁcally marking areas they felt were
either good, bad or had potential to be changed in
the future. During this activity participants noted
possible ideas for speciﬁc areas. Precedents of
participatory projects were presented to gauge the
interest and possible involvement of participants.
The context of these examples were nature/
environmental projects, public art/seating and
public events.
Red - Bad areas to be altered and improved.
Green - Good areas with features to retain.
Blue - ‘Non-place’ areas with potential for
development.
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Tannahill Centre, All Sorts Club
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Consultation

Mates of Out of School Learning

The areas identiﬁed by this group as barriers were the underpasses, where groups or gangs hang out and
make the area threatening. Other than this the group did not identify any other problem areas, although there
were negative feelings about the Privies due to one recent incident. The participants felt that the teenagers
have no places to meet outside and expressed a lot of interest in the idea of a sculptural feature or pavilion for
seating.

Activities: Awareness raising exercise, mapping
activities, precedents and expectations
Age group: 6-9yrs
Group size: 3

Outputs
All Sorts

Very Good

Good

Average

Play
Nature

Poor

Very Poor
3

3

Health/Leisure

3

Outdoor/Events

3

Process
An introductory exercise was carried out to
ascertain opinions about Ferguslie Park outdoor
areas speciﬁcally regarding play, nature, sports/
leisure and outdoor events. This was an oral
and physical response exercise measured by
asking participants to indicate opinion by standing
somewhere along a line with plus and minus
extremes of reaction. The activity was used to
gather opinion avoiding written language. It was
also a starting point to raise awareness of the
United Nations Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in
particular articles 12, 14, 15 and 31.
The mapping activity gave opportunity for
participants to collate information about their
area, speciﬁcally marking areas they felt were
either good, bad or had potential to be changed in
the future. During this activity participants noted
possible ideas for speciﬁc areas. Precedents of
participatory projects were presented to gauge the
interest and possible involvement of participants.
The context of these examples were nature/
environmental projects, public art/seating and
public events. Participants also made models of a
possible meeting/seating area for teenagers.
Red - Bad areas to be altered and improved.
Green - Good areas with features to retain.
Blue - ‘Non-place’ areas with potential for
development.

25

Ferguslie Park Green Network

3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Ferguslie Community Library
Mates of Out of School Learning
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Conclusion

Step Forward Young Leaders Group

The members of this group are training to become youth workers and their responses to most questions were
answered in relation to how youth groups would be affected. They saw drinking in the parks as one main
reason why play areas are little used and vandalised, and that the drinking culture had increased three fold
since they were around 10 years old. They talked a lot about the gangs that hang around the perimeters of
Ferguslie Park and although there was anxiety about these groups, the opinion was that fear creates fear,
that these young persons are ‘lost and need to be involved in something positive’ and that avoiding areas that
could give access to nature was very negative and defeatist. They felt that outdoor sports are very lacking in
the area, citing a basketball court or some sort of pared down assault course as desirable for youngsters. As
trainee youth workers they felt that getting outside and interacting with nature would be extremely beneﬁcial to
young people: a nature walk along Candren Burn or getting to the woods behind the park for regular walking
and activities as part of their youth work. Their main ideas are the Witches Grave/Monument, Community
Allotment (see detailed outline) and the scope for using Ferguslie Park landscaped areas, in the actual park,
for outdoor community events.

Activities: Awareness raising exercise, mapping
activities, video walkabout, precedents and
expectations
Age group: 17-21
Group size: 4

Outputs
Young Leaders

Very Good

Good

Play

2

2

Nature
Health/Leisure
Outdoor/Events

2

Average

Poor

3

1

1

1

1

2

1

Very Poor

Process
An introductory exercise was carried out to
ascertain opinions about Ferguslie Park outdoor
areas speciﬁcally regarding play, nature,
sports/leisure and outdoor events. Response
was measured by asking participants to stand
somewhere on a line marked with a positive symbol
and negative symbol. This technique was then
applied to raise awareness of pertinent UNCRC
rights including articles 12,13,14,15 and 31.
A mapping activity gave an opportunity for
participants to collate information about their
area, speciﬁcally marking areas they felt were
either good, bad or had potential to be changed
in the future. During this activity participants
noted possible ideas for speciﬁc areas. After our
discussion, we collected video and photographic
documentation in Ferguslie Park, speciﬁcally the
Witches Grave/Monument and general features of
the park area in relation to the groups ideas.
Precedents of participatory projects were presented
to gauge the interest and possible involvement of
participants. The context of these examples were
nature/environmental, public art/seating and public
events.
Red - Bad areas to be altered and improved.
Green - Good areas with features to retain.
Blue - ‘Non-place’ areas with potential for
development.
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Step Forward Young Leaders Group
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3.2 Young People’s Consultation
Possible Future Projects

‘Routes, Barriers and Entrances’
Ferguslie Park
Young Person’s Consultation Report

Candren Burn (Nature) Walk
There is potential to make good the path that runs by the old railway along the Candren Burn. It is hoped that the path could be cleaned, possibly
widened, bins erected, information boards installed highlighting the local nature and landmarks, and the burn water and swamp cleaned of
rubbish and over growth. These improvements would mean that a local walkway could be promoted to groups of all ages. The community
would beneﬁt from this as a means of interaction with their local outdoor environment, offering access to nature in terms of wildlife and
vegetation. Careful management of this would be required to protect the biodiversity of the area. This would also encourage activity beneﬁcial to
residents’ health and well-being. There is potential for community involvement in this project, where groups could assist in the general clean up of
the path as well as assisting in the design and content of information boards, seating or waymarkers.

Allotment at Step Forward
There is an unused green space at the rear of the Step Forward building. This space is approx. 40 feet square and could become a cooperative
allotment space for all the users of Step Forward. The resulting crops could either be shared amongst Step Forward users, sold for fundraising
purposes or used in education as a way to promote involvement in the allotment. This recommendation has been put to the committee members
of Step Forward as a possibility for the future and a response is imminent. To establish and create as a viable working allotment it is preferable
that a relevant expert should be employed to consult and assist in the landscaping and design of the allotment along with education and training
for the group leaders for the future running of the allotment.

Witches Monument, Ferguslie Park
In the woodland area of the park there is a historical monument which indicates one place where witches were hanged. Many local teenagers
are aware of the site and, although it has been run down for many years, it is viewed as a valuable and unique local landmark. There is a
concrete/mosaic type monument created during the 1980s which is partially destroyed and the area is very overgrown with a vague pathway
through the shrubs as access to the site. It is thought that the area could be restored and improved by removing the overgrown ivy, shrubs and
bushes, creating a path possibly with wood chip and bordering, restoring the old monument or creating a new one and installing information
boards. Trainee youth workers from Step Forward suggested this project, indicating that they could bring their future youth groups to the site, as
an educational tool and also outdoor activity. There is a lot of potential for community involvement here, assisting in the cleaning up and cutting
back of overgrowth and in the design of the new site/monument.

Public art/seating
All the groups expressed enthusiasm for the possibility of public art or seating in the green areas of Ferguslie Park. Involvement in the design
process and construction (where possible) will be an essential part of maintaining this level of enthusiasm. On discussion of this, each Youth
Worker for the groups commented on the positive effect this type of project could have on young persons from the community, citing increasing
self conﬁdence and self worth as outcomes. There is a public art sculpture outside the Tannahill Centre, completed 13 years ago, which includes
bronze hand prints of those involved. This type of personal imprint is popular, whether it is a hand print or perhaps words chosen by young
persons inscribed on a piece of art. This enclosed area is being looked at by the Ferguslie Park Housing Association who have asked the Rattlin’
Boag Play Company to provide costings and an outline approach for early January 2008. The overall approach for this will be to create a space
for all ages with seating, art and special features with interactive/play value, possibly including water and sound.
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3.3 Green Network Workshop Event
The aim of this event was to consult with those living and working in the area, and those who have an interest
in or can inﬂuence and assist with the environment in Ferguslie Park. People attending included invitees as
well as members of the public who may have seen posters etc. publicising the event. It was an opportunity for
people who might see it as a resource, or as an issue, or as an employment opportunity etc. to come along to
a workshop session formatted by Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects as follows:
Introduction
Mike Hyatt set out the themes of the project as promoted by The Green Network:
•
Building a Stronger Community
•
Health
•
Biodiversity
•
Employment
ISSUES
Update on Work so Far
A short presentation by Mike Hyatt on work so far, identifying issues and key factors affecting the environment
in Ferguslie Park.
Workshop Issues Discussion
A very controlled and focused open debate for the whole room and smaller group discussions to produce a list
of key issues.
IDEAS
Exemplar Project
A short presentation from Jo Thomson of the Forestry Commission showing the successful environment-based
project at Gamscadden Wood in Drumchapel. The aim was to show what would be possible in Ferguslie Park.
•
Drumchapel Green Workmates Project
Workshop Ideas Discussion
A brainstorming session was carried out in smaller groups again to look at:
- Solutions to problems.
- Opportunities for new work/projects (forestry/allotments/play area).
- Their feasibility.
- Who could make them happen?
- Who could fund them?
- Solutions to long term maintenance.
- Summarise with list of short and long term actions.
Follow Up
Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects have produced proposal plans based on the information collected.
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3.3 Green Network Workshop Event - table of results

SHORT TERM
Community engagement
- Garden competitions
- Garden Fete
Clear ups (Day Event)
Protection of areas
– Glencoats park, repair
vandalism, keep tidy and make
improve security
Community Groups – Green Gym
Website Info
– letting people know what is
going on
– publicising good things that are
already happening
– Raise the profile of the area
Tree planting
– Woodland areas
–
Co-ordinate environmental work
through the existing Network Group
(Health, education). Make sure groups
are linking together. Or set up a
specific Ferguslie Green Network
Group
Increase support the voluntary sector
work taking place in Ferguslie Park
– Involve the young leaders
group from Step Forward
– Give other youth groups
environmental activities as part
of their programmes
– Fishing Club
– Community Walks
– BCTV Green Gym
Breaking down territorialism
Create links between Schools and local
environmental projects. Involve the
School Council.

Building a
Stronger
Community

Health

�
�

Employment

�
�

�
�

Biodiversity

�

�

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

MID TERM
Support tenants/residents to maintain
gardens
– tool scheme
– Time Banking
– LETS scheme
– Training in gardening
techniques
Nature trails

Building a
Stronger
Community

Health

Biodiversity

Employment

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Safety – upgrade lighting

�

School wildlife area St Fergus Primary,
secure, clear debris.

�

�

�

�

Barochan Greenspace FPHA land, for
allotments, composting, nursery,
orchard, centre for gardening skills
Develop Sports Centre land
- trim trail
- nature walks
Upgrade space to rear of Tannahill
Centre.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Encourage businesses to improve their
environments.

�

Improve links, cycle and walking routes
– to national cycle network
– access through Woodside
Cemetery
– through Belltrees area
– connect Core Paths
– make routes more attractive
– make routes safer

�

�

�

�

Improve play provision
– improve perceptions around
play, visit existing exemplar
projects
– Break down barriers

�
�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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3.3 Green Network Workshop Event - table of results

LONG TERM
Improve transport

Building a
Stronger
Community

Health

Biodiversity

Employment

�

�

Create a profitable business from
garden and landscape work starting

�

�

�

�

Develop plant nurseries, greenhouses
etc with schools

�

�

�

�

Develop play and sports areas

�

�

�

Provide an area for golf

�

�

�

Provide a five aside pitch

�

�

Provide skateboard facilities

�

�

Regenerate the Youth Centre

�

�

�

�

Future proposals for Craigielea Primary
School site

�

�

�

�

Develop heritage and arts projects in
Ferguslie Park

�

�

Develop the potential of the St Mirren
Football stadium site

�

�

Future development of the Apex
building site

�

�

Improve entrances, make the area
more inviting

�

�

New developments
– Developers must include good
quality green space in their
proposals

�

�

�
�

�

�
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3.3 Green Network Workshop Event - mapping results
The adjacent plan summarises the
information mapped through the
process of asking groups to mark
up plans of the area with important
issues and comments.
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3.4 Consultation Summary
The consultation process has been
important in giving the consultant team
a clear idea of the issues relating to
the environment in Ferguslie Park and
bringing together the many agencies
working in Ferguslie Park which can
have an inﬂuence on the environment.
Section 3.3 summarises the results
of the workshop event and forms the
basis on which proposals have been
developed in the following section. The
results from the various consultation
sessions with young people have also
been incorporated into the proposals,
these are summarised below as a list of
desires:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outdoor spaces for play.
Assault course.
Bike tracks.
Fear of ‘Privies’ to be addressed.
Involvement in public art projects or
creating street furniture.
Nature walks to woods and the
Candren Burn.
Allotments at Step Forward.
Upgrading the ‘witches monument’.
Using the outdoors for community
events.
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4.0 proposals

35

Ferguslie Park Green Network

Proposals Introduction
Many of the short term measures
suggested through the consultation
workshop are organisational. This is
very important in setting up the correct
framework so that environmental projects
can be taken forward in a coordinated
manner, maximising the potential and
support of the various agencies working
in the area. Importantly, it also acts
as a vehicle for involving members of
the community and keeping the whole
community informed of the work that is
taking place.
The proposal would be to set up a
speciﬁc Ferguslie Green Network Group
to take forward projects in Ferguslie
Park.
The proposed projects are set out in the
following pages.
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4.1 Prioritised Action Plan
Short Term Actions
These are sites where work can be progressed immediately as
there is agreement to the projects and they can be achieved in
a short timescale. They are simple to implement, and there has
been a strong need expressed through the consultation for action.
Much of the work could be carried out by volunteers such as the
Green Gym.
Mid Term Projects
These are more complex projects involving further agreement
from other parties, such as land owners (mainly local authority
departments). They will require greater funding and preparation
of contract documents for contractors to price. They would also
require further consultation with the community.
Long Term Projects
These are even more complex projects requiring agreement
between a greater number of parties and probably high-levels of
funding and more complex permissions. They would also need
more detailed development of the initial ideas.
The aim would be that short term projects generate interest
and conﬁdence amongst the community while a programme of
sustained environmental improvements is being implemented. Mid
term projects would be more ambitious and build on the success
of the short term projects. Likewise the longer term projects might
be more visionary and would need to build on the success of mid
term projects.
See plan over for list of projects:
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4.1 Prioritised Action Plan
The numbered projects
are indicated on the
following pages.
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4.2.1 Project 1 St. Fergus Wildlife Garden
Renovate and improve the existing wildlife area and
carry out the following possible actions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

outdoor classroom

orchard/ veg
growing area

new planting

improve paths wildﬂower
meadow

Secure the area by replacing damaged fence.
Reform paths and add new paths.
Carry out new planting to increase
biodiversity.
Create teaching/ seating areas.
Form wetland areas.
Create more habitats, using bird boxes, bat
boxes, pipes etc.
Encourage community participation in the
creation and use.
Involve crafts people in making artworks,
seating and signage etc.

wetlands
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4.2.2 Project 2 Barochan Greenspace
Barochan Greenspace is located on Ferguslie Park
Housing Association land and is being promoted
by the Housing Association as an area that can be
developed for:
•
Allotments
•
Composting
•
Plant nursery
•
Orchard
•
Centre for gardening skills
•
Wildlife garden

containers
composting
timber planters
orchard
wildlife hedge

whin dust path

grass open space

The area has good development potential as it is
well protected by fences and gates and has good
vehicle access. There has already been some
planting of native trees within the space.

2a Step Forward Greenspace
The Young Leaders group at Step Forward would
like to develop the space to the rear of the Step
Forward building for fruit and vegetable growing.
The opportunity exists to develop this area in
partnership with the Barochan Allotments, sharing
expertise, materials and labour.
green oak seats

meadow
willow den
native woodland
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4.2.3 Project 3 Repairs and Maintenance
There are various repairs and maintenance that
could be carried out by Renfrewshire Council to
improve the quality of the environment and the
image of the area.
•
Clear base growth from lime trees at entrance
to Glencoats Park.
•
Repairs to bollards and paving.
•
Repairs to damaged fences.
•
Repainting fences.

cut back growth to improve views

damaged paving

paint railings

paint railings
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4.2.4 Project 4 Tannahill Centre Garden
Ferguslie Park Housing Association (FPHA)
manages the Tannahill Centre and proposes to
develop part of the protected space adjacent to
the eastern entrance to the Centre. It is to be
developed as a community arts project, and funding
bids are to be progessed for the work by FPHA.
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whin dust
bike track

whin dust
path

woodland
planting

tarred
cycle/foot
path on
ex railway
line

4.2.5 Project 5 North Candren Woodland
This large rectangular grass open space is very
bland and uninteresting with limited use for football
at its southern end. An opportunity exists to
increase the recreational possibilities at the same
time as increasing the number of habitats and
improving the biodiversity of the site.
Woodland
Native species could be planted with the
involvement of the community and schools.
Species could be chosen for wildlife value as well
as for possible use in craft activities, e.g. willow
structures. The planting would also divide up the
existing ﬂat monotonous space into a number of
smaller more interesting spaces.
Paths
The aim would be to create a network that opens
up the area to circular walks with more interest
compared to the existing straight path.
Recreation
Bike routes through the woods could be formed for
bmx and mountain bikes that would attract local
young people and possibly people from outside
Ferguslie Park.
Maintenance and Management
The example of the successful Forestry
Commission warden scheme in Drumchapel could
be followed here to provide a very positive resource
while limiting possible issues of abuse of what will
be a more secluded area.
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4.2.6 Project 6 Primary School Grounds
Examples of some play grounds in German primary
schools show what is possible in areas comparable
to Ferguslie Park:
•
Planting.
•
Water play.
•
Games areas.
•
Shelters and dens.
•
Playful sculptures.
•
Wildlife areas.
Opportunities exist to develop ideas such as these
with the help of the community.
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4.2.7 Project 7 Nursery School Grounds
Example of a grounds to a nursery in Easterhouse
showing a varied landscape giving a wide variety
of opportunities for play and discovering the natural
world.
•
Willow den.
•
Water feature.
•
Dens.
•
Sand play.
•
Mounding.
•
Track for tricycles.
•
Planters for fruit growing.
•
Seating area.
•
Feature mirror wall.
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4.2.8 Project 8a Heritage and Identifying
The consultation process strongly identiﬁed the
importance of walking and cycling routes within
Ferguslie Park and links to the surrounding areas.
A number of existing routes were identiﬁed which
are indicated on the adjacent plan. A walking group
operates from Step Forward adjacent St. Ninian’s
Church, and are very keen to use a local network of
routes. The routes dotted on the plan would include
the following:
• Signage signifying the routes.
• Link with the Core Path Network in Paisley
• Improved lighting.
• Include heritage information, developed as a
community project with plaques, signs or artwork.
• Include a trim trail around the Sports Centre.
Routes 8b and 8c represent an arterial cycle/
walking route through Ferguslie Park as indicated in
more detail on the following plans:

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510
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4.2.9 Project 8b Railway Cycle and Walkway

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

proposed housing development

The raised disused railway embankment forms the
northern boundary to Ferguslie Park and is a strong
landscape feature blocking any views north. It is
covered in regenerating trees and scrub which are
important in providing the best range of wildlife habitats
in the area.
The proposed housing development to the north of
Ferguslie Park Avenue aims to remove part of the
embankment to allow the housing area to be a cohesive
whole. The extent of embankment removal should be
limited to that which is necessary to make the links
between parts of the new development. The loss of
habitats should be compensated for in the landscape
plan for the development. The cycle/footpath link
proposed below should be maintained through the site
as an important link to the railway station.
The railway line should be viewed as an asset for the
following reasons:
•
•
•
•

It provides a safe cycling/walking route that links
surrounding housing areas.
It provides a route linking shops, bus routes and
railway station.
It will link to the new developments to the north
of Ferguslie Park, the new housing and Phoenix
Business Park expansion.
The embankment is the only elevated land feature
in the ﬂat landscape, allowing views out of Ferguslie
Park to surrounding countryside.
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4.2.10 Project 8c South Candren Cycle and WalkNew cycle/ footpaths are proposed that link the
paths in South Candren Village Green and the
old railway line route to the railway arch. The arch
is very unattractive with grafﬁti and poor lighting
and paving. With improvements this could be an
attractive access into Ferguslie Park, encouraging
greater use and so improving safety and security
through more frequent use. Boulevard tree planting
along the route will give it a pleasant open parkland
character.

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved.
Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510
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4.2.11 Project 9 Entry Feature Lighting
Ferguslie Park is unique in being separated from
surrounding areas by a live and a disused railway
line, north and south of the site. The only access
routes by foot and road have to pass under the
railway lines. These bridges and underpasses
are dark, dingy and uninviting. They do however
give very clear entry points to Ferguslie Park and
could be turned to advantage as entry features,
using imaginative lighting and improved surfaces
and paving. Not only would these create a positive
image for the area but enhanced lighting would
improve the safety for pedestrians using these
underpasses and improve the links to surrounding
areas and facilities such as shops.
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4.2.12 Project 10 Glencoats Park Improvements
© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

existing
trees

new play
area
new
avenue
planting

new tar path

Glencoats Park is the prime public open space in Ferguslie Park
and has the remnants of a high quality designed landscape
once part of the grounds to Glencoats House. However, it is
now suffering gradual degradation through loss of mature trees
to ﬁres and general wear and tear. It is an area subject to high
levels of vandalism, grafﬁti etc. Although it has a very attractive
path through the centre which was once the landscaped drive
up to Glencoats Park, the boundaries to the park are poorly
deﬁned with large areas of bleak open space. The following
actions are proposed:
• Repair damaged fences, seats, areas of paving etc.
• Repaint railings.
• Remove unnecessary sections of fence and tidy rough
areas.
• Replace timber fences at access path where they are
constantly vandalised.
• Carry out a replanting programme as part of a community
project. This should include mature trees to deﬁne
boundaries and colourful herbaceous planting.
• Provide robust seating and other furniture designed as part
of a community arts project.
• Improve lighting to the park. New lights should be at a
greater height to try to reduce vandalism, similar in principle
to the mast lighting behind the Tannahill Centre.
• Organise community events to take place during summer
holidays and at other times of year to celebrate its status as
the focal space in the whole area.
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4.2.13 Project 11 Garden Improvements
Gardens in Ferguslie Park represent the great
majority of green spaces and as such represent a
huge potential as recreation spaces, places to grow
healthy foods and to greatly enhance the image of
Ferguslie Park through an environment of well kept
and colourful gardens. Tenants/residents can be
supported to maintain gardens through:
• Tool scheme.
• Time Banking.
• LETS scheme.
• Training and mentoring in gardening techniques.
• The option of a cheap maintenance squad
for those that can not maintain the gardens
themselves.
Many of the new houses have driveways in the front
gardens resulting in an unattractive street frontage
consisting of nothing but metal railings and parked
cars. Hedging and planting that break up these
views make a great contribution to the streetscape
as can be seen on Glencoats Drive for instance.
This approach should be encouraged throughout
the area.
.
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4.2.14 Project 12 North Candren Village

tarred
path
avenue
trees
2.5m hill
meadow

specimen
shrubs
grass
open
space

North Candren lacks an attractive park area for
walking, sitting and play, such as exists in South
Candren. The large ﬂat and uninteresting bleak
space at Killoch Avenue would seem an appropriate
space to create such a park. The following features
would be provided:
• Play facilities for younger children.
• Boundary tree planting to enclose the space.
• Paths for walking.
• Seating.
• Change in level/ feature hill to add interest and
give views out of the park.
• Carry out work with the community to engage
them in the development of the park in terms of
its facilities and whether there are elements of
hands on work local residents would like to get
involved in. This could be through the Green
Gym or other initiatives in the area.

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510
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4.2.15 Project 13 South Candren Village Green Extension
© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

tarred
path
mown
grass

South Candren Village Green was developed while
there were still houses in the Southeastern corner
of the site. These have now been demolished
leaving a strange square of no-mans land. It is
proposed that this is incorporated into the park with:
• additional path
•
boundary fence and tree planting.
• Additional planting could be carried out with
local residents to help them engage with their
local park, as at North Candren.

avenue
trees
steel
fence to
match
existing
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4.2.16 Project 14 Beltrees Minigolf-Putting

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

low 1.0m high
mounds
mown grass

meadow

avenue trees

A large area of houses was demolished in the
Beltrees area of Ferguslie Park. These houses
cannot be replaced due to possible ﬂooding risk.
This leaves a large undeﬁned area of open space
with no obvious use. Ideas to plant trees have
been rejected by local residents. The area is wet
and some form of meadow might be appropriate
but long grass tends to trap litter and would not
necessarily work in this environment. It is proposed
that:
•
A mini golf or putting course could be
developed by creating a ﬁeld of mounds.
Even if not used for golf this would make an
attractive and interesting environment.
•
Areas of wild ﬂower meadow could be created,
especially in the damper areas, but small
enough not to become an eyesore by trapping
large amounts of rubbish.
•
New improved links under the railway and
better image for the area might attract
outsiders to come and use this resource
so helping to break down barriers between
Ferguslie Park and surrounding areas.
•
Mounding could also be developed as an art
feature.
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4.2.17 Project 15 Logan Gardens
avenue trees
low 0.7m high
mounds ridges
slab paving
mown grass

Logan Gardens is on the site of an old park which
gradually fell into disrepair and was removed along
with the adjacent housing. It is also an area of land
that will not be developed as part of the new St.
Mirren Stadium so is another ‘leftover’ space. It is
proposed that it is brought back into use as a small
park serving the local neighbourhood.

whin dust paths

specimen shrubs

© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510
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4.2.18 Project 16 Play Areas
One new high quality play area has been created
to the rear of the Tannahill Centre, but the two
other play areas in Glencoats Park and South
Candren Village Green lack play value and need
to be renewed. There is also a desire for other
facilities such as an area for skateboarding and
a better distribution of play facilities accessible to
neighbourhoods in the north of the area.
There is also an opportunity to develop play
facilities that are not only based on equipment but
also on developing imaginative and social play. This
has been promoted by Stirling Council and involves:
• Creating landscape features.
• Using looseﬁll materials such as sand and grit.
• Creating social spaces.
• Developing themes that have local signiﬁcance.
• Involvement of craftspeople to build seats and
other features with local children.
• Increasing the biodiversity of the site.
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© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

4.2.19 Project 17 Boundaries and Avenues
Boundaries
The approach to Ferguslie Park from the east is through an
industrial area with a very poor quality harsh environment of poor
material quality and an obvious emphasis on security. It does not
give a good impression for visitors and is detrimental to the image
of Ferguslie Park. The only option is to try and improve frontages
by softening the fencing and cleaning any remaining good quality
stone walls.
One factory frontage has already been improved as indicated and
other property owners need to be encouraged to do likewise. These
improvements may also have a beneﬁcial effect on property values
generally.
Avenues
At various locations around Ferguslie Park can be found the
remnants of old mature lime avenues. These are a signiﬁcant
feature in the area. Some limited new avenue planting has been
carried out using maples. The opportunity exists to greatly enhance
the approaches to Ferguslie Park by requiring new developments
on the key approaches, Ferguslie Park Avenue, Greenhill Road,
MacKenzie Street and Blackstone Road to include some avenues
of street trees. For a modest cost the long term beneﬁt will be
signiﬁcant.
The southern end of Ferguslie Park Avenue is very wide and out of
scale with the surrounding housing. Street trees here would reduce
the scale of the street and improve the attractiveness of the area.
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4.2.20 Project 18 Arts Projects
Developing community based art projects over
an extended period can have great beneﬁts in
community spirit and cohesion. It is where much
of the local character can be expressed and an
identity developed, often lacking in the architecture.
It can also help break down the separation between
the local residents and their environment and
help develop a strong sense of ownership that will
ultimately be the best protection for the landscape
within Ferguslie Park.
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4.3 Green Network Linkages
© Crown copyright and database right 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence Number 1000332510

Physical Links
A key aspect of the Green Network is the
way elements of the network physically
link to each other through national
routes and the green infrastructure.
Ferguslie Park has links formed by
the National Cycle Network route NC7
passing close to the southern edge of
Ferguslie Park and also via the historic
travel routes along the rivers Cart and
Clyde. The isolating effect of the railway
embankments surrounding Ferguslie
Park makes green infrastructure links
more difﬁcult, however its location on
the northern edge of Paisley gives the
potential for links to the Paisley Moss,
areas of countryside and the redundant
Ordnance Factory site where new homes
are proposed along with a new country
park. These local links are not as yet
identiﬁed on the ground but have the
potential to be sign posted and promoted
through maps.
Thematic Links
The Green Network Partnership
seeks to maximise the scope and
scale of beneﬁts that ﬂow from the
development, use and management
of the physical Green Network by
promoting four overarching themes.
This thematic approach helps promote
participation by a wide range of
organisations and encourages partners
to share good practice across regional
boundaries.
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4.3 Links to The Green Network cont..
The following themes are particularly relevant to
development of the Ferguslie Park Green Network:

Ca

rt

Stronger Communities
• Improving neighbourhoods – enhancing the quality and
value of local greenspace.
• Community engagement – encouraging active
involvement of local people in the design, management
and use of local, especially young people.
• Sustaining regeneration – careful attention must
be paid to maintenance regimes in order to sustain
improvements to greenspace over the long term.

Cly

de

Ferguslie
Park.

woodland in Ferguslie
Park with the potential for
harvesting

Health Improvements
• Improving mental health - it is recognised that
environmental projects can improve mental as well as
physical health; the Green Gym are already working in
the area to this end and the experience of the Forestry
Commission in Drumchapel is also relevant.

existing habitats in Ferguslie
Park

Govan.

cycle and pedestrian routes
ready to be connected in
Ferguslie Park

Gartloch+
Gartcosh

the community in Ferguslie
Park ready to be involved

Biodiversity and Environment
• Enhancing the biodiversity value of local greenspace
- the existence of important wetland habitats close to
Ferguslie Park and the many areas of wet grassland
within the estate offer signiﬁcant biodiversity potential.
• Increasing connectivity - the Integrated Habitats
Network project is analysing the current extent and
connectivity of different habitats across Glasgow
and the Clyde Valley to identify both needs and
opportunities for increased connectivity; Ferguslie Park
can contribute to this network approach.
Enterprise Development
• Placemaking to help attract and sustain business
investment – there are signiﬁcant opportunities for
business investment in and around Feguslie Park.
• Promoting the development of social economy
businesses to help service the creation and long term
management of the Ferguslie Park Green Network.
• Developing and utilising the local greenspace asset
base for example through the development of a wood
energy project.
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4.4 Priority Projects Summary

Priority
1
2
2a
3
4
5
6
7
8a
8b
8c
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Project
St Fergus Wildlife Garden
Barochan Greenspace
Step Forward Greenspace
Repairs and Maintenance
Tannahill Centre
North Candren Woodland
Primary School Grounds
Nursery School Grounds
Heritage and Identifying routes
Old railway Cycle and Pathway
South Candren Cycle and Pathway
Entry Feature Lighting
Glencoats Park Improvements
Garden Improvements
North Candren Village Green
South Candren Village Green
Belltrees Mini-golf and Putting
Logan Gardens
Play Areas
Boundaries and Avenues
Arts Projects
TOTAL

Budget £
89,500
141,500
5,700
47,800
92,200
84,800
130,600
106,800
228,500
674,700
194,100
529,700
256,800
25,000
368,000
35,400
614,700
81,500
771,700
331,300
100,000
4,885,300

The priority plan in section 4.1 gives an indication of which projects local people and
agency staff working in the area would like to see progress ﬁrst. The adjacent table
summarises the projects by priority. These projects ﬁt within a framework, agreed at
the workshop event (see section 3.3), indicating how easily and quickly they could be
implemented. This means that the position on the priority table may not relate to which
projects go ahead ﬁrst, this is set out below and on subsequent pages:
Short Term Actions
These are sites where work can be progressed immediately as there is agreement
to the projects and they can be achieved in a short timescale. They are simple to
implement, and there has been a strong need expressed through the consultation for
action. Much of the work could be carried out by volunteers such as the Green Gym.
Mid Term Projects
These are more complex projects involving further agreement from other parties, such
as land owners (mainly local authority departments). They will require greater funding
and preparation of contract documents for contractors to price. They would also require
further consultation with the community.
Long Term Projects
These are even more complex projects requiring agreement between a greater number
of parties and probably high-levels of funding and more complex permissions. They
would also need more detailed development of the initial ideas.
The aim would be that short term projects generate interest and conﬁdence amongst
the community while a programme of sustained environmental improvements is being
implemented. Mid term projects would be more ambitious and build on the success of
the short term projects. Likewise the longer term projects might be more visionary and
would need to build on the success of mid term projects.
To take these projects forward we recommend that a Ferguslie Park Green Network
Group should be established, representing local people and organisations linked to the
environment, to set out the priorities for development and monitor progress.
The success of the Forestry Commission woodlands project in Drumchapel relied to a
large extent on having a dedicated development ofﬁcer based on site (see appendix
B for more details). It is important that a similar dedicated development worker
be appointed to take forward the projects identiﬁed in this report. This could be an
individual employed directly by the Ferguslie Park Green Network Group or employed
by another organisation, such as Ferguslie Park Housing Association or Carts
Greenspace as part of their wider remit.
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SHORT TERM
Community engagement
- Garden competitions
- Garden Fete
Clear ups (Day Event)
Protection of areas
– Glencoats park, repair vandalism,
keep tidy and make improve security
(see Priority Project 3)
Community Groups – Green Gym
Encourage volunteering for environmental
projects.
(see Priority Project 1, 2, 2a)
Website Info
– letting people know what is going
on
– publicising good things that are
already happening
– Raise the profile of the area
Tree planting
– Woodland areas
(see priority projects 1, 2 and 6.
possible advance tree work could take
place prior to other works)

Co-ordinate environmental work through
the existing Network Group (Health,
education). Make sure groups are linking
together. Or set up a specific Ferguslie
Green Network Group

Possible Agency to take Action
� Ferguslie Park HA
� FLAG
� Renfrewshire Council
� Ferguslie Park HA
� FLAG
� Renfrewshire Council
� Renfrewshire Council

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�

Renfrewshire Council
BYVC Green Gym
Local Volunteers
Glencoats Primary School
St Fergus Primary School
Step Forward
Paisley Partnership
Community Renewalemployment project
Renfrewshire Council
Landscape Architect
Local Volunteers
Step Forward
Renfrewshire Environment
Trust (RET)
Ferguslie Park HA
Green Gym Co-ordinator
Paisley Partnership
Carts Greenspace
Have a Heart Paisley-Project
Coordinator
Glencoats Primary School
St Fergus Primary School

�
�
�
�
�

Ferguslie Park HA
Green Gym Co-ordinator
Local Volunteers
Step Forward
Carts Greenspace

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Increase support of the voluntary sector
work taking place in Ferguslie Park
– Involve the young leaders group
from Step Forward
– Give other youth groups
environmental activities as part of
their programmes
– Fishing Club
– Community Walks
– BCTV Green Gym

BYVC Green Gym
Organisation
All Community groups
Step Forward
Ferguslie Park HA
FLAG
Renfrewshire Council

4.4 Summary cont...

The short term project lists and the organisations that would potentially be
involved with each project are set out below. Many of these projects do
not have a cost set against them as they are seen as more organisational
or part of existing projects such as the Green Gym or work Renfrewshire
Council would be carrying out anyway such as community clear up events.

Breaking down territorialism

�
�
�
�
�

Ferguslie Park HA
FLAG
Renfrewshire Council
Community Wardens
Community Police

Create links between Schools and local
environmental projects. Involve the
School Council.

�
�
�
�
�
�

Carry out repairs to paths, roads and
fences.
See Priority Project 3 Repairs and
Maintenance)

�

Glencoats Primary School
St Fergus Primary School
Ferguslie Park HA
Local Volunteers
Step Forward
BYVC Green Gym
Organisation
Renfrewshire Council
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4.4 Summary cont...

The mid term project lists and organisations that would potentially be involved for each
project allocated below:
MID TERM
Support tenants/residents to maintain gardens
– tool scheme
– Time Banking
– LETS scheme
– Training in gardening techniques
(see Priority Project 11)

Nature trails
(see Priority Project 5 & 8a)

Safety – upgrade lighting
(see Priority Project 9)

Possible Agencies to take Action
� Ferguslie Park HA
� Green Gym
� Renfrewshire Sustainable
Communities Team
� Renfrew Council
� Paisley Partnership
� Renfrewshire Environment Trust
(RET)
� Community Renewal-employment
project.
� Green Gym
� Renfrewshire Sustainable
Communities Team
� Renfrew Council
� Paisley Partnership
� Carts Greenspace
� Renfrew Council

School wildlife area St Fergus Primary,
secure, clear debris.
(see Priority Project 1)

�
�
�

Barochan Greenspace FPHA land, for
allotments, composting, nursery, orchard,
centre for gardening skills
(see Priority Project 2)

�
�
�
�
�

Develop Sports Centre land
- trim trail
- nature walks
(see Priority Project 8a)

�
�
�

Upgrade space to rear of Tannahill Centre.
(see Priority Project 4)
Encourage businesses to improve their
environments.
(see Priority Project 17)
Improve links, cycle and walking routes
– to national cycle network
– access through Woodside Cemetery
– through Belltrees area
– connect Core Paths
– make routes more attractive
– make routes safer
(see Priority Project 8b & 8c)
Improve play provision
– improve perceptions around play, visit
existing exemplar projects
– Break down barriers
(see Priority Project 16)

St Fergus Primary School
Green Gym
Renfrewshire Sustainable
Communities Team
Step Forward
Ferguslie Park HA
Green Gym
Step Forward
Paisley Partnership

�
�
�

Carts Greenspace
Green Gym
Renfrewshire Sustainable
Communities Team
Paisley Partnership
Step Forward
Ferguslie Park HA

�
�

Renfrew Council
Carts Greenspace

�
�

Renfrew Council
Carts Greenspace

�
�

Renfrew Council
Carts Greenspace

The long term project lists and organisations that would
potentially be involved for each project allocated below:

LONG TERM
Improve transport

Possible Agencies to take Action
� Renfrew Council

Create a profitable business from
garden and landscape work.

�

Renfrew Council

Develop plant nurseries, greenhouses
etc with schools

�

Renfrewshire Environment Trust
(RET)

Develop play and sports areas

�

Renfrew Council

Provide an area for golf
(see Priority Project 14)

�

Renfrew Council

Provide a five aside pitch

�

Renfrew Council

Provide skateboard facilities

�

Renfrew Council

Regenerate the Youth Centre

�

Renfrew Council

Future proposals for Craigielea Primary
School site

�

Renfrew Council

Develop heritage and arts projects in
Ferguslie Park
(see Priority Project 8 & 18)

�
�

Renfrew Council
FLAG

Develop the potential of the St Mirren
Football stadium site

�

Renfrew Council

Future development of the Apex
building site

�

Renfrew Council

Improve entrances, make the area
more inviting
(see Priority Project 9)
New developments
– Developers must include good
quality green space in their
proposals

�

Renfrew Council

�

Renfrew Council
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4.4 Summary cont...
The agencies, Tenants and Residents Associations and
School Councils that have an interest in environmental
projects in Ferguslie park and might make up the
Ferguslie Green Network Group are listed below:
Community Renewal-employment project
Renfrewshire Council Young Scot Club
Renfrewshire Council Landscape Architect
Local Volunteers
Step Forward
Renfrewshire Sustainable Communities Team
Renfrewshire Environment Trust (RET)
St. Fergus Primary School
Glencoats Primary School
Ferguslie Park HA
Green Gym Co-ordinator
Community Development Ofﬁcer PPRC
Carts Greenspace
Have a Heart Paisley-Project Coordinator
FLAG
Ferguslie Park North Tenants & Residents Assoc.
Ferguslie Park South Tenants & Residents Assoc.
Community Wardens
Community Police
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5.0 Costs

Reid Associates
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5.0 Costs
APPENDIX A
FERGUSLIE PARK GREEN NETWORK
1.0

Basis of Action Plan

1.1

The works comprise the upgrading of play areas, underpasses, school grounds, paths
and creation of parks, golfing areas and cycle paths in Ferguslie Park, Paisley.

2.0

Information Based on the Following

2.1

Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects Ferguslie Park Green Network Report dated March 2008.

3.0

Contract Specification

3.1

To be determined.

4.0

Project Funding

4.1

Project funding is not presently known.

5.0

Action Plan and Exclusions

5.1

The anticipated works cost for the project are identified in Appendix A.

5.2

All costs are exclusive of cyclical maintenance.

5.3

The costs are exclusive of the following:
5.3.1
5.3.2
5.3.3
5.3.4
5.3.5
5.3.6
5.3.7

Area 1

5.4

Although several areas include drainage costs, these sums are provisional and dependent
on site investigation recommendations.

5.5

The costs for Area 9 do not take account of connections to existing utilities.

28th March 2008

St Fergus Wildlife Garden
Drainage
Seating to outdoor taching
Timber platform
Trees
Specimen shrubs
Whindust paths
Orchard/ Veg/ Teaching
Wetland
Planting beds
Wildflower meadow
Replace damaged fence
Bird and bat boxes, pipes etc
Artworks, seating, signage

2,000
4,500
1,200
5,300
1,400
12,000
4,400
2,000
5,900
3,300
5,000
1,000
10,000
58,000

Prelims

20,200
78,200

Contingencies

11,300
£

Site Investigation costs/ contamination/remediation costs
Land drainage works unless otherwise included
CCTV
Service diversionsconnections
Professional fees and VAT
Footpath & street lighting unless otherwise included
Works to existing roads, footpaths & services

13 Sandyford Place
Glasgow
G3 7NB

FERGUSLIE PARK GREEN NETWORK

Reported

Chartered Quantity Surveyors

Area 2

89,500

89,500

Barochan Greenspace
Trees
Greenoak seats
Orchard trees
Containers
Compost bins
Timber planters
Whindust paths
Willow den
Wildlife hedging
Allotment surfacing
Grass open spaces/ meadow
Gates
Fencing repairs
Site Clearance
Drainage
Lighting

14,800
2,500
5,400
12,300
7,800
17,100
11,900
4,200
11,600
1,600
6,500
1,200
5,000
4,300
5,000
8,000
119,200

Prelims

14,300
133,500

Contingencies

8,000
£

141,500

141,500
Fwd

AS/LAM/excel/610/610 ac

AS/LAM/excel/610/610 ac

231,000
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5.0 Costs

Fwd
Area 2A

Step Forward Greenspace
Planters

4,800

Prelims

600
5,400
300
£

5,700

5,700

Clear base growth from lime trees
Repair damaged bollards
Repair damaged block paving
Repairs to damaged fences
Repaint existing fences

2,400
3,600
2,700
2,000
29,600
40,300

Whindust pathways
Woodland planting
Bike track surfacing
Creat mounding for bike track

31,000
24,600
6,000
9,800
71,400

Prelims

8,600
80,000

Prelims

4,800
45,100

47,800

77,700

Prelims

9,300
87,000

Contingencies

Prelins

13,200
123,200

130,600

90,000
10,800
100,800

Contingencies

6,000
£

92,200
Fwd

130,600

Nursery School Grounds

Prelims

92,200

84,800

7,400

Improve nursery grounds

5,200
£

110,000

£
Area 7

Create garden area

Develop school grounds

47,800

Tannahill Cente Garden

84,800

Primary School Grounds

Contingencies

2,700
£

4,800
£

Area 6

376,700

North Candren Woodland

Contingencies

Repairs and Maintenance

Contingencies

Area 4

Fwd
Area 5

Contingencies

Area 3

231,000

106,800

106,800
Fwd

376,700

698,900
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5.0 Costs

Fwd
Area 8A

Area 9

Heritage and Identifying
Signage
Improved lighting
Plaques, signwork & artwork
Whindust trim trail
Fitness equipment

5,000
20,000
40,000
97,500
30,000
192,500

Prelims

23,100
215,600

Contingencies

Lighting
Tarmac cycle route

232,000
298,400
530,400

Prelims

106,100
636,500

228,500

Area 10

38,200
£

674,700

Prelims

104,100
471,400
58,300

Repair damaged fencing, seats & paving
Replace damaged timber fencing
Tree planting
Specimen shrub planting
Seating & site furniture
Lighting columns
New play area
New tarmac paths

10,000
8,000
10,800
3,200
10,000
52,000
104,800
17,500
216,300

Prelims

26,000
242,300

Contingencies

Drainage
Lighting
Tarmac cycle route
Trees

5,000
62,000
93,600
2,900
163,500

Prelims

19,600
183,100

Contingencies

529,700

14,500
£

Area 11

529,700

Glencoats Park Improvements

674,700

South Candren Cycle & Walkway

256,800

256,800

Garden Improvements
Cyclical maintenance cost of approximately £25000

-

Fwd

2,582,700

11,000
£

194,100

194,100
Fwd

AS/LAM/excel/610/610 ac

250,000
115,100
2,200
367,300

£

Railway Cycle and Walkway

Contingencies

Area 8C

Entry feature lighting
Paved underpasses
Trees

Contingencies

228,500

1,796,200

Entry Feature Lighting

12,900
£

Area 8B

Fwd

698,900

1,796,200
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5.0 Costs
Fwd
Area 12

Area 15

North Candren Village Green
Lighting
Specimen shrubs
Avenue trees
Play areas
Seating areas
Tarmac footpaths
Hill
Meadow
Seeding repairs
Drainage

20,000
4,600
6,100
75,600
5,800
71,100
96,900
5,700
14,200
10,000
310,000

Prelims

37,200
347,200

Contingencies

Tarmacadam paths
Trees
Steel fencing
Mown grass

13,300
1,100
12,200
3,200
29,800

Prelims

3,600
33,400

368,000

Prelims

8,200
76,900

Area 16

Area 17
35,400

Beltrees Minigolf/ Putting
10,000
324,000
4,000
179,800
517,800

Prelims

62,100
579,900

Contingencies

Improve existing poor quality play areas
New play areas

260,000
390,000
650,000

Prelims

78,000
728,000

614,700

Avenue tree planting
Improve existing boundary wall

189,000
90,000
279,000

Prelims

33,500
312,500

Arts Projects

771,700

18,800
£

331,300

331,300

£

100,000

100,000

TOTAL

614,700
Fwd

771,700

Boundaries & Avenues

34,800
£

81,500

43,700

Contingencies

Area 18

81,500

Play Areas

£

35,400

Drainage
Create mounding
Trees
Meadow/ grass repairs

4,600

Contingencies

2,000
£

AS/LAM/excel/610/610 ac

2,000
5,000
12,700
900
4,000
4,800
28,500
8,500
2,300
68,700

£

South Candren Village Green Extension

Contingencies

Area 14

Drainage
Lighting
Whindust pathways
Avenue trees
Specimen shrubs
Steps
Slabbing
Mounding
Mown grass

Contingencies

368,000

3,600,800

Logan Gardens

20,800
£

Area 13

Fwd

2,582,700

£ 4,885,300

3,600,800
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6.1 Appendix A Building A Sustainable Future
BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE: A NEW STRATEGY FOR SCOTLAND
1.1 Scotland is committed to building a sustainable future. Individuals,
businesses, local authorities and communities are taking action to change
the way we use resources, plan and develop services, and seize the
economic opportunities that sustainable development presents. Policies
and programmes are in place to drive change in key areas: transforming the
way we deal with our waste, capitalising on Scotland’s sources of renewable
energy and taking action on climate change.
1.2 We have to build, fast, on that progress and momentum if Scotland is to
make the radical changes that are now urgently required.
1.3 This is a priority that is shared across the UK and the international
community. Scotland signed up to a new UK shared framework for sustainable
development, One future - different paths, in March this year. The framework
sets out a common goal for sustainable development across the UK:
“to enable all people throughout the world to satisfy their basic needs and
enjoy a better quality of life without compromising the quality of life of future
generations”
and a powerful new set of principles that will help us to achieve it and which
underpin the approach that we are adopting in Scotland (see below).
1.4 This strategy sets out the measures that we will take in Scotland to turn
the framework into action.

1.5 The UK framework challenges governments to “promote a clear
understanding of and commitment to sustainable development so that all
people can contribute to the overall goal through their individual decisions”.
This strategy for Scotland has been prepared with that challenge in mind:
* The document sets out at a high level what we are trying to achieve in
Scotland.
* It provides the strategic framework for a number of the Executive’s new
and emerging strategies on climate change, transport, renewable energy,
energy efﬁciency, green jobs and biodiversity. It does not attempt to
replicate the detail of those programmes.
* Each section sets out the outcomes that we are working towards: what
difference new and existing programmes and investment will make.
* It looks at these issues from different perspectives: from a focus on
the health and well-being of individuals in Scotland through to the
sustainability of the planet, with learning to live more sustainably a theme
which runs across them all.
* Some key issues - travel, food, waste and the built environment - are
considered in the round, to help illustrate the connections between both
problems and solutions.
* It sets out the contribution that people in Scotland can make, whether
individually or collectively.
1.6 The strategy also draws out the connections between issues, making
the links between problems that are often presented as disparate and
disconnected. The strategy explores for example:
* the social and environmental consequences of our purchasing choices
and use of resources.
* the interaction between people and the environment we live in.
* the human consequences of global environmental challenges such as
climate change.
1.7 Making the links can be an effective stimulus to action, encouraging us to
spot solutions and deliver creative new approaches. It is a more efﬁcient way
of taking action, pooling resources in the pursuit of common goals. And it can
help us to build new partnerships and alliances with other businesses, groups
or individuals who have similar objectives. The strategy includes examples
of people in Scotland taking action in this way and of the links that are being
made. We hope these will inspire others to follow suit.

71

Ferguslie Park Green Network

6.2 Appendix B
Forestry Commission
Drumchapel
The story of the Forestry Commission
project is set out on the following pages.
It charts the restoration work carried out by
local people volunteering over a 12 month
period, the employment of permanent local
wardens under the ‘Green Workmates’
programme and all facilitated by a FC
Ofﬁcer with a permanent base on site.
This approach teaches many lessons in
how to engage in a sustained manner
with a community, to instil pride in the
environment and carry out incremental
changes that over time make a very
signiﬁcant improvement.
Contact for further information
FC Ofﬁcer
Garscadden Wood
Jo Thomson
0141 951 0837
Joanne.thomson@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

72

Ferguslie Park Green Network

GLASGOW NORTH ESF
PROJECT
GLASGOW WEST
REGENERATION AGENCY
KELVIN CLYDE
GREENSPACE
DRUM L.I.F.E.
CLAN RANALD
RIGHTTRACK
BTCV
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“The beneﬁts to the participants of this course is that
they have become healthier Emotionally, Mentally and
Physically, enabling them to live brighter happier lives.”
“I was looking to change my life for the better, i was
craving change and hungry to improve my quality of life
and have a brighter future for me and my 5 year old son”
“Greenworkmates since then has for me enabled me to
become a more conﬁdent and hard working individual”
Terry Forey, Greenwork Mate
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Govanhill RE Action Team Project Overview
Govanhill Community Development Trust (GCDT) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Govanhill Housing Association. The
umbrella organisation is called the Govanhill Group and also includes Govanhill Social Inclusion Partnership (GOSIP)
and the Local Housing Ofﬁce (LHO). The role of the Trust is to develop wider action initiatives and deliver projects that
promote the social and economic development of the community.
The Govanhill RE Action Team project (GREAT) is receiving in kind support from The Govanhill Group who provide
additional auditing, management and ﬁnancial management costs.

6.3 Appendix C
The G.R.E.A.T. Project Govanhill

The GREAT project is concerned with helping disadvantaged and socially excluded young people towards employment,
training and independent living. This is done by developing their conﬁdence, self esteem, social skills and practical
abilities through work experience and training. Gardening work is the focus of the work experience and training on offer
and this will enable green spaces in the area such as backcourts and front gardens to be improved. The work takes
place around the Govanhill area of Glasgow.
Govanhill is a disadvantaged area on the south-side of Glasgow with a considerable amount of green space. The
tenemental nature of the housing means there are in the region of 50 back-courts, the green space in the middle of a 4sided block of 4-storey housing. These are large in size and a common space for as many as 100 people. Most of them
are in poor condition and are not in a ﬁt state for use by tenants or as play areas for children. Back-courts also house bin
stores for waste and recycling and their poor state and lack of tenant involvement have an adverse effect on levels of
waste and of recycling.
The area also suffers from a serious problem of litter and dog mess, in a community consultation exercise in 2001/2002
this issue was the number one priority for local residents. Attempts to improve the issue in the past have concentrated
on throwing additional resources at the problem with no noticeable improvement. This project will address the problem
from the standpoint of changing people’s behaviour and reducing the levels of waste created in the ﬁrst place.
The target groups are at risk young people, both in school and those who have left school and unemployed homeless
young people. For many of the young people school has not worked, further education and college is not an option
because of a lack of grades; they have drug and drink problems; they are housed at homelessness projects and so have
chaotic lifestyles. We actively target these individuals as they are excluded socially and economically, and are at highest
risk of not ﬁnding employment. By diverting them from antisocial behaviour the project also impacts positively on crime,
particularly youth disorder. The structure that a work experience programme provides and the conﬁdence it builds has a
positive impact on self esteem and helps to promote a sense of personal responsibility.

Working with
residents groups
has helped them
take a pride in the
area whilst passing
on new skills

By working on backcourts and other local green spaces (civic areas, schools, local allotments,) there is a secondary aim
of improving the local environment. By engaging with local residents in making these improvements (local gardening
clubs) the project also has a positive impact in building the capacity of the community.
Ian Borthwick,
Project Co-ordinator,
Govanhill RE-Action Team
Samaritan House,
79 Coplaw Street
Glasgow G42 7JG

76

Ferguslie Park Green Network

ideas - G.R.E.A.T

In October 2006 we held our 5th Lantern Procession
attended by over 150 people most of whom we have
worked with and many who are taking the ﬁrst steps
into gardening with us

From day one of this project there has been a strong
ethos of working with and for the community and no
better place to start this than in the schools

The reaction of the pupils and teachers to the gardens
and time spent in them has been overwhelming.
Awards were given out for good gardens, clean bin
areas, volunteering and a tree was planted for
Christopher McMahon by his mother.

The Re-Action Team are playing a signiﬁcant
role in the connection between Schools and The
Community

In the past year we have had a succession of
pupils from Holyrood and Holybrook Secondary
schools for stuctured work experience
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6.4 Appendix D
Funding Options

Awarding
Organization/Body
Awards for All

Award Title

(BIG LOTTERY
FUND)

Amount Available

Description

Contact

Deadline

Between £500£10,000

For small community groups with
annual income under £20,000. Funds
equipment and computers, training
courses, materials, fees, pilot projects,
start-up costs etc.

Awards for All
36 Kings Stables Road
Edinburgh
EH1 2EJ
0131 659 7000

Application
form. No
deadline.

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Will provide materials to community
Contact the environmental
groups to assist in the development of a officer at your local B&Q
project.
www.diy.com/awards

B&Q

One Planet
Living Grants

£50 to £500
(retail)

B&Q

Waste Donation

materials

Off cuts of timber, paint, end of range
materials

Contact the environmental
officer at your local B&Q

BIG LOTTERY
FUND

INVESTING IN
COMMUNITIES

£10,000 to
£1,000,000

SUPPORTING 21ST CENTURY LIFE
funding projects that enable people and
communities to make and maintain
connections, build and develop
relationships, and plan for the future.

Tel 0870 240 2391

(see also Awards
for All)

1 Atlantic Quay
1 Robertson Street
Glasgow
G2 8JB

01 Aug 2008
(outline)

GROWING COMMUNITY ASSETS
email:
to support community-led regeneration, enquiries.scotland@biglottery
providing quality services and amenities
fund.org.uk
that reflect the needs of the community.
http://www.biglotteryfund.o
rg.uk/scotland/applyLIFE TRANSITIONS
sco/all_open_programmes
about supporting people at times of
-az.htm
change in their lives
INVESTING IN
IDEAS

£500 to £10,000

market research, feasibility studies,
business planning, training for your
committee, exchange visits in the UK to see
how other projects work, community
consultation, professional advice, technical
reports and scheme design studies

01 Aug 2008
(outline)
01 Dec 2008
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Awarding
Organization/Body
BBC Children in
Need

BBC Children in
Need &
Hunter Foundation

BTCV

Award Title

Amount Available

Description

Contact

Deadline

Children in Need
Grant

£1000 to over
£100,000

To help disadvantaged children and
young people aged 18 and under
A4 project description and application
form for projects lasting up to one year

30 March
30 November
Online
application

Positive
Destinations

Small = £125,000
to £175,000

To help disadvantaged children and
young people aged 18 and under
FOR LONGER TERM PROJECTS
LASTING 3 YEARS particularly to help
young people who may otherwise end
up outside of employment, education
and training

BBC Children in Need
BBC Scotland
40 Pacific Quay
Glasgow
G51 1DA
BBC Children in Need
BBC Scotland
40 Pacific Quay
Glasgow
G51 1DA

Large = up to
£500,000

Chestnut Fund

up to £120 start-up
(first year only)
up to £350 support
grant

Applicants must be members of BTCV
community network to apply (£35 fee).
For community groups wishing to
improve their environment

discounted tools,
training, insurance,
etc.

Awarding
Organization/Body
Carts Greenspace

Cash for Kids

Award Title

Amount Available

30 March
Online
application

http://www.bbc.co.uk/puds
ey/charity/positive_destinat
ions.shtml
BTCV
Sedum House
Mallard Way
Doncaster
DN4 8DB

http://www2.btcv.org.uk/dis
play/community_network

Description

Contact

Deadline

Help with planning, Carts Greenspace has been
http://www.cartsgreenspac
e.org.uk/index.html
fund-raising and established to help the people of
implementation
Renfrewshire, East Renfrewshire and
south-west Glasgow to transform the
open spaces that surround their homes,
schools and work places into
greenspaces that will be cherished by
the whole community. Carts
Greenspace delivers the national
"Greenspace for Communities" initiative
at a local level. The Greenspace for
Communities initiative has eight guiding
principles:
� Encouraging community participation
and ownership
� Enhancing biodiversity
� Improving existing landscapes and
eliminating degraded ones
� Encouraging people to use
greenspace to improve their health and
for informal recreation
� Fostering understanding and
appreciation of the environment
� Promoting community economic
development
� Creating opportunities for
employment, training, work experience
and volunteering
� Developing community pride.
Cash for Kids supports organizations
Cash for Kids
that work with underprivileged children.
0141 204 1025
We can help fund their special projects
or buy them vital equipment.
http://www.cashforkids.org.
uk/index.html
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Awarding
Organization/Body
Comic Relief

Cook (The Ernest)
Trust

Community Webnet

Award Title

Amount Available

Description

Usually £15,000 to
£30,000

Young People
Older People
Mental Health
Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Domestic Violence
Disadvantaged Communities

Contact

Comic Relief
5th Floor
89 Albert Embankment
(large sums can be
London
applied for –
SE1 7TP
telephone in
020 7820 5555
advance if more
ukgrants@comicrelief.org.
uk
than £100,000)
Running costs and capital costs for one
to three years, to registered charities or
Fast Track funds constituted voluntary groups for projects
up to £5000 for
under the above headings
certain types of
project
£100 to £4000
also small number
of grants £4000 to
£10,000

The funding allocations fall in to the
following priorities:

Charitable Awards
Administrator: Mrs Antonia
Eliot (Tuesday, Thursday
Educational Projects for Young people,
and Friday)
focusing on the following areas:
Tel: (01285) 713273
Fax: (01285) 711692
Environment and Countryside
Arts
The Ernest Cook Trust,
Literacy and Numeracy
The Estate Office
Fairford Park, Fairford
Gloucestershire GL7 4JH

Community Webnet is a one-stop shop
for Scottish community groups carrying
out projects which improve the quality of
life for local communities. The site
contains a wealth of resources to help
you carry out projets in your community,
learn from the experience of others and
share your own experiences. Forward
Scotland developed Community
Webnet in 2003, and it has been
redeveloped in partnership with BTCV
Scotland, Greenspace Scotland, SNH,
SEPA, the Scottish Executive and the
Sustainable Scotland Network.

http://www.ernestcooktrust
.org.uk/frames.htm
http://www.communityweb
net.org.uk/

Deadline
Typically 4
deadlines per
year.

Awarding
Organization/Body
Dulux

Award Title

Amount Available

Description

Colouring the
Community

materials

Paint and Materials available for
community projects

Between £15,000
and £30,000
Phone to discuss
applications over
£100k

The Environment programme of the
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation wishes to
promote environmental improvements
which balance the needs of people and
wildlife.

Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation

Applications
by post only,
deadlines
usually
January and
August

Forest Education
Initiative
(Forestry
Commission)

Forestry
Commission

Forward Scotland

Forest Schools

£201 to £5000

Community
Grants

Check website for
current projects
and funding

Contact

Deadline

Colouring the Community Open deadline
c/o Beverley Fear
Dulux Decorator Centres
Manchester Road
West Timperley
Altrincham WA14 5PG
www.esmeefairbairn.org.u
k

For Forest Education Initiative ‘clusters’ http://www.foresteducation
February
(must already be established), they can
.org/forest_schools.php
June
provide match funding for specific
October
projects that develop, among young
people, a greater understanding of
trees, woodlands, forest management,
forest products and wood as a
sustainable resource
WIAT
New arrangements
Application
Support for planting and improving
231 Corstorphine Road
(Woods in and
for funding being
procedure
woodlands in urban areas
Edinburgh
around towns)
introduced in 2008
being updated
EH12 7AT
– contact
0131 334 0303
Scottish Forestry centralscotland.con
Grants Scheme s@forestry.gsi.gov.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/f
uk for details
orestry/HCOU-4U4HZM
For community groups actively seeking
to improve the integrated social,
economic and environmental aspects of
their community

http://www.forwardscotland.org.uk/

80

Ferguslie Park Green Network

Awarding
Organization/Body
Hayward
Foundation

Heritage Lottery
Fund

Award Title

Amount Available
Up to £5000

Description
HERE ARE OUR CURRENT
CATEGORIES:

Contact

Deadline

Hayward House
45 Harrington Gardens
London
SW7 4JU
Tel: 020 7370 7063

Heritage and Conservation
Criminal Justice
Hospices
http://www.charleshayward
Older People.
foundation.org.uk/
Overseas
Youth at Risk
0131 225 9450
To promote the awareness an
understanding of Scotland’s heritage.
http://www.hlf.org.uk
Priorities are access and education,
local and national heritage and heritage
conservation.

Your Heritage

From £5,000 to
£50,000

Heritage Grants

Over £50,000

Partnership funding contribution
required (if applying for this larger grant,
a project planning grant is also
available)

Landscape
Partnerships

£250,000 to
£2,000,000

It caters for applications based round a
portfolio of projects, which combine to
provide a varied package of benefits to
an area, its communities which live,
work and visit there.

Young Roots

£5,000 to £25,000

Young Roots offers grants of between
£5,000 and £25,000. The scheme aims
to involve 13-20 year-olds (up to 25 for
those with special needs) in finding out
about their heritage, developing skills,
building confidence and promoting
community involvement. Young Roots
projects stem directly from young
peoples' interests and ideas, harnessing
their creativity and energy and helping
them work with others in their local
community.

30 Jun 2008

Parks for People

£250,000 to
£5,000,000

the restoration and regeneration of
public parks and gardens, including
squares, walks and promenades
(partnership funding)

31 Mar
30 Sept

31 Mar 2008
30 Nov 2008
(new form)
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Awarding
Organization/Body
Landfill
Communities Fund
(ENTRUST)
LandTrust

Award Title

(distributing funds
from landfill operators
– Landfill
Communities Fund)

Amount Available

Description

Contact

Information on finding funding through
the Landfill Communities Fund

http://www.entrust.org.uk/h
ome

projects that involve reclaiming land, the
use of which has been prevented by
some previous activity

LandTrust
Thompson Building
(CIDS),
University of Glasgow,
University Avenue,
Glasgow
G12 8QQ
Tel 0141 330 2012

projects that reduce or prevent pollution
on land
projects that provide or maintain public
amenities or parks within 10 miles of a
landfill site

Lloyds TSB
Foundation

Inspiring
Scotland

Grant Scheme

0870 902 1201
http://www.fundingthefutur
e.org.uk/index.asp?tm=11

Awarding
Organization/Body
Paisley Partnership

Award Title

Amount Available

Description

Contact

The Community
Action Fund

Up to £8,000

can be used to help a wide range of
projects, as long as they meet one of
five themes: Improving Health;
Engaging Young People; Getting
People Back Into Work; Building Strong,
Safe and Attractive Communities and
Raising Educational Attainment.

Annette Kiernan
(Ferguslie Park)

Deadline

akiernan@paisleypartnership.co.uk
0141 887 7707
http://www.paisleypartners
hip.com/grants.asp

Renfrewshire
Council

http://www.landtrust.demo
n.co.uk/index.htm

delivery of biodiversity conservation for
UK species habitats
Organisations delivering work aimed at
0870 428 1982
improving the lives of 14 to 19 year olds
in Scotland are invited to contact us to http://www.inspiringscotlan
d.org.uk/proposal.html
discuss how their work might fit with the
aims of Inspiring Scotland
The Foundation distributes its funds to
recognised charities in Scotland which
are focused on improving the quality of
life and creating equality of opportunity
for people in Scotland. This applies
particularly to those who are
disadvantaged and marginalised, with
particular emphasis on grassroots
charities, and organisations which help
those most in need become selfsufficient or improve the quality of their
lives.

Deadline

Community
Grant Scheme

Up to £2,500

Grants are available to properly
constituted local groups and voluntary
organisations which undertake activities
that will benefit local communities.

Corporate Services
Department
0141 840 3499
0141 840 3147
http://www.renfrewshire.go
v.uk/ilwwcm/publishing.nsf/
Content/Navigation-ceYourGuideCouncilGrantsH
omePage

28 Mar 08

Renfrewshire
Council

Common Good
Fund

Total £5-10k

Strengthening communities

Finance and IT department
0141 842 5533
http://www.renfrewshire.go
v.uk/ilwwcm/publishing.nsf/
Content/Navigation-ceYourGuideCouncilGrantsH
omePage

Renfrewshire
Council

Landfill Tax

£5k (total?)

Environmental improvement for
community groups

Renfrewshire
Council

Community
Regeneration
Fund
Housing and
Community
Action

10k (total?)

For community groups

10k (total?)

For community groups

Renfrewshire
Council

Renfrewshire
Environmental Trust
Renfrewshire Council
Community Planning
Renfrewshire Council
Housing Department
Renfrewshire Council
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Awarding
Organization/Body
Scottish
Government

Award Title

Amount Available

Environmental
Justice Fund

£100,000 to
500,000

Description

Contact

Deadline

To be eligible to apply for funding,
http://www.scotland.gov.uk
/Topics/SustainableDevelo
communities needed to demonstrate
pment/envjusticegrants
how they have been affected by past or
present damaging or polluting activity.
In addition, projects must:
Improve the local environment for
communities and promote
environmental justice by addressing
damaged or inadequate environments
caused by past or present damaging or
polluting activity;
Have the full engagement and support
of the local community and help build
capacity to enable and encourage local
people to participate in decisions about
their environment;

Scottish
Government

Biodiversity
Action Grants
Scheme

Scottish Natural
Heritage

Community
Grant Scheme

Awarding
Organization/Body
Scottish Community
Foundation

Award Title

In association with
Hilden Charitable
Fund, the PF
Charitable Trust, the
Dulverton Trust,
Citibank, the Tudor
Trust and the
Sportsman's Charity

Scottish
Government
(see also Forward
Scotland)

Promote and support sustainable
development and have demonstrable
social, environmental and economic
outcomes that benefit the local
community.
Funding for groups that help meet the
needs of those at greatest disadvantage
in society and also which improve the
quality of life in the community.
Up to £10,000

(CERS)

Battleby
Redgorton
Perth
PH1 3EW
01738 627921
www.snh.org.uk

15 April
1 September

http://www.snh.org.uk/abo
ut/ab-grants01.asp

Amount Available

Description

Contact

Main grants
scheme up to
£5000

The Scottish Community Foundation is a
charity dedicated to strengthening
communities by awarding grants that
make a genuine difference to the lives of
local people.

0131 225 6670

Small grants
scheme £1000

Community
Environmental
Renewal Grants
Scheme

‘Special places’
‘Supporting biodiversity’
‘Enjoying Scotland’s Outdoors’
‘Paths and routes’
‘Attractive places to live’
‘Involving people’
etc

http://www.biodiversityscotl
and.gov.uk/pageType2.ph
p?id=14&t
ype=2&navID=50

Deadline

http://www.scottishcommu
nityfoundation.com/

We can help individuals, families,
companies, charitable trusts, in fact
anyone who wants to give something
back. We also provide services for their
financial and legal advisers.
Similarly, organisations and charities can
apply for a grant and create a lasting
impact in their community.

projects directed at the provision,
restoration, protection or the promotion
of understanding of:
�
�
�

landscape, habitats and local
biodiversity
the built or cultural environment,
including historic, geological or
archaeological heritage
community recreational
amenities.

Administered by Forward
Scotland
http://www.forwardscotland.org.uk/
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Awarding
Organization/Body
The Nationwide
Foundation

Award Title

Amount Available
Small grants
scheme up to
£5000

Description
To promote the well-being of young
men, women and children whose
lives have been affected by
domestic violence and to reduce
the prevalence of domestic
violence through increased service
provision, education and
awareness raising

Contact

Deadline

The Foundation Office
Nationwide House
Pipers Way
Swindon
SN38 2SN
Tel: 01793 657183
Fax: 01793 652339

Open deadline
Application
from on web
or from
address.
Phone to
discuss prior
to application.

To improve the quality of life of
families with a member or
members in prison, through the
provision of services responsive to
their needs
To provide young people who are
or have been involved with the
criminal justice system with a
rehabilitation programme
designed to obtain the skills,
confidence and personal support
networks to enable them to lead
fulfilled and successful lives
Tree Council

Community
Trees grant
Trees for
Schools

£100 to £700

The Tree Council's two grants
51 Catherine Place
programmes, the ‘Trees for Schools'
London
and ‘Community Trees' funds are
SW1E 6DY
available for schools and community
0171 828 9928
groups within the UK who are able to
show that children under the age of 16 http://www.treecouncil.org.
uk/?q=grants
will be actively engaged in the planting
projects. We are able to fund projects
between £100 and £700 and successful
applicants will receive up to 75%
towards their planting costs.

31 July each
year
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Mike Hyatt Landscape Architects
5 Stables Yard
1103 Argyle Street
Glasgow
G3 8ND
0141 847 0062
contact: mike@mikehyatt.com
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