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A Green Network Strategy For the Glasgow City Region

The Green Network Vision

Benefits of the Green Network
for the Glasgow City Region

The idea of a Green Network was conceived in the
Glasgow City Region (GCR) more than ten years
ago when it was recognised that improving the
environmental quality of the region would support
the region’s economic competiveness, and the
health and wellbeing of the region’s people.
The Green Network would link urban and rural
areas and be transformational in terms of its
vision, scale and commitment to action.

In line with the Scottish Government’s vision for Scotland, the region’s Green
Network has the potential to provide a wide range of meaningful and valuable
benefits for this area, its environment and the people living and working here.

In 2006 the GCV Green Network Partnership
(the Partnership) was formed to catalyse
and facilitate the delivery of the Green
Network and brings together the eight
regional authorities as well as Forestry
Commission Scotland, the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency, Scottish
Enterprise, Scottish Natural Heritage and
the Glasgow Centre for Population
Health. The Partnership’s vision is of
a transformed environment, one that
improves lives and communities and
lets business flourish.

The Glasgow City Region's Green Network
will provide well-connected, high quality,
multi-functional greenspaces throughout
the region. From cycle paths to allotments,
wildlife habitats to urban rain gardens.
The Green Network will provide easy and
well-linked access to the outdoors for
people of all ages, wherever they live or
work, creating new opportunities to
actively explore our region’s wonderful
assets as part of their everyday lives.

The Green Network is
embedded in national
and regional plans
National
The GCV Green Network is a
regional component of the Central
Scotland Green Network (CSGN),
which is a National Development in
the National Planning Framework.
The Glasgow City Region occupies
one third of the CSGN area and is
home to 50% of its population.

Regional
The Green Network is part of the
Placemaking Policy principles in
the region’s strategic development
plan, ‘Clydeplan’.

A successful,
sustainable place
– Vibrant places that will 		
attract and retain business
investment
– Attractive places where 		
people want to live and 		
work
– Increased opportunities
for formal and informal 		
educational activities
– More active, healthier 		
workforce

A natural,
resilient place
– Enhanced natural 		
environments delivering 		
secure resource availability
for industry
– A protected natural 		
environment that supports
our precious wildlife

A connected place

A low carbon place

– Well-designed places where
communities can thrive and
crime is reduced

– Attractive off-road routes
encouraging a switch to 		
active travel

– Attractive places providing
opportunities for exercise,
and mental wellbeing

– Locking up carbon 		
emissions in restored 		
peatland and new 		
woodland

– Reduced damage from 		
extreme weather events
– Improved air and water 		
quality, helping to reduce
costs and improve health

A recent Scottish Government study
assessed a selection of potential
benefits of the Green Network for
valuation: crime reduction, health
benefits, carbon sequestration and
flood damage reduction. The study
concluded that based on just these
selected benefits that every £1 spent
on delivery of the CSGN would
deliver a flow of benefits worth
£2.14 by 2050, and that these
benefits will continue to accrue
beyond 2050. This is believed to
be a relatively conservative central
estimate of these benefits.

Supporting the GCR Economic Strategy by
The active travel ‘offer’

Skills development

Substantial improvement of the
region’s ‘active travel offer’ which helps
to attract visitors and new business
location decisions.

Delivery of the Green Network
will provide opportunities for the
development of new skills for those
entering the job market.

The tourism ‘offer’

Healthier workforce

Providing a more attractive walkable
and liveable city region connecting 		
visitors with the social and cultural 		
locations for which the region is 		
internationally renowned.

The Green Network will provide
opportunities for people to live
more active lifestyles while enjoying
a healthier environment.
Innovation

Greening of vacant and derelict land
Such transformations will improve the
social and physical fabric of blighted
areas, and will encourage inward
investment for new housing or
business development.

Green Network delivery requires
innovative approaches to urban
design, leading to new opportunities
for product development.
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What will be delivered
The Partnership's ambition is that the Green Network is easily
accessible to everyone who lives and works in the City Region.
This will mean that any part of the urban region will be no
more than a 5 minute walk to quality greenspace, connected
to the wider Green Network. However, delivery at that scale
will take time and a concerted and co-ordinated effort.

The Green Network will be formed from six key outputs:

3,500ha

More than 3,500 hectares of
VACANT & DERELICT LAND
(VDL) GREENING

4,000
Over 4,000 new
allotment plots for
COMMUNITY GROWING
SPACES

30km

2

30 square kilometres
of URBAN GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE

500km2

500km2 of new woodland
and other WILDLIFE
HABITATS

5,500

The Green Network Blueprint

The equivalent of around
5,500 football pitches of
NEW & IMPROVED
GREENSPACE

1,0

km

Over 1,000km the distance from
Glasgow to Paris - in new
ACTIVE TRAVEL ROUTES

Strategic Delivery Areas
The Partnership's initial focus for delivery
is on those areas within the region where
there is high potential to deliver multiple
Green Network benefits; on vacant and
derelict land, integrated into development
proposals or on existing poor quality
greenspace. We call these locations
Strategic Delivery Areas (SDAs). There are
16 SDAs across the region. The benefits we
expect to see delivered in these areas are:
– increased activity levels resulting in
health improvement
– climate change adaptation measures,
particularly for flooding
– improving access to greenspace
– habitat creation to reduce habitat 		
fragmentation

The Partnership is currently working up
a strategic masterplan - the Green Network
Blueprint – to guide its systematic delivery
across the Glasgow & Clyde Valley region
over the coming decades. The Blueprint will
provide a spatial representation of the key
connections that the Green Network will
provide between places where people live
and work, and the greenspaces where they
wish to spend time. The delivery of this
strategic network of connected quality
greenspaces over the coming decades will
be a major contribution to the delivery of
our ambition for the GCV Green Network.
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How will it be delivered?
A variety of mechanisms will need to be employed to
deliver the region’s Green Network. Amongst these
the major mechanisms are likely to be:
Planned development

Infrastructure improvements

Securing delivery of the Green Network
as an integral part of planning proposals
is likely to be an increasingly important
delivery mechanism. Comprehensive and
robust planning policy for both the Green
Network and green infrastructure will be
required and this should be consistent
across the region.

There will be significant investment
in the region’s infrastructure over the
coming decades (e.g. GCR City Deal
projects) which provide a unique
opportunity to ensure that green
infrastructure is designed as a
component part of these investments.
Integration of the Green Network into
new infrastructure projects will not only
deliver economic value, it will deliver
additional environmental and social
benefits.

Public sector activities
Public sector organisations are major
deliverers and managers of Green
Network assets but they are under
tremendous financial pressure and
budgets for Green Network related
investments are being reduced.
Nevertheless, their delivery potential
remains and needs to be secured.
This will ensure delivery of the array
of public service benefits which flow
from well-maintained, publicly-owned,
multi-functional Green Network assets.

In order to gain most value from these
mechanisms it will be essential that the
GCR continues to work on and sustain
a shared vision of the Green Network.
Partnership working will be essential to
ensure that the different mechanisms
deliver the component parts of the
Green Network as envisaged and that
economies of scale and alignment of
project objectives are achieved
wherever possible.

Major projects
There will be opportunities for the region
to bid for funding for the delivery of
major Green Network projects in the
coming years (e.g. Landscape Partnership
funding through the Heritage Lottery
Fund). It is essential that regional
organisations continue to identify
potential major projects and work
together to prepare proposals as
and when opportunities arise.

The Partnership’s aspiration for delivery of the Green Network

By 2020

– The GN Blueprint and Strategic 		
Delivery Areas are embedded in the
plans and strategies of all Green 		
Network major players
– Effective Green Network policies are
embedded in local development plans
and guidance
– Project delivery in SDAs is underway

2025

By 2030

– Green Infrastructure is routinely 		
delivered in all new development
– Major Green Network projects have
been delivered with more in 		
preparation
– The transformation of long-term 		
vacant and derelict land to vibrant
greenspaces is changing perceptions
of the region

2035

By 2040

2045

By 2050

– The GN Blueprint is nearing completion
providing people with new, attractive
off-road routes to places they want
to go

– The GCV Green Network is delivered

– Major new GN attractions are
bringing new visitors to the region

– The region benefits from a resilient
flow of ecosystem services attracting
talent and investment

– New mechanisms to secure 		
maintenance funding for Green 		
Network assets are in place

– People in the region enjoy a 		
transformed environment and lead
more active, healthier lives
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How much will the
Green Network cost?
The Partnership recently completed a study which
estimated the capital costs for the delivery of the
Green Network in the Glasgow City Region.

Planning conditions

Non mainstream funding

Mainstream funding

The study concluded that delivering the
Green Network over the next 35 years
will require an estimated £1.1billion equivalent to approximately £33million
per year.

A significant investment, but annually
it equates to the cost of creating just
one mile of motorway –a comparatively
small amount given the significant
benefits it will yield, now and in
the future.

Shortfall

28%
38%

Where might the funding come from?
The Partnership also completed a study
which assessed the current potential
sources of funding for the capital costs
for delivery of the CSGN. This study
identified 21 individual readily available
funding sources which have the potential
to provide for the capital costs of delivery.
The potential major funding sources
include: the Scottish Rural Development
Programme; Transport Scotland’s active
travel programmes; Scottish Landfill
Communities Fund; City Deal
infrastructure investment; Lottery
Funding programmes.

A major conclusion of the study was
the importance of the planning system
as a route to ensuring delivery of the
Green Network as an integral part of
development proposals. The planning
system should deliver approximately
26% of the total capital costs of the
Green Network.
However, the identified funding sources
can only currently provide a maximum of
62% of the required budget on an annual
basis if the vision of a Central Scotland
Green Network is to be realised by 2050.
More work will have to be done in the

Estimated %
of funding by
programme for
the total annual
target budget

9%

26%

coming years to identify new ways of
resourcing delivery. This may mean that
greater emphasis will need to be given
to ensuring green infrastructure (as a
component part of the Green Network)
is delivered alongside other land-use
and infrastructure projects.

GCV Green Network
cost comparison
Queensferry Crossing
£1,350,000,000*

*Capital cost estimate at start of project.

GCV Green Network
£1,100,000,000*
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Who needs to be involved?
Many organisations and individuals from within the region and beyond will
have an important role to ensure the ambition and scale of delivery for the
GCV Green Network is realised.

GCV Green Network Partnership

Local authorities

Health and education services

Specifically formed to champion and
facilitate delivery of the region’s Green
Network, it will continue to perform
this role into the future.

The region’s eight councils, particularly
their planning, land services and
regeneration departments, will have
an important role to ensure that Green
Network assets in public ownership or
within development proposals deliver
best value in the form of public goods
and services.

Health Boards, universities and other
further education establishments manage
substantial landholdings within the
region. Their plans and strategies should
consider the potential to deliver their
public service objectives through delivery
of the Green Network.

Other regional partnerships
Clydeplan, MGSDP and Climate Ready
Clyde are important complementary
partnerships which have a vested
interest in furthering the delivery of
the Green Network to achieve their
organisational aims.

Glasgow City Region
The recently formed governance
structures that support the objectives
of the GCR will have an important role to
ensure the Green Network delivers a more
attractive region to investors and visitors,
and better opportunities for those who
live and work in the region.

Government agencies
The Scottish Government’s land and
environment agencies (i.e. Forestry
Commission Scotland, Scottish Natural
Heritage, Scottish Environment Protection
Agency and Transport Scotland) will have
an important role to ensure that policies
and funding mechanisms continue to
support the delivery (and the capacity
to deliver) the GCV Green Network as
a regional component of a National
Development, the CSGN. The National
Forest Estate, managed by Forest
Enterprise Scotland, is an important
potential delivery mechanism for the
Green Network.

Infrastructure providers
The telecoms, rail, water, health,
energy, and other infrastructure and
service providers manage substantial
landholdings within the region.
Their plans and strategies should
consider the potential to deliver wider
public benefits through Green Network
delivery where this complements their
organisational objectives.

Housing developers
The region aims to substantially increase
the rate of residential development
delivered over the coming decades.
Housing developers will need to ensure
that their proposals are design led and
deliver the Green Network as part of a
placemaking approach to development.

The City Region has led the way in developing and driving
forward the Green Network concept. By working together
and acting strategically over the coming years there is a
tremendous opportunity to realise an array of Green Network
benefits helping to make the Glasgow City Region a better
environment for all those who live, work or visit here.

