Maidenhill Development
An exemplar of Green Infrastructure development

THE BIG IDEA
Maidenhill is a large scale residential
development site which has the Green Network
and Green Infrastructure as central components
of its Masterplan and Design Guidance. It is an
exemplar of how planning policy and guidance
should give Green Infrastructure the same level
of importance as “grey” infrastructures such as
roads and energy and be ‘designed in’ to new
developments from the outset.

Maidenhill: An exemplar of
how Green Infrastructure
should and can be given the
same level of importance as
other infrastructures

The Maidenhill site is located on the edge of Newton Mearns to the south of Glasgow on an
85ha greenfield release site on which a thousand new homes will be built. The approach to
design and masterplanning East Renfrewshire Council has taken will deliver a high quality,
attractive place which provides recreation and active travel opportunities for residents and
promotes biodiversity.

“

The Partnership’s approach really helped the development
team set out high standards for Green Infrastructure
delivery on the site. Their continuing support was
invaluable

”

Anne McAleer, Principal Development Officer, East Renfrewshire Council

DEVELOPMENT
The Partnership’s approach to Integrating Green Infrastructure (IGI) has been promoted to
partners over the last two years and was recognised by East Renfrewshire Council as a
model which would be beneficial to the Maidenhill development.
The Partnership worked with East
Renfrewshire Council to advise on how
best to ensure the integration of IGI.
The first step was a Hydrological Study
which was used to inform surface
water management for the site and
which also provided the “backbone
and skeleton” for the Green Network
and the locations for Green
Infrastructure.

“

Through Partnership working East Renfrewshire Council
were able to bring together different developers with
disparate housing proposals to help vision a better
connected new housing area linked by Integrated Green
Infrastructure, this will result in a much more attractive
and sustainable housing development.

”

Karen Anderson, Consulting Partner, Anderson, Bell, Christie.

MAIDENHILL TODAY
Through application of the IGI approach, which seeks to derive multiple benefits by
integrating SuDS, access routes, habitat corridors and multi‐functional open space into
the same land parcels, Maidenhill has the potential to be a truly innovative development
and an exemplar of good practice.
To ensure the principles described above are delivered the council produced a detailed
Development Framework and draft site masterplan for developers to express what is
expected from their planning applications. The documents will also guide development
management planners in assessing whether planning applications meet the council’s
aspirations for the site.
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