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INTRODUCTION
“The Green Network is an ambitious 20
year programme, which will link parks,
walkways, woodlands and countryside
along miles of path and cycle routes
bringing a range of social, economic
and environmental benefits to the
Glasgow metropolitan region. Our Vision
is for a transformed environment which
improves lives and communities and
lets business flourish.”
Glasgow Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership

Balloch Castle
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River Clyde

Understanding the Green
Network
1.1
The Green Network approach
seeks to create a network of quality
greenspaces across the Glasgow
Metropolitan Region. The concept
of green networks advocates a
joined-up approach to environmental
management. Rather than
concentrating on individual sites in
isolation and specific neighbourhoods,
the approach considers the
relationship between greenspaces,
habitats and the needs of surrounding
communities. The definition of green
network assets provides a clear
strategy and policy framework for
setting priorities for investment.
Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green
Network Partnership (GCV GNP) is the
organisation tasked with delivering the
strategy for the wider region.

1.2
Increasingly, it is recognised that
Green Networks provide multiple
benefits, and an understanding
of these provides the context
for identifying future long term
opportunities.
Investment and improvement in the
Green Network can deliver a number
of benefits. It can create;
• Stronger Communities - developing
places to be proud of
• Health Improvement - taking steps
to well being
• Biodiversity and the Environment –
creating linked-up wildlife habitats
• Enterprise Development – boosting
local economies
1.3
Green Networks can include a range
of greenspaces including green

corridors, semi-natural spaces, public
parks, sports areas and amenity
spaces. They can, and should, provide
for multi-functional uses including
wildlife, recreational and cultural
experiences. Finally, they operate at
all spatial scales from urban centres
and urban fringe areas to wider open
countryside.

Project Brief
1.4
The objective of the study is to draw
up a bold and imaginative strategy for
the Strathleven Corridor that aims to
deliver a step change in the scale and
quality of the Green Network. This in
turn should seek to improve the study
area’s competitiveness for investment,
quality of life, biodiversity and wellbeing.

The aims of the project are to:
• Align the Green Network strategy
and potential interventions with
strategic objectives of the Scottish
Government, along with other key
policy initiatives and objectives
operative at the local level
• Promote Green Network
enhancements that can support
urban regeneration within the
Strathleven corridor
• Identify how development
opportunities could align with
and help deliver improvements to
greenspace provision, supported
by a clear vision of a Strathleven
Corridor Green Network
An understanding of the existing
Green Network resource reveals
that there is substantial potential for
improvements to bring wider benefits.

Understanding the
Opportunity
1.5
The Green Network within the
Strathleven Corridor exhibits
considerable diversity, both in terms
of the range of open spaces and
their quality. Located between the
world renowned water bodies of
Loch Lomond to the north and the
River Clyde to the south, the network
CARDROSS
includes a mixture of semi-natural
parks (Balloch Country Park), water
bodies (Carman Reservoir), formal
urban parks (Levengrove Park) and
amenity spaces. A co-ordinated
green network strategy is required
to identify key improvements to
the network, linking these to wider
regeneration proposals.

Benefits of the Green Network
LOCH
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The Strathleven Corridor
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1.6
In a strategic sense, the Green
Network plays a significant role
in defining the towns of the Vale
of Leven and Dumbarton. The
network connects these towns to the
surrounding wider rural hinterland.
At a more detailed level, the network
offers the potential to deliver the
following specified benefits;

a) Stronger Communities
• Improve the quality of urban life
within the corridor - making it
an attractive place to live. Good
quality green space can help to
raise the image and perception
of the area and help to restore
confidence. High quality green
space can help to attract
economically active residents,
attract inward investment and
help to increase property values.
• Create connections between
communities and key destinations
including employment locations,
key centres and leisure
destinations. Improvements
to the network can not only
seek to link green space assets
but also offer potential to link
communities to key locations and
centres.

b) Health Improvement
• Respond to local community
needs relating to recreational
activity, supporting healthy
lifestyles and enhancing physical
and psychological wellbeing.

c) Enterprise Development
• Underpin and promote tourism as
a growing industry in the corridor.
Green Networks can play a
significant part in underpinning
tourism and promoting local

heritage. For the Strathleven
Corridor, Loch Lomond
presents an international tourist
destination.
• Help to deliver economic benefits
within areas of need through
supported planned regeneration
projects. Effectively helping to
add value, restore confidence to
neighbourhoods and providing
attractive environments for
commercial development.

d) Biodiversity and the
Environment
• Reinforcing local heritage and
identity. The Green Network
connects both tourist and
heritage attractions and offers
potential to underpin their future
promotion through investment.
This includes local heritage
assets such as the Robert the
Bruce trail and Dumbarton
Castle.
• Provide substantial ecological
benefit and help to alleviate
flood risk. The network provides
a comprehensive and varying
habitat for wildlife. It includes
important wildlife corridors,
ancient woodland and green
spaces which can be enhanced
to improve overall biodiversity.
Green infrastructure within urban
areas have an important role to
play in managing surface water
run off and flood water storage.
In particular, conserving and
enhancing the river corridor will
help to absorb fluctuating water
volumes (whilst maintaining
aesthetic qualities and
biodiversity function).
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CONTEXT
Policy Context
2.1
This strategy has been influenced
by extant planning policy objectives,
which will continue to guide and shape
subsequent projects and proposals
for the improvement of greenspace
within the Strathleven Corridor. The
most influential policy documents are
the National Planning Framework 2
[NPF2] (2009), the adopted Glasgow
& the Clyde Valley Joint Structure
Plan (2008) and the adopted West
Dumbartonshire Local Plan (2010).

opportunities. It will make Central
Scotland a more attractive place to
live and do business, help to absorb
CO2 and promote healthier, more
active lifestyles”. NPF2 recognises
that the Glasgow and Clyde Valley
Green Network Partnership is
delivering this National Development
in the west Central Belt by “taking
forward a programme of greenspace
enhancement designed to
promote healthier lifestyles, better
environments, greater biodiversity,
stronger communities and economic
opportunity.”

2.2

2.3

NPF2 identifies the Central Scotland
Green Network as one of fourteen
“National Developments” in
recognition that its delivery “offers
the opportunity to effect a step
change in environmental quality,
woodland cover and recreational

The GCV Structure Plan (2006)
identifies a high quality,
multifunctional Green Network
spanning the metropolitan region as
one of its three key themes which
would deliver sustainable economic
growth for the area. In 2007 the
GCV Green Network Partnership
was formally launched to work
strategically in coordinating and
facilitating delivery of the Green
Network. The scale of change
envisaged through the creation of

new jobs, construction of new homes,
investment in town centres, the
treatment of vacant and derelict land
and the establishment of a Green
Network will be delivered through
Local Plans.
2.4
The West Dunbartonshire Local
Plan aims to ensure that West
Dunbartonshire is well placed to meet
many of the challenges associated
with the growth anticipated by the
Structure Plan. The plan sets out
a series of objectives, below. A high
quality, effective Green Network is
central to achieving these;
•

to identify sustainable locations
for key strategic developments

•

to enable sustainable economic
and environmental regeneration

•

to ensure that sufficient land
is available in appropriate
locations to meet development
requirements

•

to conserve environmental
resources

•

to identify future areas of land use
change

•

to promote and support
improvements in environmental
quality

•

to ensure sustainable and
integrated transport and
infrastructure provision

2.5
The central role of Green Networks
is reflected in Policy GN 1, which
commits to “promoting, protecting
and improving the Green Network
throughout West Dunbartonshire, and
offering linkages with recreational
opportunities of neighbouring
authorities and Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs National Park”. Policy
GN 1 confirms that “when assessing
development, consideration must
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be given to the impact on the Green
Network. Development which is
detrimental to the Green Network will
be considered contrary to the Plan.
New development should contribute
positively to the protection and
improvement of the Green Network.”
2.6
This policy provision reflects the
fact that West Dunbartonshire has
a special environment which holds
many differing landscape settings in
very close proximity. In particular,
the urban landscape is very linear in
nature and closely contained by the
rising topography of the Kilpatrick
Hills and the Bromley and Carman
Muirs.
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Regeneration Priorities

2.9

2.8
The Strathleven Corridor is a West
Dunbartonshire regeneration priority.
Traditionally the economic rationale
of the area was based on heavy
engineering, including shipbuilding,
dyeing of textiles and whisky distilling.
However, erosion of this base and
subsequent economic restructuring
has led to significant socio-economic
decline.

One indicator of the severity of this
decline has been the change in
population. Between 1981 and 2008
the population of West Dunbartonshire
has declined by roughly 14%. This
decline is far in excess of other
surrounding Local Authorities
including East Dunbartonshire, East
Renfrewshire and Renfrewshire. The
weakening of the local economy is
also reflected in the average pay of
West Dumbartonshire residents,
which lags behind that of its
neighbours.

2.7
The Green Network is an important
concept in the management of
land whether it be urban or rural.
Preservation of the countryside and
the enduring nature of the Green Belt
has focussed investment towards
urban regeneration. The Green
Network recognises the importance
of the rural resource but focuses on
the connectivity of this resource with
a network of urban green spaces. This
reflects the Government’s agenda for
social inclusion and tackling urban
dereliction.

(Source: ONS Mid Year Population Estimates)

(Source: ONS: Median Gross Weekly Pay)

Improve the quality of
urban life
2.10
The continued decline in the number
of economically active people
within West Dunbartonshire has
had considerable negative impacts,
undermining the spending capacity
and economic profile of the area. A key
challenge for the future of greenspace
provision is to ensure that investment
within the corridor seeks to make
West Dunbartonshire an attractive
residential location, particularly for
families. The role of Dumbarton and
the Vale of Leven, as a sustainable
residential location, should be
strengthened and high quality
greenspace provision can assist in
delivering stronger communities.
While a number of factors influence
decision making with regards to
choosing locations in which to live,
access to high quality greenspace
is seen as an increasingly desirable
asset and can help to underpin the
residential offer of neighbourhoods.
2.11
One of the Network’s core strengths
lies in its proximity to impressive

Selected Indictors

waterfronts and surrounding rural
hinterland. The distinctiveness and
scenic value of the corridor can be a
driver for positive change.

Responding to Local Community
Needs
2.12
While the health of a population is a
complex interaction of many different
factors including personal life choices
and access to resources and wealth,
it is generally accepted that creating
opportunities for physical activity can
play a part in encouraging healthier
lifestyles. Enhancing the environment
is central to improving our sense of
well-being. Access to good-quality
public spaces can help to improve
our physical and mental health,
encouraging us to walk, play sport, or
simply to enjoy a green and natural
environment.
2.13
This is particularly significant in
West Dunbartonshire. The table
below would suggest that in key
health and greenspace terms, West
Dunbartonshire performs less well
than Greater Glasgow. The network
will need to respond to the specific

recreational needs of existing and
future residents.

Help to deliver economic benefits
2.14
Increasingly, there is a need to
diversify the economic profile of
Strathleven Corridor. Currently, the
corridor acts as a gateway to the West
Highlands and the emergence of the
tourism and leisure industry has acted
as a catalyst to development in some
locations, for example Loch Lomond
Shores. Internationally recognised
tourism resources such as Loch
Lomond have ensured a continuing
increase in the number of visitors. We
see investment in the Network as a
means to rebrand the area and attract
visitors to the wider corridor.
2.15
One of the key regeneration projects
put forward within the Strathleven
Corridor is the creation of the Lomond
Canal. The proposal includes the
creation of a new canal running
alongside the River Leven, connecting
Loch Lomond with the River Clyde
and to the Forth and Clyde Canal
at Bowling Harbour. This ambitious
project would have significant socioeconomic and flood prevention
benefits.
2.16
In addition to this, there are a number
of other existing key projects that have
the potential to release significant
economic benefit (reference plan to
right);

Greater Glasgow

West Dunbartonshire

Body Mass Index 25 or over

42.5%

52.0%

People that take at least 20
minutes of vigorous exercise 3+
times per week

28.1%

20.6%

Availability of pleasant places to
walk etc

72.6%

61.7%

Availability of safe play spaces

70.2%

55.7%

Positive Perception of Leisure and
Sports Facilities

2) Esso Bowling Terminal – an
economic development-led mixed
use proposal

30.5%

25.9%

3) A82 Link Road

Positive Perception of Activities for
Young People

21.9%

14.6%

4) Dumbarton Waterfront and Town
Centre – a complete masterplan
including residential waterfront
development

(Source: Greater Glasgow Health and Well-being Study 2005 West Dunbartonshire/Sample Resident Survey)

Health and Green Space in West Dunbartonshire

1) Bowling Harbour – a residentialled mixed use proposal
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5) Lomondgate – a large mixed use
development proposal, including
residential development and
business park

2.18
Striking a balance between supporting
regeneration priorities and ensuring
the environmental quality of Green
Network assets is a key challenge
of the strategy. A priority will be
to ensure that future regeneration
maintains and enhances the Green
Network.

6) Alexandria Town Centre – a retail
and residential masterplan
7) Balloch West Riverside – mixed
use, including recreation and open
space
2.17
Lomondgate is a key development
opportunity being pursued at a
prominent location to the north
of Dumbarton. This mixed use
opportunity, which includes proposals
for a high quality business park, is
being delivered through Strathleven
Regeneration Company. The company
is focussed on promoting, supporting
and/or undertaking projects at
Lomondgate that will underpin
the economic development of the
Strathleven Corridor.
LOCH
LOMOND

Lomond Canal
2.19
One of the key regeneration projects
put forward within the Strathleven
Corridor is the creation of the Lomond
Canal. The proposal includes the
creation of a new canal running
alongside the River Leven, connecting
Loch Lomond with the River Clyde
and to the Forth and Clyde Canal
at Bowling Harbour. This ambitious
project would have significant socioeconomic and flood prevention
benefits.

BALLOCHA811

B857 7. BALLOCH
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JAMESTOWN

A82

6. ALEXANDRIA
TOWN CENTRE

BONHILL
A813

RENTON
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5. LOMOND
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BELLSMYRE

A812
A814
4. DUMBARTON
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The Strathleven Corridor key regeneration projects

2.20
Clearly the number of boating visitors
attracted to the area would increase
considerably and this combined
with supporting visitor attractions
would help to support existing
businesses. The provision of an
associated towpath with the canal,
combined with improved signage,
can create recreational and tourism
links between Dumbarton Town
Centre, Loch Lomond and locations in
between.

Name of Attraction

% of Marks
Awarded

2003 Visits

Stirling Castle, Stirling

385,220

Towns and Villages

13.7

Scottish Wool Centre, Aberfoyle

281,253

Visitor Attractions

13.6

The National Park Gateway, Balloch

278,417

Suitable Accommodation

13.0

Royal Burgh of Stirling Visitor Centre,
Stirling

195,439

Friendliness of People

12.3

Trossachs Woollen Mill, by Callander

150, 511

Events

11.4

Rob Roy Visitor Centre, Callander

144,196

Landscape and Scenery

11.1

Queen Elizabeth Forest Pk Visitor
Centre, Aberfoyle

134,764

Coffee Shops/Restaurants

9.1

Trossachs Discovery Centre, Aberfoyle

134,367

Parks and Gardens

7.0

National Wallace Monument, Stirling

123,784

Persuasive Advertising

4.6

Breadalbane Folklore Centre, Killin

77,164

Boat/Train Experiences

4.2

(Source: Argyll, Loch Lomond and Forth Valley Tourism Partnership – Region
Market Analysis 2003)

(Source: Argyll, Loch Lomond and Forth Valley Tourism Partnership – Region
Market Analysis 2003)

Regional Tourism Attractions

Tourism and Leisure
2.21
Green Networks play a significant part
in promoting tourism and this is highly
relevant to the Strathleven Corridor. It
not only accommodates and attracts
significant tourist activity in its own
right, but also acts as a gateway
from Glasgow / Glasgow Airport and
the south to wider attractions and
destinations such as The Trossachs.
2.22
Loch Lomond is a key attractor: an
international tourist destination that
is highly important to the regional
economy. This can be evidenced by,
for example, the National Park Visitor
Centre at Balloch, which is rated as
the third most popular attraction in
the “Scottish Heartlands” (the area

covering Argyll, Loch Lomond and
the Forth Valley) in terms of visitor
numbers.
2.23
Although the Loch does give rise to
some tourist activity along the River
Leven (e.g. fishing and boating) much
of the rest of the Strathleven Corridor
does not benefit from significant
visitor numbers and associated
economic benefits. A strong Green
Network through the corridor has
the potential to help change this by
promoting linked trips within the
valley itself, opening up attractive
trails that provide a strong sense
of connection between the Clyde
and Loch Lomond, and improve the
accessibility of potential destinations
and/or tourist accommodation in and
around Dumbarton and Balloch.

Regional Tourism Motivating Influences

2.24
Whilst specific attractions are
unquestionably important in drawing
visitors, other, more ‘passive’
factors are increasingly recognised
as being motivating factors behind
the decisions of holidaymakers and
day trippers to spend their time and
money in particular locations. The
character of towns and villages in an
area is a major motivating factor, as
is the landscape and scenery on offer
and the friendliness of local people.
There can be no doubt that high
quality open spaces and strong Green
Networks influence these factors.
Areas that offer substantial potential
to draw tourism activity through high
quality open space include Balloch,
Dumbarton (especially the Castle /
waterfront) and Bowling Harbour.
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Historic Environment
2.25
The corridor has a diverse cultural
and built heritage which is worthy
of protection and can be reinforced
by the Green Network Strategy.
The Green Network provides the
historic setting to many of the
Listed Buildings, Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and formal parks.
Examples of this interplay includes
listed buildings such as Balloch
Castle and the surrounding Balloch
Country Park, Overtoun House and
surrounding grounds, Dumbarton
Castle and Dumbarton Waterfront.

Heritage Site and the Forth and
Clyde Canal. Whilst many of these
sites are hidden from view or require
interpretation, they represent a large
number of locally important sites
and features which enrich the local
landscapes.

2.26
The area has a strong association with
Robert the Bruce, who spent part of
his life living in West Dunbartonshire.
The Bruce Trail follows the River
Leven and includes historical
attractions such as Dumbarton Castle,
Balloch Country Park and Castle, and
Loch Lomond Youth Hostel.
2.27
There are 24 Scheduled Ancient
Monuments identified in West
Dunbartonshire. While there is
a variable distribution of these
monuments across the area, there
is also a noticeable cluster of sites
close to Old Kilpatrick, including
the Antonine Wall, which is a World

Robert the Bruce Trail

River Leven

Landscape Character
2.28
The Strathleven Corridor benefits
from a diverse and distinctive
landscape. This in turn leads to some
of the most impressive views within
the region. Protecting and enhancing
landscape character is central to
promoting and maintaining a positive
image for West Dunbartonshire.
2.29
The Glasgow and Clyde Valley
Landscape Character Assessment
recognises three Regional Character
Areas that affect the Strathleven
Corridor: “Kilpatrick and Campsie
Fells”, “Loch Lomond” and “Inner
Forth of Clyde”. The Kilpatrick
Hills edge the eastern and south
eastern part of the corridor and are
characterised by steep south facing
slopes. These hills are dominated
by rough, often craggy moorland
but include areas of commercial
forestry and a number of lochans
and small reservoirs. The Loch
Lomond character area is extensive,
comprising the loch itself, a ridge of
hills to the west and rolling farmland
to the east, and also the Leven Valley.
Urban areas are concentrated along
the Leven Valley. The Inner Firth of
Clyde comprises a mix of tidal river
areas and mudflats, rich hanging

Dumbarton Castle

woodlands along with castles and
other defensive features. This area
has extensive views across the Clyde.
2.30
The landscape character assessment
goes on to identify five specific
landscape character types in and
around the corridor 1 (in addition to
urban areas);
•

Rugged Moorland Hills and
Ridges (to the east of the valley)

•

Moorland Hills and ridges (to the
west of the valley

•

Rolling Farmland (to the north
east)

•

•
•

2.31
The network provides varying habitats
for wildlife. It includes important
wildlife corridors, ancient woodlands
and greenspaces which support
biodiversity, and which can be
enhanced further. There are a number
of important protected wildlife
habitats within and adjacent to the
corridor, including;
•

The Inner Clyde, a key
internationally protected site,
having status as SSSI, RAMSAR
and SPA

•

Auchenreoch Glen, SSSI

Drumlin Foothills (to the far east,
beyond the Rugged Moorland
Hills)

•

Lang Craigs, SSSI

•

Dumbarton Muir, SSSI

Raised Beach (edging the River
Clyde)

•

Hawcraig – Glanarbuck, SSSI

•

Boturich Woodlands (north of
Balloch Castle), SSSI

•

Also Loch Lomond, National
Scenic Area

Green Corridors (the River Clyde
and River Leven)

Source: SNH- Glasgow and Clyde Valley Landscape
Character Assessment (1999)
1

Biodiversity

There is also a Local Nature Reserve
at the Saltings under the Erskine
Bridge.

2.32
West Dunbartonshire has a high
percentage of woodland cover,
much of which comprises broadleaf
forest. Approximately 17% of the
Local Authority area is woodland,
in comparison for example with
11% in East Dunbartonshire. There
is potential to see this as one of
the defining characteristics of
the corridor, not only in terms of
landscape character / aesthetics,
but biodiversity, and a programme
of improvement to help support
woodland habitats in both rural and
urban edge locations could become a
distinctive aspect of the place. This
could for example follow the lead of
the Lang Craigs woodland creation
initiative, which seeks to create new
wildlife havens through extensive
native tree planting.
2.33
West Dunbartonshire has a high
percentage of woodland cover,
much of which is comprised of
broadleaf forests. Approximately 17%
of the local authority is woodland
in comparison to 11% in East
Dunbartonshire. The Network offers
potential to ensure that this becomes
more of a defining characteristic in
both urban as well as rural locations.

The Vale of Leven
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Water Assets and
Flooding
2.34
A rich variety of wetland habitats exist
and include the River Leven, the River
Clyde, Loch Lomond and the Forth
and Clyde Canal. Some of the rarest
and most exciting species of plants
and animals in the UK can be found
in and around these environments2.
The River Leven is an important
migration route for Atlantic salmon,
sea trout and sea lamprey. The Clyde
Estuary and lower reaches of the
River Leven contain mudflats which
are exposed at low tide. This area has
been designated as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), RAMSAR site
and Specially Protected Area (SPA) in
recognition of the habitat they provide
for the large number of waders and
wildfowl.
2.35
Stakeholder engagement through
this commission has highlighted the
importance of flood risk. The local
authority area is subject to tidal and
fluvial flooding. This is associated
with Loch Lomond, the River Leven
and the Clyde Estuary. In addition, it
has been indicated that there have
been flash flood events caused by
capacity restrictions on existing burns
flowing into the Leven. A Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment has not been
carried out in West Dunbartonshire. It
is therefore not possible to identify the
detailed characteristics of the flood
risk. Despite this, it is recognised that
green infrastructure has an important
role to play in not only managing
surface water run-off but also flood
water storage. The general approach
seeks to mimic natural drainage
processes where possible.
2.36
The projects outlined at Section 6
of this report have the potential to
compliment specialist measures for
flood management. For example,

West Dumbartonshire Council is
exploring the feasibility of several
flood solutions including the use of
defences around Dumbarton town
centre, and/or exploring ways in which
the proposed Lomond Canal can help
manage flood waters. The latter
could include development of a flood
wall along the river Leven which can

protect the town centre from extreme
flood events.

Woodland

Summary
• A key challenge for the future of the Green Network provision is to ensure
that investment within the corridor seeks to make West Dunbartonshire an
attractive residential location, particularly for families.
• In key health and greenspace terms, West Dunbartonshire performs less
well than other areas. The network will need to respond to the specific
recreational needs of existing and future residents.
• It is recognised that the main tourism activity focuses on Loch Lomond
on the southern shore of the Loch and in Balloch. The Green Network can
connect tourist attractions and offers potential to promote the wider corridor
as a tourism and leisure destination.
• The Strathleven Corridor has a diverse cultural and built heritage which is
worthy of protection and can be reinforced by the Green Network Strategy.
• Protecting and enhancing landscape character is central to promoting and
maintaining a positive image for West Dunbartonshire.
• The Network provides a comprehensive and varying habitat for wildlife. It
includes important wildlife corridors, ancient woodlands and greenspaces
which can be enhanced to improve overall biodiversity and connectivity.
• It is recognised that the Green Network has an important role to play in not
only managing surface water run-off but also flood water storage. This is
particularly significant for West Dunbartonshire, where a substantial flood
risk has been identified.

METHODOLOGY
3.1
In order to assess the Green Network
resource within the Strathleven
Corridor, it was essential to establish
the existing policy context, identify
and understand key assets, actively
encourage stakeholder engagement
and develop clear proposals for
change. The following section outlines
the key stages completed by the
consultant team.

Identifying Key Sites
3.2
A review of the current Green Network
resources within the Strathleven
Corridor was carried out. The review
took a strategic approach, identifying
key sites within the corridor for more
detailed qualitative analysis. In all,

38 key sites were identified to help
characterise the quality of greenspace
provision. Key sites were identified
through considering the following
characteristics;
• Size
• Location
• Condition
• Levels of use

Qualitative Assessment
3.4
Qualitative analysis was carried out
according to the Greenspace Scotland/
GCVGNP Greenspace Quality Toolkit
published in 2008. This guidance
includes five criteria for assessing
quality greenspace. Each key site was
considered with the following criteria;

• Catchment areas

• Accessible and well connected

• Types of experience

• Attractive and appealing places

• Potential for linkages with other
parts of the Green Network

• Biodiverse, supporting ecological
networks

• Strategic importance

• Active, supporting health and
wellbeing

3.3
The key sites represented a mix of
open space types including public
parks, green corridors, semi-natural
greenspace and amenity spaces.

• Community supported
3.5
The results of the qualitative
assessment formed a key part of
the evidence base in developing the
wider Green Network strategy for
the corridor. Analysis in GIS played
an essential part in identifying
key issues with regards to Green
Network provision and has helped to
strengthen the strategy.

Stakeholder Engagement
3.6
In addition to the above, stakeholder
involvement has also been invaluable
in the development of the strategy.
This process was carried out through
the following;

1. Client Group

3.7
The Client Group included
representatives from West
Dunbartonshire Council, British
Waterways Scotland, Strathleven
Regeneration Company and the
Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green
Network Partnership. These
representatives have played a major
role in the development of the strategy
and the review of the final report.
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2. Stakeholder Consultation

3.8
In addition, a wide range of key
stakeholders were contacted and were
asked to complete questionnaires
which covered the major aspects
of the study. Responses from key
stakeholders included;
• The West Dunbartonshire
Environment Trust
• West Dunbartonshire Council
• Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park
• Scottish Natural Heritage
• Woodland Trust Scotland
• Scottish Enterprise
• Forestry Commission Scotland
• RSPB Scotland
3.9
The feedback from these
questionnaires helped to frame the
debate with regards to Green Network
and included a SWOT analysis of
existing provision.

3. Stakeholder Workshop

3.10
A stakeholder workshop, attended by
over 17 representatives was carried
out in December 2009 to discuss the
interim results from the analysis,
and to provide input to the emerging
strategy and key projects proposed.
Three different scenarios were put
forward with regards the future Green
Network provision and included;
• A regeneration-led scenario
• A community-led scenario
• An environment-led scenario

“You can take beauty to the bank.
Special places have economic value. It’s
the placemaking dividend. People stay
longer and they return.”
Ed McMahon – Founding Father of Green Infrastructure
The Vale of Leven looking toward Loch Lomond

3.11
These different scenarios had very
different implications for Green
Network provision and resulted in very
different projects. A series of group
workshops were held and delegates
were organised into different groups,
testing the suitability of the proposed
projects put forward and offering
other possible solutions. The overall
conclusion from the workshops
indicated that the scenarios should
not be discreet and that a range of
projects should be put forward to
meet regeneration, community and
environmental needs.

NETWORK CHARACTERISTICS
Understanding the Place
- The Green Network
4.1
In this section we describe the green
network resource and identify the key
strengths and weaknesses evident.
Our initial analysis of the Strathleven
Corridor and Green Network provision
revealed a number of distinct
character areas where particular land
uses and activities are concentrated
and where different Green Network
functions predominate. This
overarching understanding reveals
the contribution of the Green Network
to the population and places of the
Strathleven Corridor.

Character Areas

Strategic Function of the
Green Network

River Leven Gateway
Dumbarton

Green Network assets
primarily assist in
providing an attractive
landscape setting for the
Loch and in providing
leisure and recreational
opportunities.
More community focused
assets which include
community parkland
and semi-natural
greenspace which provides
opportunities for local
recreation.
Focused on providing
formal parks and sports
pitches.

Clyde Corridor
Milton
Bowling
Old Kilpatrick

Collectively the assets
provide natural parkland
along the River Clyde. In
addition, the National Cycle
Route which connects the
area to Glasgow.

Loch Edge –
Loch Lomond
Lomond Shores
Balloch
Central Valley –
Alexandria
Bonhill
Renton
Bellsmyre

Some Key Green
Network Sites

Balloch Country Park
Drumkinnon Wood

Pappert Community
Woodland
Carman Reservoir
Christie Park
Levengrove Park
East End Park
Dumbarton Waterfront
The Saltings, Old
Kilpatrick
National CycleRoute 7
Bowling Harbour
Green Network Character Areas
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LOCH LOMOND

LOCH EDGE

TOURISM AND LEISURE FOCUS
LOMOND
SHORES

JAMESTOWN

WIDER
RURAL HINTERLAND

ALEXANDRIA

A

A: ALEXANDRIA MARKET TOWN
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WIDER
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CENTRAL VALLEY
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B

B: OTHER LOCAL RESIDENTIAL AND
EMPLOYMENT CENTRES
ALEXANDRIA

KILPATRICK HILLS

CARDROSS

BELLSMYRE
A82

LEVEN GATEWAY
RIVER CLYDE

DUMBARTON
PRINCIPAL COMMERCIAL CENTRE
WATERFRONT

GLASGOW CORRIDOR
MILTON

OLD
KILPATRICK

Green Network Diagram

4.2
As it stands, the network of
greenspaces physically defines
key settlements along the river
corridor. This is complemented
by the perception of a series of
character areas through the Vale of
Leven, passing from the ‘Loch Edge’
of Balloch and Lomond Shores,
through the ‘Central Valley’ of Renton
and Alexandria, connecting into the
‘Leven Gateway’ at Dumbarton and
through to the ‘Glasgow Corridor’,
structured along the A82 between the
Kilpatrick hills and River Clyde. The
nature of and relationship between
built environment and greenspace is
distinct within each of these areas.

4.3
In addition, the Green Network
plays a strategic role in establishing
connections from urban areas,
through urban fringe to the wider
rural hinterland. These connections
are currently characterised by
a diverse range of greenspaces,
including country parks, woodland
areas, formal urban parks and water
bodies. This diversity is a key asset,
providing for a variety of experiences
for visitors and residents alike.

Qualitative Analysis
Overview
4.4
Our analysis has demonstrated
that the overall quality of strategic
sites within the Green Network can
be considered “good”. However,
although the resources generally vary
from fair to good, overall, there are
no greenspaces of excellence within
the corridor. Undoubtedly there are
key assets such as Balloch Country
Park and Levengrove Park, however
greenspaces of real distinction are not
evident.
4.5
The distribution of greenspace
types is fairly evenly spread
throughout the corridor. This has
the benefit of ensuring that existing
communities have good access
to some form of provision. It also
provides opportunities to connect the
assets and formalise the network
through future interventions. The
exception to this is the area between
Dumbarton and Clydebank which is
dominated by Green Corridor with
little other provision. The Saltings is
a key location in this area, providing
extensive semi-natural greenspace.
4.6
The strategy therefore seeks not only
to protect and maintain the quality
of greenspace provided, but also
seeks to focus on key green network
projects which can deliver excellence
in terms of provision and at the same
time connect Green Network assets.
Green Network Corridors
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Assessment Scores

Overall Quality Scores Map
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Accessibility and
Connectivity
4.7
Strategically, there are a number of
key pieces of infrastructure acting
as considerable barriers between
communities, existing greenspace
assets and the wider countryside.
The A82, the railway line and River
Leven combine to restrict east-west
connectivity; this is a key weakness
of the corridor. There are instances
where strategic connections
between public transport nodes, key
cycle links, pedestrian routes and
greenspace assets are weak. This is
particularly significant for Bowling
Harbour and the Saltings area which
currently act as an isolated island.
4.8
Wayfinding remains an important
consideration and it is essential
to seek to deliver improvements
which consider the corridor as
a whole rather than specific sub
areas. The River Leven Walkway
offers a considerable opportunity
through improved signage to display
connections to leisure, recreational
and heritage assets.
4.9
At a local level, the quality
assessment considers how
accessible greenspace assets are to
existing communities. Good quality
accessible greenspace can maximise
opportunities for recreation local
communities. Sites in the study area
generally scored well in this category,
with only 29% of sites not fit for
purpose. The existence of the NCN
Route and River Leven Walkway are
important resources.

STRATHLEVEN CORRIDOR
ACCESSIBLE AND WELL CONNECTED
VERY POOR

GOOD TO VERY GOOD

POOR TO FAIR

VERY GOOD TO EXCELLENT

FAIR TO GOOD

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to
prosecution or Civil proceedings.
West Dunbartonshire Council License No. 100020790 2009.

Accessibility and Connectivity Map

Attractive and Appealing
Places
4.10
It is recognised that quality
greenspaces can provide an attractive
setting for urban areas and can appeal
to users encouraging future use.
Overall, the strategic sites scored well
against these criteria, with almost
20% scoring in the highest category.
As might be expected the sites on the
banks of Loch Lomond have scored
very well along with other assets
such as Overtoun House and Carman
Reservoir.

Actively supporting
health and well being
4.11
Given the comparatively poor health of
the population in West Dunbartonshire
the provision of recreational
opportunities will remain a priority.
Providing safe, easily accessible green
routes for walking and cycling and
encouraging physical activity through
greenspace improvements will be
essential.
4.12
Existing strategic sites perform poorly
and over 60% of sites are not fit for
purpose. A higher score might have
been expected given the existing
natural resources (e.g. Leven towpath,
NCN route). Communities would
benefit from greater access to these
resources.

STRATHLEVEN CORRIDOR
HEALTH AND WELL BEING
VERY POOR

GOOD TO VERY GOOD

POOR TO FAIR

VERY GOOD TO EXCELLENT

FAIR TO GOOD

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to
prosecution or Civil proceedings.
West Dunbartonshire Council License No. 100020790 2009.

Health and Well Being Map
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Biodiversity supporting
ecological networks
4.13
While there are key ecology networks
found within the corridor, including
the Inner Clyde, the River Leven and
Loch Lomond, the ecological quality
of strategic sites is poor; over 60%
of sites are not fit for purpose. In
particular, amenity greenspace and
public parks have poor biodiversity
value at present. Proposals to
encourage biodiversity should seek
to enhance existing wildlife corridors.
It will also be important to try to
establish new corridors between
existing greenspace sites.

Community Supported
4.14
This is always a difficult category to
assess when on-site as it is often
the use of professional judgement
which determines how safe and
welcoming a greenspace appears.
The results would indicate that there
are a number of sites where there is
significant community involvement.
There are still over 55% of sites that
are not fit for purpose when scored
against these criteria.

STRATHLEVEN CORRIDOR
COMMUNITY SUPPORTED
VERY POOR

GOOD TO VERY GOOD

POOR TO FAIR

VERY GOOD TO EXCELLENT

FAIR TO GOOD

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the
permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
© Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to
prosecution or Civil proceedings.
West Dunbartonshire Council License No. 100020790 2009.

Community Supported Map

Key Strengths
• There are a number of distinct character areas where particular land uses
and activities are concentrated and different Green Network functions
predominate. These include the Loch Edge area, the Central Valley area,
the River Leven Gateway and Glasgow Corridor. The existing Network plays
a significant part in assisting placemaking, in terms defining the landscape
and setting of settlements.
• The Network contains internationally recognised assets including Loch
Lomond and the National Cycle Route. It also includes some national
heritage assets such as the Inner Clyde Special Protection Area.
• One of the key strengths of the Green Network is the diversity of greenspace
types that currently exist. The Network contains both attractive and
accessible rural resources such as the Kilpatrick Hills and Carman
Reservoir. It also includes some high quality community resources such as
Levengrove Park and Balloch Country Park.

Key Weaknesses
• Whilst analysis has demonstrated that the overall quality of strategic
sites within the Green Network can be considered “good”, there are no
greenspaces of excellence within the corridor.
• A number of barriers exist which restrict east-west connectivity. This is a key
weakness of the corridor.
• While greenspace assets are relatively coherent throughout the corridor, the
Green Network breaks down in particular locations.
• Much of the corridor suffers from a poor image and perception of both
neighbourhoods and greenspaces. Often there is a perceived lack of public
access to existing assets.
• While there were a number of sites where there is significant community
involvement, over 55% of sites do not appear to be strongly supported by the
community.
• Provision within the strategic sites to encourage health and well being is
poor.
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The Vale of Leven

STRATEGY
“To create a multifunctional network
of quality greenspaces which provide
a range of recreational opportunities
for communities, enhances habitat
networks and assists regeneration.”

5.1
To deliver the above vision the
following objectives inform the green
network proposals.

A simple but clear vision for the future of the Green Network
within the Strathleven Corridor. The vision will guide future policy
development and investment.

5.2
The strategy will seek to provide
access to a range of recreational
activities including walking, cycling,
play provision for children and sporting
activities. This is seen as a particular
priority for West Dunbartonshire. Key
assets such as the National Cycle
Route, the River Leven Walkway
and pedestrian connections to the
wider countryside offer considerable
potential to encourage this. Provision
of play areas for children will
continue to be an important aspect
of greenspace provision, and this
will continue to be delivered through
planning mechanisms established
in the Local Plan and its supporting
documents.

Objectives
Creating Recreational
Opportunities

Assisting Regeneration
5.3
The Strathleven Corridor remains a
regeneration priority. The strategy
recognised that investment in the
network will help to make the corridor
an attractive place to live and work
and support continued investment.
In particular, interventions should
strengthen the residential offer of the
corridor.
5.4
One of the network’s core strengths
lies in its proximity to impressive
waterfronts and surrounding rural
hinterland. Tourism remains an
important economy for the wider area.
The tourism offer of the area is based
on the distinctness of landscape and
scenic value. The strategy seeks to
protect and enhance this distinctive
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landscape. In addition, improvements
to Green Network offer opportunities to
rebrand the area and attract visitors to
the wider corridor.

Habitat Enhancement and
Connectivity
5.5
The network provides a comprehensive
and varying habitat for wildlife. It
includes important wildlife corridors,
ancient woodlands, greenspaces and
water bodies which can be enhanced
to improve overall biodiversity.
The strategy seeks to ensure that
greenspace interventions, and any
associated development, take every
opportunity to enhance existing
habitats, and where possible improve
connectivity of wildlife corridors.

Encouraging Multi-functional
Greenspaces
5.6
At the core of understanding Green
Networks is recognition that such
networks can and should provide
multiple functions. The strategy
actively encourages this and puts
forward projects which collectively
combine recreation, biodiversity,
flooding and landscaping functions.

A Focus on Key Projects
5.7
It is essential to focus on key
deliverable projects which can deliver
a stepped change in the quality of
greenspace provision and positively
contribute to the Green Network. Our
projects focus on strategic sites and
represent clear investment proposals
that could bring multiple benefits to
the area.

Spatial Strategy
5.8
The spatial strategy for the Green
Network can be understood within
three main components.

Green Network Connections
5.9
Within the area, it is recognised that
existing strategic connections include
the River Leven, the River Clyde and
the network of Core Paths that have
been established. However, the spatial
strategy identifies opportunities to
develop and enhance green network
connections. These connections have
potential to provide improved routes
between green network assets. Often
they seek to improve connections
between established pedestrian and
cycle routes. They also have potential
to improve habitat corridors. The
proposed Lomond Canal will also act
as a strategic connection which can
include an associated towpath and
associated greenspace improvements.

Strategic Green Network Sites
5.10
Over 30 strategic sites are included
in the strategy and would benefit
from protection. The sites provide a
good range of greenspace types and
include important cultural and leisure
resources such as Balloch Country
Park and Lomond Shores. Strategic
sites also include semi-natural
greenspace along the Leven River,
with more formal parks to the south
including Levengrove Park and East
End Park.

Key Project Areas
5.11
Finally, the spatial strategy focuses
on four key project areas where more
detailed proposals for green network
improvements have been outlined.
These are priority areas for the
enhancement of the Green Network
and have the potential to maximise
benefits. Key project areas include
Loch Lomond, the River Leven and
Pappert Woodland, Dumbarton Town
Centre and Levengrove Park and
Bowling Harbour and the Saltings.

STRATHLEVEN CORRIDOR GREEN NETWORK STUDY 31

KEY PROJECTS
Loch Lomond
Project Rationale
6.1
50% of Scotland’s population lives
within an hour’s drive of the Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs National
Park, making it Scotland’s most
accessible National Park and an
increasingly important economic
factor for both local and national
economies. Loch Lomond Shores is an
important employment generator for
the local area.
6.2
Enhancing the greenspace in this
key economic geography is vitally
important. Critical to the advancement
of the destination is targeted

investment in key greenspace
locations, ensuring visitors are able to
partake in new activities and events.
Importantly, the natural beauty of
the area must be enhanced in a
manner which supports sustainable
economic growth through attracting
more people, both in terms of volume,
value and length of stay. Enhancing
key ‘routes’ and ensuring visitors and
locals alike can move between key
activity areas is also an important
economic proposition. An overall
and integrated improvement in the
area’s open space will also support
the development of new real estate
propositions from indigenous and
inward investors.
6.3
One of the key weaknesses of the
Green Network throughout the
Strathleven Corridor is a noticeable

absence of greenspaces of excellence.
With a cluster of spaces in Balloch
Country Park, West Riverside and
Lomond Shores scoring well in
qualitative assessment, improved
connections between these can
provide a major, high quality asset.
These spaces currently function
as informal recreation resources
(e.g. woodland walks), however
future investment can diversify this
role and provide highly valuable,
multifunctional greenspace.
6.4
This project seeks to maximise new
tourism opportunities associated
with Loch Lomond and Lomond
Shores. It takes into account mixed
use development proposals identified
by the draft Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs National Park Plan (2010).
Green Network proposals would seek

Loch Lomond
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to enhance access to the scenic value
of the loch and its surroundings.
The project would provide direct
and attractive access routes to key
destinations such as Lomond Shores
and Balloch Railway Station.

Key Proposals
The project includes the following
key proposals;

• Improvements to the Moss O’
Balloch to underpin the numerous
events and festivals which occur
there.

• Improvements to the West
Riverside area, including managing
• Potential for a pedestrian ferry
woodland, to improve access
service between Lomond Shores
through the area, particularly
and Balloch Country Park.
between Balloch and Lamond
• A new high quality marina at
Shores, but also providing eastLomond Shores, set within the
west links through West Riverside
existing formal public realm.
and providing views and access to
the river. Activity points throughout • The existing marina at Dalvait
the site should be created.
Gardens would be given over to
greenspace.
• A proposed wooden boat mooring
running along the western bank
• Intensified tree planting at
of the River Leven, creating
Drumkinnon Wood and a proposed
a direct connection between
layout which would seek to integrate
Balloch Railway Station and
the proposed mixed use proposal
Lomond Shores and opening the
within the wooded area.
river frontage for pedestrian and
boating activity.

Lomond Shores
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BALLOCH COUNTRY PARK

RIVER LEVEN

WEST RIVERSIDE

LOCH LOMAND PLAN
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NEW PEDESTRAIN
ROUTES

MANAGED
WOODLAND
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LOCH LOMAND INDICATIVE CROSS SECTION

Loch Lomond Plan Section

River Leven and
Pappert Woodland
Project Rationale
6.5
As established in section 4.0 (Network
Characteristics) the Strathleven
Corridor is characterised by a series
of character areas, which effectively
sees the linear Vale of Leven
structured by two prominent gateway
locations (Dumbarton and Loch
Lomond), separated by settlements
located through the central valley.
In this context, Pappert Woodland is
positioned at an important location;
effectively at the midpoint of the Vale
of Leven, in between these more
prominently situated gateways and
where intervention could arguably be
more beneficial to local communities.
6.6
Pappert Woodland is an opportunity
for intervention and investment in the
heart of the Vale of Leven, focusing on

enhancing quality of life and quality
of place within the residential areas
in the central valley. This should be
about passive recreation, encouraging
walking and cycling, strengthening
ecology and biodiversity, and shaping
a more balanced urban environment
where greenspace becomes a more
prominent and more valuable asset.
This could equally stimulate tourism
activity, complementing that at Loch
Lomond and Dumbarton.
6.7
The Forestry Commission Scotland
has recognised the importance of
investing in urban woodlands as
a means to encourage recreation
and activity, particularly in
neighbourhoods with high levels
of deprivation and as a means to
encourage community involvement
and pride in neighbourhoods. In
addition, the Woodland Trust’s drive
to pursue afforestation of Lang
Craigs, to the south of Pappert, could
be a stimulus to such initiatives,
and there could be opportunity for
complementary landscape and habitat
creation / enhancement.

6.8
This project proposal builds on
this potential, and also seeks to
address a number of key issues
evident through qualitative analysis:
this has emphasised that many of
the greenspaces within the Vale of
Leven score only “fair to good” - a
consequence of many of these spaces
being constrained as ‘backland’
areas in / adjacent to residential
neighbourhoods and industrial
estates, which diminishes their
perceived value and/or quality. (See
chart below).
6.9
In addition, analysis has shown how in
general terms east-west connectivity
across the Vale of Leven is limited.
This has been exacerbated by closure
of a footbridge over the Leven and
a general lack of formal pedestrian
routes along its east bank. This
project proposal responds to these
issues and opportunities.

nd
la
d
oo
W
rt
pe
p
Pa

Summary qualitative scoring of greenspace in the Vale of Leven
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Key Proposals
The project includes the following
key proposals;
• Pedestrian access and habitat
improvements within greenspaces
along the River Leven.
• Intensified tree planting within the
Pappert Community Woodlands.
• A new small woodland close to
Murroch Burn.
• An intensification of woodland
along the Murroch Burn.
• A new circular route along the
River Leven and connecting with
Pappert Community Woodland and
the Murroch Burn.

• A formalised public park (in front
of and including the grounds of
Strathleven house). This would
involve managing existing woodland
and creating key views of the River
Leven. It would also provide a clear
path through and along the river.
There is opportunity to build on the
heritage assets of the area and in
particular the Robert the Bruce
links.
• Reopening of the footbridge over
the River Leven at vale of Leven
Academy. A priority is to re-open
a pedestrian link to the Vale of
Leven Academy which will connect
surrounding communities.

• A82 bridge over River Leven to be
improved for pedestrians.
• Investigate the potential for
a community allotment on an
existing greenspace on Main Street
Bonhill.
• A proposed new Local Nature
Reserve within the Vale of Leven.
• Finally, a poor quality playing
field would be converted into a
community allotment.

Close relationship with established residential areas

Poor management reinforcing negative perceptions of quality

View of Lang Craigs from Overtoun House
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Pappert Community Woodland

Dumbarton
Town Centre and
Levengrove Park
Project Rationale
6.10
Linked to Dumbarton Town Centre,
proposals for Levengrove Park take
on wider significance. Enhancing
public realm quality through the town
centre and strengthening linkages
to the river edge and greenspace
can play a vital role in defining sense
of place, levering private sector
investment, attracting visitors to the
town and encouraging local people
to stay and spend locally. This is key
to encouraging new businesses and
supporting growth.

6.11
Current development interest and
investment via the Lomondgate
project will see new business and
housing development in the area.
Although this is a positive step
forward, with this activity focussed in
an out of town location (responsive
more to its location adjacent to the
A82 Stirling Road rather than the
town centre) opportunities to balance
this through town centre investment
should be supported: enhancing
the latter’s vibrancy and vitality
by creating quality environment
and experience, and defining a
complementary role. Whilst the
Dumbarton town centre masterplan
seeks to stimulate and guide such
investment, this can be supported and
taken further through the inclusion of
Levengrove Park.

6.12
Levengrove Park is already a
key asset, offering good quality
greenspace and recreation
opportunities in a very special setting.
Analysis of the Green Network
through the Strathleven Corridor has
emphasised that while such strategic
sites can generally be considered
to be of “good” quality, there are no
greenspaces of excellence within the
corridor. Levengrove Park has the
founding attributes of an exceptional
greenspace, but needs investment
and considered intervention to achieve
this. Its location and setting present
real potential to attract visitors and
enhance quality of life.
6.13
Investing in Levengrove Park will
complement ongoing strategies and

Dumbarton Town Centre from Lavengrove Park
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initiatives to improve Dumbarton
town centre, and support its role
as a principal service centre,
making Levengrove Park a more
prominent and better connected
town centre asset. Improvements
to the park itself and its facilities
should reflect this town centre
location / relationship – formal and
contemporary enhancements helping
to lift the image and perception of
the town. This must also explore, as
far as possible, improved links and
routes to strengthen the connection
and positive relationships with the two
rivers.

quality or placemaking objectives.
Careful and detailed analysis of the
design and layout of flood defences
and/or canal is required to ensure that
such structures do not undermine
the setting of the town or connectivity

6.14
One of the key considerations is to
ensure that the proposals for flood
defence, and the potential new canal,
can be integrated in a way that doesn’t
compromise visual / environmental

• An improved waterside promenade
running along the perimeter of the
park.

with the river. Indicative cross
sections below demonstrate how flood
management and canal proposals
might be incorporated.

Key Proposals
The project includes the following key
proposals;
• Contemporary enhancements to
Levengrove Park - upgrading this
Victorian park for the 21st Century
through focus design installations.

• A proposed existing children’s play
area reutilising an existing car parking
area.

• Integration of Sandport Marina
into the wider parkland area with
improvements to the existing
marina environment.
• On the east bank of the River Leven,
a proposed linear park walkway
connecting new development areas
within the town centre.
• Potential new footbridge, aligned
to connect into High Street via
Riverside Lane.

River Leven through Dumbarton Town Centre

LEVENGROVE
PARK

CONTEMPORARY
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SANDPOINT
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TOWN
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NEW DEVELOPMENT

POTENTIAL PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

DUNBARTON TOWN CENTRE
MASTERPLAN AND DESIGN FRAMEWORK

EXISTING
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Dumbarton Town Centre and Levengrove Park Cross Section - Lomond Canal

Dumbarton Town Centre and Levengrove Park Cross Section - Flood Defence

STRATHLEVEN CORRIDOR GREEN NETWORK STUDY 45

River Leven

Bowling Harbour
and the Saltings
Project Rationale
6.15
In 2008, British Waterways Scotland,
in conjunction with Scottish
Enterprise and West Dunbartonshire
Council, completed the £1.4 million
regeneration programme at Bowling
Basin, providing additional moorings
and improved customer facilities. Our
project recognises and responds to
the West Dunbartonshire Local Plan
proposals for the future development
of the site which identifies the location
as suitable for residential, leisure
and tourism development with the
retention of some habitat.

6.16
Bowling Harbour remains a sensitive
development proposition. The existing
landscape character of the area is
strong as the area represents a key
point on the Forth and Clyde Canal
were it enters the River Clyde. The
southern edge of the area is defined
by the River Clyde and an area of
mature woodland which strongly
encloses the harbour area from the
river. In addition, the area represents
an important habitat location
associated with the River Clyde mud
flats.
6.17
Development and greenspace
opportunities need to be carefully
balanced here. A key aspect of this
would be to approach intervention
in a phased way, allowing the area

to evolve in a controlled, appropriate
way, with early greenspace
improvement creating a context for
later development. For example,
one early intervention would be to
strengthen connectivity of the location
by creating a linear walkway, with
possible boardwalk element, along
with a complementary planting
programme.
6.18
By encouraging community and visitor
use, the wider site has the immediate
benefit of attracting use, visitors and
potential spend in the area. However,
and of strategic importance, is the
role greenspace development can
play in triggering a wider appreciation
of the area and the scope to help
unlock the significant barriers which
currently challenge it.

Bowling Harbour
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6.19
The proposals here respond to the
semi-natural landscaping nature of
the area. They focus to strengthen the
leisure offer of Bowling Harbour and
the recreational and ecology function
of the Saltings Local Nature Reserve.

Key Proposals
The project includes the following key
proposals;
Bowling Harbour

The Saltings

• Utilising an existing redundant
railway bridge to create a linear
park walkway – helping to connect
the harbour to the national cycle
network.

• A potential boardwalk through the
existing nature reserve to improve
the visitor experience.

• Open space and public realm work
associated with the mouth of the
harbour. This could include both
a picnic area and children’s play
area along with more formal public
realm improvements.

• Two potential wildlife viewing
platforms, utilising the existing,
unused slipways.

• An area of wetland creation and
reed bed planting.

• Retention and improvement of
existing links to the Saltings
Nature Reserve.

The Saltings

Bowling Harbour Project Area

The Saltings Project Area
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SMALLER PROJECTS
Introduction
7.1
In this section we outline a
number of smaller projects
which, combined with the key
projects above, collectively
strengthen the overall green
network. The projects therefore
complement the key project
proposals (as outlined in section
6.0) and respond to the major
masterplanning opportunities
and regeneration areas currently
identified within the corridor.
Finally, these projects also seek
to improve existing green network
strategic sites which are currently
underperforming and fail to
deliver an adequate resource for
existing communities. The table
and the diagram below outline
these projects in more detail.

Project

Description

Rationale

Project 1 –
Inler Park

Environmental improvements
remain a priority for this open space
resource. Improved entry points into
the park could be implemented. In
particular an improved entrance
from Jamestown Main Street
would help to improve the image
and perception of the park as
a community resource. Better
boundary treatments are required.
Haldane Burn which runs through
the site offers a considerable
opportunity to encourage habitat
creation. Intensified planting of
trees, hedgerows and grassland
could be combined with a nature
walk along the burn. This could
be linked to providing educational
opportunities for surrounding
schools including Haldane Primary
School. New children’s play
facilities could be provided in a well
overlooked location. Improvements
to existing playing pitches would
help to improve the offer of the
park.

This resource scored
poorly overall when
compared to other
strategic sites. Despite
this, the park represents
a considerable resource
set within the existing
neighbourhood of
Jamestown, which
combines sports pitches
with some play facilities.
In environmental terms,
the park has suffered and
cannot be considered an
attractive and appealing
place.

Project 2 –
The Lade

Currently the area represents
an isolated underused back
land. Some mature woodland
exists and should be retained.
The enhancements to this park
should seek to focus on a more
naturalised approach with more
intensive planting of trees, hedges
and grasslands. Opportunities
to improve access between
surrounding residential location to
the park and in particular along the
riverfront should be maximised.
New park entrances should be
created and play provision for
children could be provided.

This opportunity was
identified as part of the
Alexandria Town Centre
masterplan, having the
potential to create a
riverside park. This can be
complementary to ongoing
residential development,
to provide positive frontage
and a regular turnover of
use.

Smaller Green Network Projects
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Project 3 Recreational
Ground
Renton

Project 4 –
Lomondgate

Improvements to the recreational
ground could include play area
improvements, the provision of a
changing pavilion, roadside planting
and lighting improvements. A wider
range of sporting facilities could be
provided.
The Lomondgate development
opportunity is located adjacent
to the A82, to the north of
Dumbarton. It will bring major
physical change and become a
major development and economic
driver for the area, including the
BBC production facility, three key
areas of residential development,
Lomondgate Business Park,
Lomondgate Services and Aggreko
Production Facility. The greenspace
opportunity has been identified as
part of the Lomondgate masterplan.

This resource scored
poorly overall when
compared to other
strategic sites.

The substantial growth
associated with the area
requires a comprehensive
approach to greenspaces
and landscaping. A
hierarchy of greenspaces
are required within
the area to support
the proposed planned
growth. This includes
greenspaces and play
areas associated with
residential development,
formal landscaping
treatments associated
with the Lomondgate
Business Park and more
naturalised greenspace
areas closer to the River
Leven. It is also important
to create connections
between Bellsmyre and
the River Leven. A more
structured landscaping
approach could be applied
to future residential
development to make
the most of this location,
which is set between wider
open countryside and an
attractive river valley.
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Project 5 –
Havoc Park

Project 6 –
Castle Road

Project 7 –
Hill View

This project has been identified
by the West Dunbartonshire
Environment Trust as a
priority project. The Brucehill
Environmental Action Plan
identifies a range of measures for
improvement including a children’s
play area, upgraded sports pitches
and a nature reserve to the south
of the site. These are supported by
this Green Network Strategy, with
emphasis on seeking to improve
the Local Nature Reserve and to
improve the gateway to the site
from Havoc Road.
The project can combines a
children’s play area with a viewing
area for the River Clyde.

This resource scored
poorly overall when
compared to other
strategic sites. This project
has been identified by
the West Dunbartonshire
Environment Trust as a
priority project.

This project recognise
and respond to the major
residential development
associated with
Dumbarton Waterfront
and Castle Road. The
Design Framework for
the waterfront identifies
an area as suitable for a
recreational training pitch.
This proposal seeks to address the This project seeks to
considerable severance that occurs address the accumulation
between greenspace assets and
of key pieces of
Milton residents, between the town infrastructure, including
and the River Clyde. It is essential
the A82, the National
to ensure that the new proposed
Cycle Route and the main
relief road remains a secondary
railway line connecting
route to minimise severance and
Dumbarton to Glasgow.
its impact on the surrounding
Collectively, these pieces
environment. Our proposal seeks
of infrastructure cause
to create improved areas of
considerable severance
greenspace along Milton Burn,
and separate Milton from
connecting existing greenspaces
the River Clyde. In addition,
and providing safe north-south
an extension to the A814 is
pedestrian connections from Milton proposed to act as a relief
to the river. At-grade pedestrian
road to the A82.
crossing points would be required
along with a pedestrian bridge over
the existing railway.
An additional north-south
pedestrian connection could be
provided directly to the west close
to Dumbuck Farm using the old
disused railway line. This unused
railway line could be used to create
a linear park connecting Milton with
the waterfront and at the same time
improving the adjacent National
Cycle Route.

DELIVERY AND IMPLEMENTATION
Introduction
8.1
This section outlines the method in
which the Strathleven Green Network
Strategy can be delivered, translating
broad aims, objectives and proposals
into programmed and resourced
actions.
8.2
The following represents the key
issues in delivering the strategy:
• endorsing and promoting the
strategy
• delivering through the planning
system
• delivering through improvements,
management and maintenance
• involving communities and the
voluntary sector
• resourcing for delivery

Endorsing and Promoting
the strategy
8.3
Achieving the vision for the
Strathleven Green Network Strategy
is reliant on the successful delivery
and implementation of the priority
projects. It is important that the
stakeholders endorse the strategy and
continue to work together to develop
a range of mechanisms to deliver the
priority projects.
8.4
A ‘Delivery Group’ made up of
stakeholders, including the Steering
Group which managed the GNS
development process, should be
convened to oversee the development
of priority projects. It must be clear
that the strategic actions will not be
managed by the Delivery Group and
that these should be led by identified
organisations.

Delivering through the
planning system
8.5
The Local Development Plan is in the
process of being developed and the
‘Delivery Group’ should ensure that
the Green Network Strategy is part of
the Development Plan Participation
Scheme.

Delivering through
improvements,
management and
maintenance
8.6
It is recognised that there are a
range of innovative ways in which
the management and maintenance
regimes can be altered to provide
wider community benefits. The task
for the Delivery Group overseeing
actions will be to identify potential
resources and bring projects forward
for implementation. This should be
led by West Dunbartonshire Council
and be based on consultation with
community groups and stakeholders
in particular areas.

Involving community and
voluntary sector
8.7
Voluntary sector involvement and
not-for-profit sectors are a vital
component in developing greenspace
resources both in terms of in-kind
support but also the ability to attract a
wider pull of finance.
8.8
The voluntary sector can provide an
important resource by contributing
additional labour, providing public
stewardship and assisting in achieving
wider community benefit and
outreach. Similarly, as a charitable
organisation, the voluntary body is
better positioned to draw down grants
from grant making trusts, as well
as benefit from tax exemptions and
generate income through fundraising
activities.

Resources for delivery
8.9
The strategy needs to be further
developed to gain a more detailed
assessment of the resources needed,
against those available to deliver the
strategy. It is also useful to estimate
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the cost of delivering the entire
strategy objectives to make the case
for additional funds. This needs to
be handled carefully, ensuring that
costs are justified by a clear indication
of the resulting improvement in
quality. In light of public sector
budget constraints, there may be a
requirement to further ‘prioritise’ the
key projects (shown in the PAM). This
could be achieved by prioritising areas
or prioritising projects which are more
likely to be delivered by non-local
authority departments.
8.10
Some of the principal resources
available to assist with the delivery of
the strategy are set out in Appendix A,
these include:
• Local authority funding – funded
from WDC’s general revenue
budget.
• Multi agency public sector funding –
e.g. delivery of cross cutting targets
may be eligible for funding from a
range of government departments
and agencies.
• Planning and development
opportunities – probably the most
used via planning conditions and
Section 75 agreements to fund
urban green space.
• Income generating opportunities –
licensing, franchising, sponsorship,
fees and fines.

Local Authority resources
8.11
The management and maintenance
of parks and urban green spaces
are largely funded by local councils.
As owner of key assets, West
Dunbartonshire Council plays a key
lead role in facilitating the delivery
components of the strategy and
action plan. The local authority is
legally responsible for many of the
greenspaces and is well resourced
and experienced to lead on key
projects. It is unlikely that there will
be significant public funding but

WDC play a vital role in facilitating
the development of the partnership
approach. Management and
maintenance must continue to be
the focus of WDC, and the delivery of
key projects will only be achieved in
partnership with local stakeholders,
multi-agencies and commercial
partners.

Multi agency public
sector funding
8.12
A key component in delivering the
green network strategy is to develop
opportunities for the joint funding
of initiatives with other partner
organisations and contributions can
be made through funding or skills and
expertise.
8.13
The green network strategy will
provide the detailed framework for
supporting funding applications,
providing evidence to show the project
is a priority and is being supported by
local people.
8.14
There is a wide range of national and
local sources of funding or volunteer
support available to help deliver the
action plan, depending on the area
and the type of project. The funding
can be for a range of activities and
themes, including ones beyond the
development of green space, i.e,
helping to achieve health, education
and community development
objectives.

Planning and
development
8.15
Planning agreements can fund
the provision of green space in, or
adjacent to new residential and
commercial developments. A common
delivery concept employed by local
authorities, planning agreements, or
developer contributions (Section 75

Town and Country Planning (Scotland)
Act) relate mainly to the funding of
certain areas or development sites.
8.16
Although it is likely that developer
contributions will be limited to certain
areas, there is scope for ‘pooled’
Section 75 contributions towards the
strategic network and which have
region-wide benefits.
8.17
The benefit of Section 75 Agreements
is that they can secure both capital
and revenue funding to provide for the
future maintenance of open space.
West Dunbartonshire Council should
consider developing a policy which
ensures clarity and consistency across
developments, covering:
• Commuted capital and revenue
payments could be derived in lieu of
direct provision, where development
sites are small and fragmented.
• Commuted maintenance sums for
the long term management and
maintenance of new or improved
open space could be secured to
ensure financial viability.
• Finance for feasibility studies on
specific improvement projects could
be secured, allowing an effective
management and funding regime to
be identified.

Commercial activities
8.18
One approach may be the development
of commercial activities such as
catering operations within open space,
where these are likely to contribute to
meeting user needs and adding to the
attractiveness of the open space. The
revenue funding should be ring-fenced
to improving open space provision.

Support in kind
8.19
Involving the community in the
design, implementation, monitoring

and operating phases of all forms of
open space can bring wider benefits,
but should not be viewed as a cheap
option.
8.20
Artwork, logo design, and park and
garden naming competitions/projects
with children and young people are
all good ways to stimulate creative
thinking and generate interest and
ownership. Art workshops engage
people in designing and constructing
artworks to improve local
environments.
8.21
Community arts projects are
particularly useful with young people
to enable them to express their
creativity, build confidence, develop
skills, and cultivate a sense of identity
and community pride.

Project Appraisal Matrix
– The Action Plan
8.22
The project appraisal matrix (PAM)
sets out the priority projects against a
range of indicators which present West
Dunbartonshire Council and partners
with an initial action plan. The PAM is a
useful tool in highlighting the method
in which individual projects can be
delivered. The PAM summarises
projects according to:
• Costs (High / Medium / Low)
• Lead and support partners (WDC /
WDET / SNH / SRC / BCIC / SE / FC /
BW / LLTNPA Private)1
• Timescales (Short / Medium / Long)
• Priority (High / Medium / Low)
• Risks (High / Medium / Low)
• Delivery Model (LA / multi /
contributions / commercial)
WDC: West Dunbartonshire Council. WDET: West
Dunbartonshire Environment Trust. SNH: Scottish
Natural Heritage. SRC: Strathleven Regeneration
Company. BCIC: Balloch Community Interest Company.
SE: Scottish Enterprise. FC: Forestry Commission.
BW: British Waterways LLTNPA: Loch Lomond and the
Trossachs National Park Authority
1

The Saltings

Bowling Harbour

Levengrove Park

Pappert Woodland

Key Project Area
Loch Lomond

New marina at Lomond Shores
Existing marina at Dalvait to greenspace
Intensify tree planting / improved access
New woodland at Murroch Burn
New circular route alone River Leven
Enhanced pedestrian link / bridges
Local nature reserve / community
allotment
Formal public park
Contemporary enhancements
New waterside promenade
Play area
Integration of Sandport Marina
New waterfront development
New river side pedestrian link
Linear park walkway
Open space & public realm works
Intensified tree planting
Enhanced link to Saltings Nature Reserve
Potential boardwalk
Wetland & reed bed planting
Viewing platform

Project
Managed woodland at West Riverside
Proposed boat mooring
Improvements to Moss o’Balloch event
space
Pedestrian Ferry

WDC
WDC
WDC
WDC
WDET
WDC
WDC
WDC
WDC
Private
Private
Private
BW
BW
WDET
BW
WDC
WDC
WDC

M
M
H
M
H
H
M
S
M
S
S
M
M
M

SE

M

L
M
M
H
M

Lead
SE
SE
WDC

Costs
M
M
L
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WDET
BW
WDET
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary

WDET / FC / SNH
WDET / FC / SNH
WDET
WDET / SNH
WDC/Voluntary /
SNH
SRC / WDET
Voluntary / WDET
Private /
WDET
WDC
WDC
WDC

LLTNPA / CIC /
Private

Support
WDET / FC / WDC
WDC / BCIC / Private
WDC / BCIC

M
S
L
M
L
L
M
M
M
S
S
M
M
M

S
M
M
L
M

L

Timescales
M
M
S

M
H
L
M
M
M
M
H
M
H
H
M
M
M

H
M
M
M
M

M

Priority
H
M
M

L
L
H
L
H
H
M
L
M
L
L
L
L
L

L
M
M
M
M

H

Risks
M
L
L

Multi
Multi / Voluntary
Multi
LA / Commercial
Private
Private
Contributions
Multi / Contributions
Multi
Multi / Voluntary
Multi
Multi
Multi
Multi

Multi
Multi / Voluntary
Multi / Commercial
LA
Multi / Voluntary

Private

Delivery Models
Contributions / Multi
Private
Multi
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Key Project Actions
Loch Lomond
8.23
Located in the Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs National Park, this
proposal is of significant economic
and environmental importance.
Enhancing the greenspace in this
key economic geography is vitally
important. Critical to the advancement
of the destination is targeted
investment in key greenspace
locations, ensuring visitors are able to
partake in new activities and events.
8.24
Scottish Enterprise is the key lead
organisation. Scottish Enterprise has
invested considerable resource in
the area and continues to act as the
key economic development agency
responsible for guiding long term
investment in the area.
8.25
The Green Network proposals seek
to enhance the scenic value of the
area. The project would provide direct
and attractive access routes to key
destinations such as Lomond Shores
and Balloch Railway Station and these
should be led by Scottish Enterprise
and supported by key partners
including West Dunbartonshire
Council, West Dunbartonshire
Environment Trust and the Forestry
Commission.
8.26
The proposals also include the
rationalisation of existing marina
provision within the area and through
this rationalisation create a new green
network site. The Balloch Community
Interest Companies and private sector
play a key investment role in the
marina related developments.
8.27
The Green Network Strategy
proposals should be embedded in
existing local plans and in future

masterplans and masterplan revisions
in the key character areas.

Pappert Woodland
8.28
The projects at Pappert Woodland
seek to build community support
for existing Green Network assets.
The proposals are geared towards
improving access to recreational
opportunities, particularly focused
on encouraging walking. They also
deliver improvements in terms of
accessibility, enabling east- west
connectivity to key destinations.
Finally, proposals recognise the
importance of the area in providing
habitats for wildlife and plant life.
8.29
West Dunbartonshire Council is best
placed to take responsibility for the
development and management of
Pappert Woodland, supported by the
Forestry Commission and community/
voluntary support. The Forestry
Commission have a strong track
record in engaging communities to
enhance existing woodland assets in a
way which strengthens communities.
8.30
The Forestry Commission have
their own grants programme.
The community-facing aspect of
the scheme suggests a range of
community funding such as Fairer
Scotland funding, Big Lottery Fund’s
Dynamic, Inclusive Communities
Programme, Awards for All,
SAC’s Public Art Fund, Scottish
Community Foundation and Cash for
Communities.
8.31
In many cases the funding partners
require evidence that the proposal
are community led and therefore it
is recommended that a community
engagement strategy and action plan
is developed. A range of community
workshops should be organised. The
Forestry Commission Scotland grants

programme offers potential funding
streams for the projects, including
the Woods In and Around Towns
(WIAT) and Forestry for People (F4P)
initiatives.

Dunbarton Town Centre &
Levengrove Park
8.32
Enhancing the town centre public
realm, and importantly the linkages
to the river and historic park, can play
a vital role in levering new private
sector investment. Encouraging
visitors to the town and park, as well
as encouraging local people to stay
and spend locally, is a core component
in encouraging new businesses into
the town and supporting the growth of
existing businesses.
8.33
There are a range of green
infrastructure investments and it is
recommended that a masterplan and
associated action plan is developed for
town centre public realm investments
and contemporary enhancement in
Levengrove Park. This should be
facilitated by West Dunbartonshire
Council and include input from local
businesses and communities.
8.34
The detailed action plan must present
the method in which individual
elements can be delivered, building
on the lessons learned and success
of the previous improvements. The
action plan should include the role
of various partners, the structure
of the partnership in terms of lead
and support, design proposals,
timescales, funding and procurement
options and agreement on the
social, environmental and economic
objectives being addressed. A
community engagement strategy
would be an important activity in
establishing a deliverable action plan.
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Bowling Harbour & The Saltings
8.35
British Waterways have led the
development of the 140 acres
of land on the north side of the
Clyde, adjacent to Bowling, and in
conjunction with Clydeport. The
area is ideally situated to attract
new residential and commercial
development, including further
tourism infrastructure. However,
there remain a number of
considerable challenges associated
with the sunk investment required to
decontaminate the site.
8.36
Bowling Harbour, and the
neighbouring Saltings, can be
promoted in phases and an important
early phase is to encourage partial
use and the creation of a linear
walkway and possible boardwalk as
well as new plantings, as a key early
phase. By encouraging community
and visitor use into the wider site
brings the immediate benefit of
attracting use, users and potential
spend in the area. However, and of
strategic importance is the role that
the greenspace development can play
in triggering a wider appreciation of
the site and the scope to help unlock
the significant barriers currently
challenging the sites.
8.37
A promotional strategy should be
developed to recognise the role
and future role of the area, focused
on ensuring the area is promoted
as a place of high environmental
sustainability.
8.38
This proposal is also part of the Clyde
Green Network Strategy and therefore
it is recommended that both Delivery
Groups have a meeting to prepare a
joined and consistent approach to this
core regeneration area.

Sources of Funding
and Resources
8.39
The Project will seek to optimise the
current source of funding for this type
of work, as well as existing resources.
These include:

Big Lottery Fund – Growing
Community Assets
8.40
As part of Investing in Communities
and lunched in July 2010, Growing
Community Assets is about
communities having more control
and influence over their own future,
through ownership of physical assets.
These are usually physical assets
such as land, buildings or equipment,
but may also include other types of
assets such as energy.
8.41
Growing Community Assets will focus
strongly on tackling need. Projects
must aim to achieve all of these four
outcomes:
• Communities work together to own
and develop local assets
• Communities are sustainable
and improve their economic,
environmental and social future
through the ownership and
development of local assets
• Communities develop skills and
knowledge through the ownership
and development of local assets
• Communities overcome
disadvantage and inequality through
the ownership and development of
local assets

Heritage Lottery Fund - Skills for
the Future funding
8.42
Skills for the Future will fund
projects which provide paid training
placements to meet a skills gap in
the heritage sector, and fully support
trainees to learn practical skills.

8.43
It will fund traditional conservation
training and also the skills needed to
engage people with heritage. The fund
will award grants between £100,000
and £1million. There is only one
opportunity to apply to Skills for the
Future. The closing date is 19 March
2010. A pre-application workshop
will take place in Edinburgh on 11
December 2009.

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
biodiversity grants
8.44
The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation has
announced that it has changed the
funding criteria for its Biodiversity
funding scheme. Under the
Biodiversity strand a total of £3
million will be available in grants
until December 2010. Grants
will be available for projects that
develop a greater knowledge and
understanding of certain habitats
and their associated species. The
Foundation will consider applications
from research organisations, practical
conservation charities and voluntary
nature societies.

The Mark Leonard Trust
8.45
Not for profit organisations and
organisations with a charitable
purpose can apply for funding
from this trust which focuses on
environmental education in the
UK. In particular the Trust seeks to
support projects that focus on; finding
practical ways of involving children
and young adults. Applications to the
Trust can be submitted at any time.

The Ryklow Charitable Trust
8.46
The Ryklow Trust supports
organisations and individuals involved
in actvities that include environment
and conservation. The Conservation
priority is for activities that positively
impact on natural species, landscapes
and environmental resources.

Funding to strengthen community
capacity
8.47
Three Scottish voluntary organisations
will share £1.1million from the Big
Lottery Fund Dynamic, Inclusive
Communities Programme for projects
aiming to strengthen communities.
The Scottish Community Development
Centre will work with 50 community
groups between 2009 and 2014
through its lottery backed Achieving
Community Empowerment (ACE)
programme, whilst the Scottish
Community Foundation will work
with a small number of new
community groups as part of its Our
Community, Our Future programme.
Finally, Forward Scotland has been
awarded funding of over £400,000 to
deliver a community empowerment
programme for sustainability.

Grants available through CSV
Action Earth Campaign
8.48
Two different grants are available to
groups of volunteers who are carrying

out local conservation/ environment
projects or who are improving
biodiversity in Scotland:
• SNH Biodiversity Awards of £250
support and encourage groups
that carry practical environmental
projects, creating or upgrading
wildlife habitats or improving the life
of Scotland's wildlife.
• CSV Action Earth awards of £50 are
also available to help projects to
purchase plants, tools and materials
and to cover volunteer expenses.
This covers projects of all sizes and
can cover community clear ups,
litter picks and a range of other
environmental projects.

Awards for All
8.49
Awards for All has been operated
as a joint scheme by the four lottery
distributors: SportScotland, Scottish
Arts Council, Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) and Big Lottery Fund. From
this month, HLF will no longer play a
role in Awards for All but instead will
use its existing “Your Heritage” and
“Young Roots” programmes to ensure
the continuation of small community
grants within the heritage sector.
Awards for All will continue to fund
heritage projects after April 2009 but
all applications will need to clearly
demonstrate a strong community
focus.

Government funds for the third
sector
8.50
The Scottish Government’s Third
Sector Enterprise Fund was launched
in December 2009 and joins the Social
Entrepreneurs Fund and the Scottish
Investment Fund as a trio of support
for the sector. The Third Sector
Enterprise Fund offers between
£25,000 and £100,000 to organisations
that want to build their capacity,
capability and financial sustainability.

Public Art Fund
8.51
The Public Art Fund, operated by the
Scottish Arts Council, runs an open
application scheme until 31 January
2009, with no deadlines. The scope
of public art projects supported has
been broadened to include temporary,
permanent, cross-artform and
multidisciplinary work. The Public Art
Fund is aimed at attracting original
proposals – from a broad range of
organisations – to produce exciting
and innovative public art across
Scotland.

Scottish Natural Heritage grant
schemes
8.52
Scottish Natural Heritage continues
to be able to offer grant support for a
wide range of urban and rural projects
that deliver outcomes linked to the
SNH Corporate Strategy. If you are
seeking a grant of less than £10,000,
you can apply at any time. Applications
for grants of £10,000 or more are
assessed in two competitive funding
rounds each year.

Community cash awards
8.53
Young people aged 14-25 can apply
for awards between £250 and £5,000
to help tackle the dangers of drugs,
crime and play a positive role in
their community. The Royal Bank of
Scotland Community Cash Awards
will see £1 million of grants being
distributed by youth charity, The
Prince’s Trust.

Scottish Community Foundation
awards
8.54
Express Grants are available to
community groups looking for
funding of up to £2,000. The scheme
has a straightforward application
process, and a short turnaround time.
Applications can be made at any time.
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CashBack for communities fund
2008-2010

developments in young peoples
participation.

8.55
The CashBack for Communities fund
could help you increase youth work
events and activities in your local area
if it’s an area of multiple deprivation
and the young people you work with
are between 10 and 19 years.

Support for woodland projects

Coalfields Regeneration Trust
8.56
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust
has announced a further £53m of
funding to support projects that
help transform Britain’s former
coalfield communities over the
next three years. At the one end
of the spectrum grants there
are grants from the ‘community
chest’ to small organisations, and
at the other end CRT gives large
grants of up to £300,000 to bigger
voluntary, community and statutory
organisations.

Links Foundation
8.57
The Links Foundation funds a wide
range of community-based projects
in the UK. All applications must
show the positive impact a project
could have on a community. There is
no set amount, but average awards
are around £20,000. Funding can be
for new or existing projects and can
help meet capital and revenue costs.
Applications are considered 3 times
per year.

Carnegie Trust - Young Peoples
Grants Programme (UK)
8.58
The Carnegie UK Trusts Young
Peoples Grants Programme aims
to support and promote young
peoples participation in decisionmaking. Its focus is on involvement
that is meaningful, benefits all
participants and leads to sustainable

8.59
Funding for local woodland projects is
available through the Local Forestry
Challenge Funds. Two funds are
available: Woods In and Around Towns
(WIAT), and Forestry for People. The
WIAT Challenge Fund aims to bring
urban woodland into sustainable
management and improve recreation
facilitates by carrying out an agreed
programme of work. The Forestry
for People Challenge Fund covers all
Scotland, including the WIAT areas.
It supports local involvement in
woodland projects for health, learning
and strengthening communities.

CSV Action Earth Campaign
8.60
SNH are supporting this years’
CSV Action Earth campaign. It is
a grant of up to £50 available to
community groups to support a local
environmental project and can be
applied for up to 6 different projects.
The grant promotion runs from
January to June on a first come first
served basis.

Voluntary Action Fund
8.61
The Voluntary Action Fund (VAF) is an
independent grant-making trust which
invests in voluntary and community
based organisations across Scotland.
The funding and support provided
enables organisations to undertake
projects that challenge inequalities
and overcome barriers to being
involved in community life. VAF
receives funding from the Scottish
Executive to support voluntary and
community organisations in taking
forward social change. The grant
programmes are linked by the
common threads of social inclusion
and support for organisations

to become stronger. Each grant
programme has its individual criteria
and priorities as well as a direct link
to government policy.

Scottish Community Foundation
8.62
The Scottish Community Foundation
general grants programme, provides
grants to a broad cross section of
constituted groups involved in social
welfare and community development
activities. Community Grants are
one off sums of up to £5,000. The
majority of the funding is directed
at locally based work carried out,
and often initiated by, members of
that local community. Therefore
only applications from smaller
organisations that have an income
of less than £250,000 per annum are
considered. Groups can apply for
either a Small Grant (up to £1,000) or
a Main Grant (up to £5,000) from this
programme. There is no closing date
for applications.

SITA Trust - enhancing
communities programme
8.63
This Fund for not for profit
organisations, charities and
community groups located within ten
miles of a SITA UK site that wish to
improve the local public amenities.
Up to £25,000 is available for local
community improvement projects and
grants of up to £150,000 for projects of
a regional significance.

Triodos opportunities fund
8.64
The Triodos Opportunities Fund (the
Fund) is a ground-breaking social
enterprise equity fund. It will invest
in high impact and commercially
sustainable social enterprises and
provide expertise to help them
grow. The Fund brings together
social investors who are looking
for meaningful ways to put their
money to work with promising
social enterprises. Its mission is to
deliver social and financial returns
to its investors by funding the next
generation of pioneering social
enterprises.

BIFFA Awards
8.65
Recognised as one of the most
respected landfill tax credit funded
schemes, to date, Biffaward has
distributed £70,085,688 to 881 projects
throughout the UK. The fund offers
three levels of support:
• The Small Grants Scheme provides
grants between £250 and £5,000 for
projects that enable communities
to improve local amenities and to
conserve wildlife and habitats.
• The Main Grants Scheme grants
between £5,001 and £50,000 for
Amenity projects that provide
and improve community facilities
to act as mechanisms for
recreation, sporting achievement,

lifelong learning and community
involvement. In addition it supports
projects that increase or maintain
Biodiversity.
• The Flagship Scheme offers grants
between £150,000 - £500,000
for larger projects that support
regionally or nationally significant
voluntary sector led regeneration
or biodiversity projects to make a
significant impact on the quality of
life of the region.

Water Environment Restoration
Fund
8.66
SEPA is offering funding to restore
the condition of Scotland’s water
environment and to support
partnership projects. Projects
must aim to deliver improvements
to wetlands, rivers, lochs/ponds,
estuaries or coasts and where
possible deliver a wider range of
environmental, social and economic
benefits.

CSV Action Earth Grants
8.67
Grants of up to £50 for groups who
want to undertake a small practical
project. Grants awarded on annual
basis. See www.actionearth.org.uk for
more information.

Community Food and Health
Scotland - Small Grants Scheme
8.68
Community Food and Health
(Scotland) has an annual small
grants scheme available for groups
and agencies in Scotland who wish
to improve access to, and take up
of a healthy, varied and balanced
diet. Grants from £500 to £3000 are
available and grant recipients are
expected to spend their grant money
within one year.

O2 Its Your Community Grants
8.69
O2 provide grant funding for green
space improvements up to £1000.
More information and fantastically
simple on-line application form
(other funders please take
note!) are available here - www.
itsyourcommunity.co.uk

Help Yourselves
8.70
Grants of up to £1000 available to
young people who wish to take action
to improve their local community. See
www.helpyourselves.org.uk for more
information.

Playground Partnerships
8.71
£250 - £10,000 awarded to help
schools to improve their school
grounds.

SNH Grant Schemes
8.72
Scottish Natural Heritage run a
variety of different grant schemes that
community groups can access.

HBOS Foundation
8.73
Grants of up to £10,000 available
for developing and improving
communities. See www.
hbosfoundation.org for more
information.

Viridor Landfill Tax Credits
8.74
Accessing Landfill tax can be quite
complex. However, the money can
be used to pay for improvements
to Green Spaces. Forward Scotland
administer the Viridor Landfill Tax
programme that will pay up to £20,000
and no more than 75% of total project
costs. In addition, a third party
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(neither the applicant nor Viridor)
must pay an extra 10% of the total
grant to Viridor to release the money.

Go4 Volunteering
8.75

The majority of voluntary
organisations in Scotland depend
on volunteers for the services they
deliver, the activities they run and
the huge range of work they carry
out in their local communities.
GO4Volunteering helps the
management committees and staff
of local grassroots organisations to
build their skills around recruiting and
supporting their volunteers.

Scottish Community Foundation Community Grant Scheme
8.76
Community Grants are one off sums
of up to £5,000. The majority of the
funding is directed at locally based
work carried out, and often initiated
by, members of that local community.
Therefore we currently only
consider applications from smaller
organisations that have an income of
less than £250,000 per annum.

“Progress does not demand a degraded
environment. Beauty is good for
business. There is a business case to
respect and honour the land. It creates
tremendous value in real estate.”
(Pat Noonan – Founder of the US Conservation Fund)
The Vale of Leven looking toward the River Clyde
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