Clyde Waterfront is a public sector partnership established to promote and facilitate the implementation of the River Clyde's regeneration as a world class
waterfront location. The project will be a key driver of Scotland's economic development in the 21st century. A 15 year plan has been developed to transform
the environment, communities, transport infrastructure and economy along the river from Glasgow to Erskine Bridge in the largest project of its kind to be
undertaken in Scotland. The partnership involves the Scottish Executive, Glasgow City Council, Renfrewshire Council, West Dunbartonshire Council, Scottish
Enterprise and Communities Scotland. The Green Network Strategy has been developed with the additional support of SNH and Forestry Commission
Scotland.
Visit www.clydewaterfront.com for further information.
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A network of high quality and safe spaces reconnect communities
with each other, with the River Clyde running through the heart of
the area. Historic inequalities in provision have been addressed and
everyone has access to a wide range of high quality greenspaces.
People are more actively involved in creating, managing and using
the Green Network, having come to recognise the benefits it
provides for individual and community health and well being.

CLYDE WATERFRONT GREEN NETWORK:
A FUTURE TRANSFORMED
By 2020, the following vision for the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network will have
become reality:

The Green Network provides opportunities to walk and cycle, linking
with transport nodes and connecting visitor attractions, work places
and other services. The river itself has become a focus for leisure
and recreation activity ± on the water and along its banks.

The ambitions of the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network
Partnership have resulted in the transformation of the physical
environment of Clyde Waterfront and equally far reaching benefits
for local communities, workers, visitors and investors. The benefits
have occurred at local, strategic and national levels.
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reflecting and responding to its industrial and social legacy whilst
facilitating, accommodating and providing new opportunities to
engage with the arts.

All those involved in planning and managing Clyde Waterfront have
recognised and responded to the key opportunity presented by the
relationship between environmental enhancement and economic
attractiveness. The Green Network now has a central place on the
agendas of communities, planning authorities, developers, investors
and public sector agencies. Partnership and co-ordination mean
that projects, initiatives and processes are complementary and
achieve synergy across Clyde Waterfront.

The Green Network links existing and new habitats, having helped
to reverse their historic loss and fragmentation, and by connecting
to surrounding areas. There are exciting opportunities for people to
experience nature throughout the Clyde Waterfront area.
Elements of the Green Network serve many purposes including
place-making, providing opportunities for formal and informal
recreation, contributing to sustainable urban drainage and forming
components of wider habitat networks.

The Green Network created an environment that is unique in its
combination of river, greenspace, civic space, modern development
and cultural heritage. It forms a linear link along the waterfront and
connecting with adjoining communities and other environmental
assets. Clyde Waterfront competes with other world class cities,
offering a high quality environment to all its residents, workers and
visitors, and attracting high value investment to the wider area.
The Green Network has become an integral part of Clyde
:DWHUIURQW¶VYLVLWRUDSSHDO
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1.

The Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership
has a bold vision for the future development of the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network. At this point in time, we have
been presented with a ‘
onc
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oppor
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o
help transform the Clyde Waterfront, by creating a network
of connected green spaces that change the way that local
people, visitors, workers and investors use, and think about,
the river. In order to achieve this, the Green Network should
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decision making, but should be recognised as making a
fundamental contribution to quality of life for communities
along the Clyde.

1.2.

This report sets out the key actions and projects across a
series of themes required to realise this vision. It also
defines the changes that are needed to ensure that the role
of the Green Network is on the agenda of all those
responsible for planning, developing and managing the
environment of Clyde Waterfront, from individual
neighbourhoods to the area as a whole.

1.3.

The report has been prepared following a study by Land Use
Consultants on behalf of Clyde Waterfront, SNH, and the
Forestry Commission Scotland in 2006. The study included
a review of sites within the Green Network, analysis of plans
and policies throughout the study area, and a series of
stakeholder workshops, which involved a range of different
partners. These workshops were a first step towards
bringing together people across the Clyde Waterfront area to
collectively discuss the development of the Green Network.
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Representatives of a range of different policy areas were
involved, including planning, environment, economic
development, tourism, community, arts, culture and health.
This reflects a cross sectoral commitment to working
together to deliver a multi functional Green Network for the
Clyde Waterfront. The study steering group also involved
the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership,
including the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure Plan
Team, Glasgow City, Renfrewshire and West
Dunbartonshire Councils, and Communities Scotland.
1.4.

1
The Glasgow and the Clyde StructurePl
an’
s
Strategic
Vision provided the starting point for the development of the
Green Network. The 2006 Alteration set out an Agenda for
Sustained Growth with the aim of delivering significant
improvement in the economic competitive position of the
Structure Plan area over the next 20 years. The creation of
a high quality Green Network was defined as one of the key
actions required to deliver this Agenda.

1.5.

The Green Network is intended to provide a cohesive
regional framework for the development of many different
types of site, delivered and managed by an equally broad
range of organisations. The aim of the Green Network is to
achieve a quantum change in the scope, scale and quality of
greenspace work being carried out across Glasgow and the
Clyde Valley, giving priority to:

1

Glasgow and Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan (2000), the Structure Plan
Alteration (2006) and the supporting Technical Report TR9/06
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 Greenspace associated with the living and working
environment of local communities;
 Greenspace supporting key strategic objectives such as
economic development, regeneration, biodiversity,
sustainable development and environmental education;
and
 Greenspace linked to flagship development initiatives.
1.6.

The Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership
has been established to co-ordinate and facilitate the
development of the Green Network. Clyde Waterfront
represents one of five flagship projects identified within the
Structure Plan.

1.7.
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regeneration programme. Already a significant amount of
commercial and residential development has been attracted
to the area. This is reflected in the scale and rate of change
at many points along the Clyde. There are many other
projects and initiatives, ranging from the development of new
transport infrastructure through to community arts projects.

1.8.

Set against these indicators of success is a continuing
picture of social exclusion and poor health within many
communities along the Clyde, allied to low environmental
quality and poor access to greenspace.

1.9.

This document explores the role of the Green Network, and
seeks to address many of these problems by providing the
framework within which development projects and
community initiatives can be co-ordinated. This will help
ensure that Clyde Waterfront becomes greater than a sum of
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attractiveness of the area for business development.
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KEY GAPS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
CLYDE WATERFRONT GREEN NETWORK
1.10. The following sections highlight current gaps in the network,
and identify opportunities for filling them.
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ACHIEVING THE GREEN NETWORK THROUGH CO-ORDINATED LAND USE CHANGE
Theme 1 Planning and development
Current Challenges
Major land use change is occurring within the area, with the creation of new residential, business and commercial areas. As noted in the
Scot
t
i
shEx
ecut
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ementPeople and Place (2006), the Clyde Corridor (Combining the Clyde Gateway and Clyde
Waterfront) is a priority redevelopment area of national significance. Although this provides major opportunities for greenspace creation, a
review of the existing Green Network shows that development is resulting in loss of some significant areas of open space, including extensive
areas of semi natural space along the waterfront. This means that more pressure is being placed on remaining space, as population and built
density grows and open space declines.
Some developments have led to the creation of new space that contributes to the Green Network, and others have led to improvement of wider
spaces within communities. However, at the moment these projects are undertaken on a case by case basis, and there remain key gaps within
the Green Network which could have been filled previously, had a wider framework for action been available.
New development areas have tended to make limited provision for maintenance of open space provided. In many cases, this has been passed
to residents, as part of their factoring costs. This may have made them reluctant to recognise that their spaces form part of a city wide, publicly
accessible network, and as a result it remains to be seen how sustainable and equitable these arrangements will be in the longer term.
Key Opportunities for the Green Network
There is a need for a more proactive approach to new development areas, with planning authorities providing more specific guidance on the
way in which the wider aims of the Green Network can be achieved through planning agreements, site layouts and masterplans, and design
guidance.
The key projects identified by this report (thematic and area specific) should provide a framework within which future new provision and
improvements to existing spaces can be more effectively targeted.
Local authorities should review their existing open space and Green Network policies, and seek to provide a more comprehensive, specific and
consistent approach as their plans are reviewed. The Green Network Partnership should co-ordinate this process.
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CREATING A GREEN NETWORK FOR EVERYONE TO ENJOY
Theme 2 Community and Health
Current Challenges
The River has not traditionally been recognised as an area for recreation in Glasgow. Communities use open spaces that are detached from
the riverside and are unlikely to see the Waterfront as a leisure resource as it is widely inaccessible, and is considered unsafe in places. In
many cases local people are unlikely to realise how close they are to the river, and will not be aware of how they can access it.
In contrast, new residents in areas such as Glasgow Harbour will have been drawn to the area because of its riverside location. They will
already be enjoying their own spaces, but may be unwilling to welcome public access. Conflicts are arising where there is an unclear definition
of public space. On several parts of the waterfront, including at Mavisbank and Riverview, public open spaces appear to have become part of
more private space within developments, forming a barrier to public use. There is a need to address this, by balancing the city-wide aspiration
to have open access to the riverfront, and the natural desire for privacy and security felt by residents. In parts of the area such as at Glasgow
Harbour and in Govan this has been achieved by providing much clearer definitions of public, semi-private and private space. There is also a
need to take a closer look at public access to spaces within business developments, to stimulate higher levels of use and maximise their
contribution to the Green Network.
There is inequitable access to greenspace throughout the study area. In the city centre, many residents have very limited access to greenspace,
and this is also an issue within a number of local areas further west. This means that there is a particular need to safeguard existing spaces
within these areas, and to exploit opportunities to create new accessible spaces that together make a more complete waterfront Green Network.
Key Opportunities for the Green Network
Community driven projects should continue to be progressed in the area, where people recognise the value and identity of their local spaces,
but also feel proud that their park or space is part of the prestigious Clyde Waterfront Green Network. They should be encouraged to share
ideas and experiences with their neighbouring communities, so that a network of Waterfront Green Network community projects evolves.
Community involvement in the Green Network should go beyond existing communities, to ensure that new residents also take ownership of their
local environment. This would help to build a greater sense of community cohesion across the area. Links between communities on the north
and south sides of the River would also help to change perceptions of the cityscape, encouraging more people to recognise the river as a
connecting part of a Green Network, as opposed to a barrier.

Part 1: Strategic Overview

9

Part 1: Strategic Overview

2

REFLECTING THE CULTURAL AND HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CLYDE AND CREATING A
STIMULATING GREEN NETWORK
Theme 3 Arts, Culture and Heritage
Current Challenges
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Riverside, and are likely to be dissuaded from using the waterfront as a whole due to safety and accessibility issues.
Key Opportunities for the Green Network
Heritage, arts and cultural projects should be progressed and co-ordinated to help orientate users of the Green Network and inspire them to visit
other parts of the Waterfront to find out more about local histories along the river.
Key opportunities for heritage projects that could add interest and value to the Waterfront Green Network include Renfrew Ferry, Erskine Ferry /
Harbour, the Stobcross Crane and Lancefield Quay, The Broomielaw, Elder Park and Govan Graving Docks. The Riverside Museum should
aim to provide an accessible riverside civic space that is connected with the wider green network. Community based arts projects, such as the
Linthouse Urban Village and the Gorbals Arts Project could also contribute to this theme.
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BRINGING THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT INTO THE CITY
Theme 4 Environmental Links
Current Challenges
The Clyde Waterfront Green Network includes some substantial areas of natural and semi natural space at present. However, the baseline
anal
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owards the more rural western end of the area, with connections into the urban
area having been eroded by development and land use change over the years.
Much of the new space which has been provided as a result of regeneration in the Waterfront area has been relatively formal –providing parks
or amenity space, but contributing little to existing habitat networks.
Key Opportunities for the Green Network
There is a need to avoid further erosion of existing natural areas as part of the green network. A number of targeted enhancement projects
coul
dbeus
edt
of
i
l
lex
i
s
t
i
nggapsi
nt
henet
wor
kofnat
ur
al
r
esour
ces,i
ncl
udi
ngpr
oj
ect
sf
ocus
i
ngonandar
oundt
heCl
yde’
st
r
i
but
ar
i
eswoul
d
enhancenotonl
yt
hegr
eennet
wor
k,butal
sot
he‘
bl
uenet
wor
k’
andi
mpr
ov
ing the biodiversity supported by the river system as a whole.
There is a need to particularly focus on links from the Clyde to the north and south, following the Kelvin, the Duntocher Burn and the Carts.
Other opportunities could arise from regeneration in the Gorbals, where the Laurieston Masterplan will provide a more legible streetscape that is
complemented by significant new open spaces. Environmental links could also provide more complete habitat networks, such as improved
linear connections between key nature conservation Nodes at Renfrew and Erskine. Maintaining and reconnecting the disused railway line
running parallel to the river in Whiteinch / Scotstoun / Yoker is also an important project that partly compensates for the relative lack of
waterfront access in this area in the short to medium term.
Biodiversity corridors and links should also provide further functional benefits as part of the network of routes within and between Green
Network spaces. Where possible, provision of new space as part of developments should contribute to the network of natural areas sustained
within the Green Network.
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stepping stones and creating a mosaic of wetland and shoreline habitats) such as the proposals for Lancefield Quay, should be prioritised
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to maintain and improve water quality is a wider policy objective for the River, which the Green Network could contribute to, and benefit from.
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CREATING AN ACCESSIBLE WATERFRONT GREEN NETWORK
Theme 5 Transport and Access
Current Challenges
Access to the Clyde Waterfront Green Network is currently fragmented. Some parts of the riverside can be accessed, whilst other lie behind
barriers. Key areas where this is a problem include
 Govan, Scotstoun and Yoker, due to use of key areas for shipbuilding and other industries
 The area between Erskine and Renfrew, which is largely farmland where access is not actively promoted,
 Areas in use for sewage treatment at Clydebank and Shieldhall in Govan,
 Partick and Thornwood, as a result of transport barriers including the Expressway
 Some areas which are working docks, but which could experience significant change over the coming years as they are redeveloped
 Areas closer to the City Centre where residents are unwilling to allow public use of the riverside, as a result of concerns about security and
because of poor definition of public, private and semi public space.
 Areas that could increasingly become detached from the river as a result of redevelopment and planned new infrastructure, including the
planned new Fastlink route.
Key Opportunities for the Green Network
Considerable work has already been undertaken to develop the Clyde Walkway. However, key gaps in the network of access routes remain,
and will be difficult to fill in the short term. The Green Network provides an opportunity to fill some of these longstanding gaps, by building
moment
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There are some specific opportunities to create new linking routes, and these could be taken forward as part of the ongoing regeneration and
development of the area.
Throughout the area, there is a need to make better use of the existing network of purpose built routes and pavements, to provide better links
from the north and south of the area to the riverside. This could be achieved through signage, providing information, carefully locating strategic
crossing points and by connecting walking routes with the public transport network.
Some gaps will not be easily filled as a result of established land use. The River remains a working area and this should be respected.
Diversions around areas such as the Govan and Scotstoun Shipyards could be facilitated by parts of the Green Network.
New access to the river itself should continue to be created as regeneration continues. This will help to reinforce the role of the Clyde as a
transport route in its own right. Access points should be well connected to the land based access network.
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A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF PLACE MAKING
Theme 6: Economic Development and Tourism
Current Challenges
This final theme brings together all the challenges examined on the previous pages to show how the opportunities combine to transform the
environment of Clyde Waterfront. This transformation will help realise the Structure Plan aspirations for the Green Network –making a place
that benefits residents, workers, visitors and investors.
This is a sizeable challenge for everyone involved in planning, creating, managing and using Clyde Waterfront. While there are already some
key jewels in the form of accessible greenspace, riverside walkways, new commercial and residential developments and fine riverside
townscapes, few of these are connected to form a coherent network. The river itself is an under-recognised, often hidden asset. Many existing
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and quality. Barriers such as major roads, railway lines and industrial areas separated communities from each other and from the river.
Connections with surrounding greenspaces, access routes and the wider countryside are often missing.
Key Opportunities for the Green Network
The cumulative strategic diagram opposite shows how the Green Network will transform Clyde Waterfront. The river will be restored as key
focus, with a series of interlinked community, heritage and greenspace projects set within a broader network of green corridors and links
extending from the river into surrounding areas. The eastern part of the river realises its potential as an important cultural and tourism resource,
linking into the city centre, through the SECC and Pacific Quay to Glasgow Harbour and onwards to Kelvingrove. There are new opportunities
for communities to become involved in the Green Network and to be reconnected with the River Clyde.
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extend beyond the public sector, however, to engage with
key developers, existing industrial and commercial interests,
the voluntary sector and communities across the area. The
Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership
provides a vehicle within which such partnership working can
be developed and supported. Specifically with regard to the
study area, Clyde Waterfront is also a key delivery partner
that co-ordinates many different interests to provide a
coherent approach to regeneration.

AREA WIDE PRIORITIES FOR DELIVERING
THE GREEN NETWORK
1.11. Realising this vision will require a creative approach to
delivery, drawing together a range of different methods and
approaches to ensure that key short, medium and longer
term actions all contribute positively to the development of
the Clyde Waterfront Green Network.
1.12. The following sections define the key components of this
delivery framework.

1.15. One of the most important steps in delivering the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network will be to develop a strong
‘
br
and’that can be used to give it a clear and recognisable
identity. This will help raise awareness of the network
among decision makers, developers, local communities and
visitors. It will also help challenge perceptions of the river
and the quality of greenspaces within the Waterfront area.
One option would be to develop the concept of a park with at
least regional status, focusing along the River Clyde and
linking to communities along the riverside. The brand should
acknowledge the industrial and cultural heritage of the river,
but also highlight its role in contributing to recreation and
quality of life. It should be reflected in signage and other
information across Clyde Waterfront and neighbouring
areas.

1.13. The Clyde Waterfront Green Network sets out an ambitious
vision of the future that will depend on strong leadership
and advocacy on the part of the principal organisations
involved. Many of these organisations have already set out
a clear commitment to development and implementation of
the strategy and it is important that this is reflected both
internally and in the way that they engage with other
interests.
1.14. Partnership working will be essential for the successful
delivery of the Clyde Waterfront Green Network. Effective
partnership working will be required in the broadest sense.
Co-ordination will be required within and between key
delivery organisations, including Glasgow City Council,
Renfrewshire Council and West Dunbartonshire Council. It
should also involve other public sector organisations such as
Clyde Waterfront, Forestry Commission Scotland,
Communities Scotland, Scottish Enterprise, Scottish Natural
Heritage, National Health Service and Greater Glasgow
Health Board, Strathclyde Partnership for Transport and
Strathclyde Police. Community Planning has a key role to
play in promoting such co-operation. This partnership must
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1.16. There is no single mechanism or funding source that will
deliver the vision set out for the Clyde Waterfront Green
Network. Instead, it will draw upon a broad range of existing
mechanisms and should be sufficiently flexible to respond
positively to new sources of funding. Key examples of
existing mechanisms include the following:
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 the Planning System is one of most important
implementation mechanisms. The aims of the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network must be reflected in detailed
planning policies, in supplementary planning guidance,
including development briefs and through the operation
of the development control process, including preapplication discussions with developers. The planning
system should provide clarity for all those involved in the
creation of greenspace within Clyde Waterfront;

to mange their own green spaces positively and become
involved in the creation or management of local
greenspaces, for example through business sponsorship.
In the longer term, the quality of the Green Network
should play a role in attracting investment to Clyde
Waterfront;
 the development of Core Paths Networks, comprising
local networks and longer distance routes such as the
Clyde Walkway, Kelvin Walkway and national cycle
route, provide one way of linking elements of the Green
Network together, increasing levels of use and
responding to new opportunities for public access along
the waterfront;

 the increasing need to address the quality and quantity of
surface run-off means that Sustainable Urban Drainage
Schemes (SUDS) are an increasing requirement for new
and existing development. Frequently such schemes
involve temporary or permanent waterbodies capable of
retaining run-off following heavy rain. SUDS provide a
mechanism for creating publicly accessible greenspace
which also delivers flood management and biodiversity
benefits;

 there is a remarkable range of arts and heritage
projects across the Clyde Waterfront, many relating
directly to the greenspace or the river itself. To date
promotion of these resources has been piecemeal,
suggesting that there is scope to achieve a stronger
identity by better co-ordinated action on a river wide
basis. There is also further potential to engage with, and
support local level projects, helping to ensure that the
Green Network is rooted in the history and culture of the
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place and bringing the green network to life;

 the public sector is a major procurer, developer and
landowner in its own right. The redevelopment of the
Southern General, for example, provides an opportunity
to demonstrate how development can contribute to the
development of the wider Green Network. Network Rail
and Transport Scotland manage extensive elements of
transport infrastructure and could have a major influence
on the visual and biodiversity value of rail and major road
corridors;

 the creation of a Green Network that is valued and well
used will depend on the full involvement of
communities across the Clyde Waterfront. While this
document aims to set the strategic framework for
development of the Green Network, local people should
play a key role in defining local priorities, planning
greenspace projects and even managing and

 the private sector also has an important role to play. The
positive use of the planning system can help ensure
that new development contributes to the quality of the
Green Network. Businesses should also be encouraged
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 the momentum of implementation should be maintained
by celebrating achievements and sharing good
practice across the Clyde Waterfront Green Network.
Much can be learned from sharing the experience of
greenspace projects and initiatives across the Clyde
Waterfront and Scotland and the UK more widely;

maintaining them. Community planning, together with
specific local initiatives have a key role to play in
achieving this. There is a need to build on the wide
range of community and health related initiatives already
underway in parts of the area. The focus of such
projects is likely to vary, reflecting local priorities and the
partners involved, but could include local history, training,
employment, education, health or environmental work;

 there is a need to support these mechanisms with
carefully targeted guidance and advice for those
involved in implementing the Clyde Waterfront Green
Network Strategy. Some of this support can be provided
directly via the Green Network Partnership. These is
also likely to be a need for practical guidance, illustrated
with examples from elsewhere, addressing issues such
as development control, SUDS, community safety and
greenspace in mixed use development.

 there are a range of environmental initiatives that
should be used to enhance the natural heritage value of
t
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awareness and understanding of it. The Scottish
Forestry Grant Scheme prioritises funding for planting
and managing woodlands in urban areas, and improving
public access to them. Scottish Natural Heritage
provides grant aid to aid the creation of new Local Nature
Reserves, placing an emphasis on habitat management
and public access. Scottish Executive land management
grants provide a way of promoting habitat creation and
management in those parts of the area currently in
agricultural use. Organisations such as the RSPB work
with developers to encourage the inclusion of biodiversity
measures within new developments, and with the public
to raise awareness of the richness of the biodiversity in
rural and urban areas. There is a wide range of other
sources of funding and assistance, including the
Community Environmental Renewal Scheme, Awards for
All, Big Lottery Fund, and the Landfill Tax. However, it
should also be noted that the scale of development in the
area is leading to significant levels of investment, and a
proportion of this should be channelled back into the
public realm as a means of supplementing relatively
limited public sector funds;
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NEXT STEPS
Overview
1.17. Part 1 of the Strategy has described a bold vision for the
development of the Green Network within the Clyde
Waterfront area. It has highlighted the unique nature of the
opportunity, but also the challenges that must be addressed
by all those involved in planning and developing the
regeneration of the area.
1.18. This final section of Part 1 defines the priority actions that
will help ensure that the vision is translated into reality, and
that the Green Network realises its potential in delivering
benefits for local people, workers, visitors and investors.
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1.19. These priority actions are described in relation to strategy
themes and partner actions. The section concludes with a
summary of shorter term priority projects.

1.23. Environmental Links. The potential of the Green Network
to enhance biodiversity links throughout Clyde Waterfront,
and to provide opportunities for people to engage with nature
represents a key priority that should be progressed by
Scottish Natural Heritage and Forestry Commission Scotland
working closely with councils and other groups/organisations
with biodiversity interests.

Priority Actions
1.20. Planning and Development. Considerable redevelopment
is underway or is planned. A priority is to ensure that the
Green Network forms part of the agenda of developers,
development control staff, decision makers and policy
makers. Tools will include guidance, training and the use of
development briefs and masterplans. Clyde Waterfront, with
the support of other partners, will play an important role in
placing the Green Network on the development agenda.

1.24. Transport and Access. Priority actions include creating
additional riverside access and links to communities,
transport nodes and cultural and visitor facilities. Councils
will work with developers, communities and the police to
create a network of safe, attractive and usable routes and
spaces. A further priority is to ensure that new transport
infrastructure, including Fastlink, does not result in the loss
of important elements of the Green Network, or reduce
peopl
e’
sac
ces
st
oi
t
.Cl
ydeWat
er
f
r
ont will work with
organisations responsible for planning and managing
transport infrastructure to ensure the Green Network is taken
fully into account.

1.21. Communities and Health. Communities must be involved
in planning, developing and using the Green Network. They
should be supported and encouraged to develop projects
and initiatives within the broader framework of the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network. The role of the Green Network
in contributing to local and national health agendas should
be highlighted. Communities Scotland, with the active
support of other partners, will help ensure communities are
involved in, and benefit from, development of the Green
Network.

1.25. Economic Development. The Green Network will result in
a step change in the environmental quality of Clyde
Waterfront, and in the way that people perceive and use the
area. Promotion, branding and awareness raising will be
critical in demonstrating to local people, workers and
potential investors, that the Green Network has created a
world class environment in which to live, work and relax.
Clyde Waterfront, working closely with Scottish Enterprise,
councils, and the Structure Plan team, will implement a
communications strategy to guide the way the area is
promoted and branded.

1.22. Arts, Culture and Heritage. The Strategy has outlined a
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industrial past, whilst aiming to provide new opportunities for
people to engage with arts and cultural events. An Arts,
Culture and Heritage working group should be established to
ensure that development of the Green Network realises
potential in this area.
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 at Clydebank, creating Green Network links through new
development to provide links between communties and
the riverside. Creating links between the river and the
Forth and Clyde Canal;

Partner Actions
1.26. Priority actions for the Green Network Partnership include:
 the Partnership should take forward the priorities and
proposals set out in the Strategy;

 around Erskine, further developing the network of
biodiversity sites, enhancing opportunities for
understanding and enjoyment;

 the Partnership should continue to disseminate the
Strategy amongst all those involved in planning and
managing Clyde Waterfront and its communities;

 at Renfrew, improve Robertson Park and create Green
Network links between the town centre and the Ferry,
and between existing communities, new developments
and the waterfront;

 Councils should formally adopt the Strategy and ensure it
is implemented through the planning process,
greenspace and access strategies, core path plans,
biodiversity action plans, local transport strategies,
economic strategies and flood management and
sustainable urban drainage initiatives;

 at Yoker, improving links between existing and temporary
greenspaces, including along the Forth and Clyde Canal,
promoting health walks and improving signage and
information;

 other partner organisations should agree to support the
St
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 at Scotstoun, improving links between Victoria Park,
cycle routes, Scotstoun Leisure Centre and Jordanhill
Campus;

 the Partnership should work to build capacity within key
organisations, particularly councils, with the aim of
raising awareness and buy in to the Green Network
concept and strategy for Clyde Waterfront;

 at Whiteinch, working with the local community to realise
the potential of Whiteinch Park;

 the Partnership should also work to raise awareness
amongst local communities and the wider public,
highlighting the Strategy’
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 at Govan, integration with the proposals in the Central
Govan Action Plan and the restoration of Elder Park, and
the involvement of the local community to realise its
potential as local as well as city-wide resource. The
linking of currently underused spaces to create a network
of habitats and green spaces, linking to the riverside;

1.27. Priority actions also relate to projects that are currently
planned or could be progressed in the short to medium term
with the involvement of communities, land owners,
developers and other interests. These include:
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 at Glasgow Harbour, develop the Green Network to link
well established and new greenspaces, and connect with
new and existing local communities. Creating a habitat
link along the Clyde Expressway, connecting with the
Clyde, the Kelvin and other biodiversity sites;

1.28. In Part 3, the Strategy also defines projects to be prioritised
in the medium and longer terms.

 at Pacific Quay, securing physical and qualitative
improvements to routes accessing Festival Park, and
raising wider awareness of the resource and its role as a
link between Cessnock subway station and the Science
Centre;
 at the SECC, creation of a Green Network Link to
Kelvingrove Park and Museum;
 at Finnieston, improved links between communities and
the river in the Lancefield Quay area;
 at the International Financial Services District, measures
to improve the usability of riverside greenspace along
Broomielaw, particularly in the context of the Fastlink
project;
 at Tradeston, the development of quality Green Network
links and spaces as part of the proposed redevelopment;
 at Customhouse Quay, the creation of high quality Green
Network links and spaces associated with the new
footbridge and connections to Buchanan Street;
 at Glasgow Green, the development of initiatives to
encourage stronger links with surrounding communities
and to develop its role as a city-wide venue for events.

Part 1: Strategic Overview
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SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITIES AND
FILLING THE GAPS
Part 2 of this document defines a series of actions that are
required to turn this vision into reality. It considers these
actions in terms of a series of inter-related action themes:

In Part 3, these themes are developed through a series
of action areas:
1. Clydebank.

 planning and land use;

2. Erskine to the White Cart.

 community and health;

3. Renfrew Waterfront.

 arts, culture and heritage;

4. Yoker to Whiteinch.

 environmental links;

5. Govan.

 transport and access;

6. Glasgow Harbour.

 economic development and tourism.

7. SECC and Pacific Quay.
8. Lancefield and Springfield Quays.
9. Broomielaw and Tradeston.
10. Clyde Street and Laurieston.
11. Glasgow Green.

Part 1: Strategic Overview

24

THEME 1: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Key Challenges and Opportunities

Planning and the Clyde Waterfront Green
Network

Existing Policy Commitments

2.1.

Greenspace is a key part of any sustainable settlement, and
in the study area the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure
Plan (Third Alteration 2006) has prioritised the development
of a strategic Green Network that provides a range of
functions and benefits.

2.2.

The Clyde Waterfront is undergoing major land use change
at present through numerous regeneration and development
projects. The planning system has a key role to play in
achieving a high quality, more coherent Green Network.
This brings challenges and opportunities for a number of
partners, including planning authorities, public and private
sector developers and the communities within which
development is taking place.

2.3.

2.4.

National policy relating to the Green Network is provided in
SPP1 The Planning System, NPPG14, Natural Heritage,
which focuses on both biodiversity and wider environmental
aims, NPPG 11, Sport Recreation and Open Space (1996)2
and PAN65: Open Space (2003). Collectively, these policies
provide guidance to local planning authorities on their role in
protecting and enhancing open space, and particularly
emphasise the need for open space to deliver on a broad
range of benefits, particularly within more urban
communities.

2.5.

Under this national framework, the Glasgow and Clyde
Valley Joint Structure Plan (2006) has prioritised the creation
of ‘
AGr
eenNet
wor
k’throughout the plan area, based on
existing resources, and potential new spaces and
environmental links. The Plan also provides guidance on the
Clyde Waterfront, which it defines as a nationally important
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of reclaiming the Clyde Waterfront. The Structure Plan
Technical Report on the Green Network (2006) provides
more detailed guidance, and particularly emphasises the
potential role that large scale development proposals have to
play in the process.

Planning can contribute to the Green Network, but cannot
deliver it in isolation. The land use planning system sits
within a wider framework provided by Community Plans.
Community Plans encompass a range of other partners and
policies, including housing, health, social and economic
development. It is important that planning policies recognise
these broader aims and define how the statutory planning
system can support, and be supported by, wider policy
making.

2

A replacement for NPPG11 (SPP11) is currently being drafted and was
expected to be published imminently, at the time of writing.
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2.6.

Local Plans relating to each of the three Council areas
provide further amplification of the Green Network at the
Local Level. This includes:

2.7.

In summary, at the local level, Glasgow, West
Dunbartonshire and Renfrewshire Councils have all
developed and applied planning policies that seek to protect
greenspace, and to enhance it. Commonly, standards
based approaches to new greenspace provision have been
used to ensure development areas include specified levels
and types of new greenspace. Other approaches have
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soff site open
space enhancement policy, which facilitates developer
contributions to the local authority for existing greenspace
within communities surrounding development sites in lieu of
the developer developing greenspace on site. This currently
places a requirement for the council to spend the
contribution on open space, and if this cannot be achieved it
is returned to the developer, providing no benefits for local
people. Given experiences in implementing this policy in
Glasgow, a review of the policy is required, with a view to
ensuring this does not occur.

2.8.

A more consistent approach to greenspace policy making
and development control decision making is required across
t
hest
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deliver the Green Network in a holistic and co-ordinated way,
and in ensuring that areas are not deterred from increasing
environmental and greenspace requirements within their
policies on the basis that they might push potential
developers into adjacent areas. The central aim of this
theme is therefore to provide clearer guidance for all parties
involved in the development process.

 Policies protecting greenspace and promoting on and off
site open space enhancement as part of development
within the Glasgow City Consultative Draft Plan
(March 2006). The Plan also supports the continuing
development of the Clyde Walkway and provides
guidance specifically in relation to the Waterfront area.
The plan also emphasises the use of Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems (SUDS) in new developments,
recommending that this is taken forward primarily by
developers.
 The West Dunbartonshire Local Plan Consultative
Draft (2005), which states a commitment to delivering
the Green Network, and to providing improved
environmental links with neighbouring areas. Policy RP1
also discusses regeneration plans within the area,
including Clydebank where major development is
planned (and already progressing).
 The Renfrewshire Local Plan aims to deliver the Green
Network through open space enhancement, access
connections and environmental improvements. It goes
some way towards characterising the Green Network
within the area, emphasising the significance of the
Carts, regional and country parks, and longer distance
linear routes. It also recognizes the importance of urban
open spaces within the network. The plan also
emphasizes the potential benefits of SUDS projects.
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regenerated and varied semi natural area. In addition, many
riverside communities will grow significantly over the coming
years, putting more pressure on available greenspace by
stimulating further demand. It is crucial that consideration of
the Green Network takes into account both the current and
future communities within the waterfront area, and the
relationships between them.

The Green Network and Planning and Development
2.9.

The baseline study identified the key sites where
development has progressed, is underway and is planned
for the future. Some major sites have already been through
the planning process, including Renfrew Riverside and large
parts of the waterfront at Clydebank, Yoker, Glasgow
Harbour and in the City Centre. Further development is
anticipated, although there remain only a very small number
of derelict sites in the waterfront where plans for
development have yet to be progressed.

2.12. Stakeholder consultation also highlighted concerns about the
status of greenspace within the development process.
Some developments have inc
l
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developments from the start. As a result, specifications and
issues such as maintenance can be downgraded as
resources decline during development projects. Maintenance
is also a wider concern in the long term, with current
mechanisms varying, and not always being sustainable as a
result of the responsibility it places on private owners to
subsidise the management of public spaces.

2.10. The stakeholder consultation revealed that the approach to
provision of new greenspace and improvement of existing
features has varied significantly between these areas. In
some cases developers have been encouraged to deliver
significant new spaces, such as a new public park provided
as part of the Renfrew Riverside development. In others,
greenspaces have been provided following a standardsbased approach to provision, although the function and
character of some of these spaces has not been as clearly
defined. Other development areas have not necessarily
provided new space on site, but provide contributions to off
site enhancement of greenspaces within the wider
community, such as at Yoker where the RES3 policy of the
City Plan is being applied as an alternative to on site
provision.

2.13. In some cases, greenspace has been recognised as an
integral part of a mixed use development area, whilst in
others, there has been more limited recognition of its
potential. There is a need for concerted efforts by all three
planning authorities to generate sufficient momentum and a
greater degree of certainty in terms of the use of the Green
Network on the waterfront. There is also considerable scope
to develop more robust policies that provide a more positive
approach to the provision of new or enhanced open spaces.
This is important for gaining stakeholder support, but would
also help to ensure that the Green Network becomes
recognised as a shared resource, is used more widely and
ultimately becomes a more attractive and safer area to
enjoy.

2.11. The baseline study showed that it is essential that new
greenspace, and improvements to the existing network,
continue to be delivered as development progresses. In
many areas development will open up access to the
riverside, but will also result in the loss of existing open
space, including significant areas of derelict land which
nevertheless has ecological and local value as a partly
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2.14. When current approaches to greenspace planning and
development is considered in relation to the baseline which
identified existing greenspace, it is clear that the planning
system has a role to play in creating a more complete
network of greenspace within the area. This should fulfil a
range of functions, including creation of more complete
biodiversity and habitat networks to functional transport links,
recreation provision, tourism development, supporting
community pride and improving health. Access to the Clyde
and improving perceived and physical linkages via the Green
Network could also be assisted by a more consistent and
clearer approach to planning for greenspace.

If all three council areas developed more consistent
policies which allowed for either option, development
control officers would have the option to apply one or
both policies in order to achieve strategic priorities set
out for the network as a whole. This includes priorities
defined in order to address current deficiencies in the
network, as well as the aspiration of creating a more
connected and continuous network of greenspace across
the area as a whole. In particular, the findings of this
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achieved. Key areas where this is likely to be
problematic, such as those where contrasting
approaches are advocated by neighbouring waterfront
sub areas, are highlighted in the action areas provided in
Section 3. Further advice on this, that applies the
findings of this study, could usefully be provided by the
Green Network Partnership.

Thematic Objectives
2.15. In response to the issues identified in the baseline and in
order to reflect stakeholder ideas and concerns, the following
thematic objectives have been identified for the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network:

b. Greenspace provision should be reviewed in terms
of phasing of development and built into
masterplanning, so that improvements and new
pr
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overall development process.

a. Standards based approaches to greenspace policy
within Local Plans should be developed further in
order to cover the quality and type of space, as well as
the quantity. This approach to new provision has been
achieved in some major development areas, but is not
yet fully understood or consistently applied. It is crucial
that such planning action is set within the Green Network
framework (as defined spatially for the Clyde Waterfront
as a whole, and more specifically within each of the
action areas). In some areas new provision on
development sites may be appropriate whilst in others off
site enhancement policies could be strengthened, if
current weaknesses in the policy can be addressed, and
improved guidance (such as this report) can be used to
ensure effective implementation.
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c. Clearer guidance on mechanisms for maintenance of
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planning authorities. By establishing a planning
working group, this could be achieved in a focused and
participative way. Lessons learnt from developments to
date could be usefully shared and discussed in order to
help steer future policies and decision making.
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d. Where possible, local authorities should continue to
work with developers to address priorities identified
for each of the action areas defined for the purposes
of this study. This might include provision of new
greenspace, but is likely to also include projects that
seek to improve existing spaces within wider
communities, as discussed under (b) above. All such
actions should seek to contribute to the specific priorities
identified by this study. Tools which can be used to
achieve this include provision of supplementary planning
guidance or design briefs (particularly for larger
redevelopment areas), the use of planning conditions
and Section 75 agreements. Planning authorities should
take a lead in the process of greenspace development
and improvement, helping to improve transparency and
coherence and creating a higher degree of certainty
amongst the development industry. This would also
assist with realising Objective 2 above.

f.

e. The different approaches to greenspace
improvements in different action areas should be
recognised. The action area proposals aim to reflect
the fact that different land values and development
densities will necessitate a varying planning response to
provision of new greenspace in different parts of the
Clyde Waterfront area. New space should be provided in
all new development areas to better meet the needs of
new communities, but the scale and character of these
spaces should be varied in response to the context within
which they are set.

h. Planning authorities should link their work on
greenspace with access planning. The development
of core path networks (as required by the Land Reform
Scotland Act 2003) provides a particular opportunity to
help improve access to the riverside, as well as to better
connect existing greenspace.
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Further awareness raising is required, particularly
amongst development control officers. This could
include providing this study report together with tailored
interpretation that sets out the potential role of planning
and key tools which can be used to fulfil the objectives
identified for the Clyde Waterfront Green Network. The
importance of greenspace in improving overall quality of
life should be emphasised as part of this process, to
ensure it is recognised as more than a recreation or
general amenity resource.

g. Planning authorities should aim to co-ordinate their
work, particularly in areas which extend across
administrative boundaries. Where possible,
greenspace supply and demand should be recognised as
extending across these boundaries, with new provision
and improvements to existing space in one council area
potentially being facilitated by development in another.

i.
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The links between this theme and others for the
Green Network should be recognised in order to
ensure that new provision and improvements help to
deliver multiple benefits from greenspace within the
study area. For example, when considering provision of
new space, scope for delivering health or transport
improvements through the planning process should be
recognised and pursued.

Case study: Greenspace Planning and
Development - the East London Green Grid
Programme
Its objectives are to:

The Thames Gateway stretches for 40 miles along the Thames
Estuary from the London Docklands to Southend in Essex and
Sheerness in Kent. It is a national priority for regeneration and
growth as identified in the Sustainable Communities Plan, launched
by the Deputy Prime Minister in February 2003. By 2016,
Government's targets for the Gateway include creation of 120,000
new homes, 180,000 new jobs, improved education and skills,
better access to health care and major improvement to the image
and environment of the Gateway, including high quality design and
attractive open spaces facilitating access to the river.

x
x
x
x

To date 82% of approved developments have been on
brownfield sites, reflecting a similar regeneration context to
that currently experienced on the Clyde Waterfront.

provide high-quality strategic public areas along the river
tributaries and green areas;
provide a diversity of leisure, recreational uses and landscapes
for people to escape, relax, learn, play and enjoy, and promote
healthy living;
manage water collection, cleansing and flood risk with multifunctional spaces; and
provide beautiful, diverse and managed green infrastructure to
the highest standards for people and wildlife.

The East London Green Grid will be delivered through high quality
bespoke projects and by incorporating green infrastructure and
access rights of way within Strategic Employment Locations,
residential and commercial regeneration. The adoption of Green
Grid visions and principles into Borough planning policy will improve
WKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\¶VTXDOLW\ RIOLIHWKURXJKGLUHFWH[SHQGLWXUHLQ
green space and the improvement in open space quality. This
illustrates the importance of local level adoption of the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network Strategy.

The Thames Gateway Partnership has been co-ordinating the East
London Green Grid Programme which seeks to achieve open space
enhancement as part of social and economic regeneration. The
Vision for the East London Green Grid is µ$OLYLQJQHWZRUNRISDUNV
green spaces, river and other corridors connecting urban areas to
the River 7KDPHVWKHJUHHQEHOWDQGEH\RQG¶

Delivery mechanisms include: establishing key delivery
organisations, integrating the Green Grid into London Borough
Spatial Plans and the London Plan and securing revenue funding to
ensure the continuity of the Grid into the long term.
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2.19. The new communities that are emerging along the waterfront
are also likely to have a vested interest in maintaining the
quality of spaces within their neighbourhood, both in terms of
general involvement and use and financial responsibility, as
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THEME 2: COMMUNITY AND HEALTH
Community, Health and the Clyde Waterfront
Green Network
2.16. The Green Network should seek to provide spaces which
are used and valued by the communities along the
waterfront, as well as resources which improve the wider
image and attraction of the Riverside and City as a whole.
Well planned and designed spaces can be community
assets, whilst those which are less appropriately managed,
located or laid out can be contested spaces which facilitate
problems such as antisocial behaviour, inter community
conflict and crime.

2.20. Greenspace can also provide an important recreation
resource, inspiring people to exercise more and improve
their physical health. Research has shown that exercising in
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example by lowering blood pressure. Throughout Scotland
health walks are being developed which encourage people
to use the outdoors for regular exercise. When used for
general recreation, less formal spaces can provide as great
a contribution to health as more formal sports pitches.

2.17. Many community and health policies and plans seek to
improve quality of life by improving the places where people
live. Recent research on environmental justice has also
shown that there can often be a mismatch between
community needs and local environmental quality, with poor
quality streets and spaces compounding social exclusion
within many communities. Greenspace therefore has a key
role to play in supporting the social inclusion and
environmental justice policy agendas.

2.21. Greenspace can also contribute to individual mental health
by creating better environments for people to live in, and
providing places for people to meet and interact as a
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be built through the process of community led greenspace
initiatives, providing a focus for involvement and creating a
greater sense of collective empowerment.
2.22. Greenspace also has an important role to play in reinforcing
cultural and civic identity, particularly within an area such as
the Clyde Waterfront, where communities traditionally have
strong links with the river. The design of spaces, and the
resources within them, can reflect the past by providing
historic buildings and other features, and can equally
introduce contemporary ideas through art, planting and
lighting. The cultural and heritage theme discussed below is
of direct relevance to community priorities.

2.18. People often work together to take forward improvements to
their local spaces, with greenspace problems and
opportunities often inspiring communities to join forces. The
scale of community involvement in greenspace projects has
varied significantly –local community gardens and pocket
parks through to more formal public parks have formed a
focus for action within different communities.
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Regeneration Outcome Agreement (2005-2008) prioritises
funding spatially, within key areas of current social exclusion.

Key Challenges and Opportunities
Existing Policy Commitments

The Green Network, Community and Health

2.23. Numerous policies exist which aim to promote social
inclusion and improve health. At the national level, this is
expressed in documents such as Better Communities in
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physical activity, which emphasises the importance of
environments in encouraging higher levels of physical
activity.

2.24.

2.27. The baseline study showed that there is considerable
community led activity being undertaken within the study
area. Some of this has been directly linked with greenspace,
whilst other projects have a more indirect, but nevertheless
potentially beneficial link with the Green Network.
2.28. The baseline study also showed that the social
characteristics of the communities within the study area vary
considerably. In some areas, people are much more likely to
suffer from deprivation, with problems including poor health,
low income or unemployment, low car ownership and poor
housing. Within these areas, however, there tends to be a
high level of community involvement, facilitated by bodies
such as the former Govan SIP (now encompassed by the
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Dunbartonshire SIP. Other areas, such as the West End
and Merchant City have equally active communities, possibly
as a result of their relative social advantages and high levels
of awareness of environmental quality and heritage.

At the local level, the Glasgow Community Plan 2005-2010
sets out priority themes for the City, including those relating
to employment, education, vibrancy, health and safety. The
Regeneration Outcome Agreement for Glasgow also aims to
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The City Health Development Plan aims to stimulate more
physical activity and focuses on the way in which poor health
is particularly concentrated within areas of deprivation.

2.25.

2.26.

Similarly, the West Dunbartonshire Regeneration Outcome
Agreement sets out an action plan for change, aiming to
deliver stronger communities, employment improved health
and better educational attainment. It recognises the
importance of regeneration of areas including Clydebank as
part of this.

2.29. However, the baseline analysis also shows that there is a
lack of community activity in some areas, including Renfrew
and Erskine, Tradeston and Old Kilpatrick. This could be
partly a result of the lower levels of concern about social
exclusion in these areas, and the consequent lack of
facilitating bodies working to involve people in environmental
improvements. However, these communities have
potentially an equal interest in the quality of their
environment and so further work to involve them in plans for
the Green Network will be required.

In Renfrewshire, the Communi
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themes also emphasises the importance of education and
employment, health and social care, and quality of housing,
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2.30. As regeneration plans proceed, new communities are being
created along the Clyde Waterfront. It is important that
these are well integrated physically, but that there are also
opportunities for social interaction between them and the
existing communities. By creating new areas for living that
are isolated from their surrounding communities, there is a
risk that new spaces provided for shared use will not realise
their potential, with new residents maintaining them as semiprivate inaccessible areas. This would undermine the
potential that regeneration offers to support overall quality of
life along the waterfront.

2.32. Education is also an important opportunity requiring
development as part of the Green Network strategy.
Involvement of education and training institutions ranges
from their physical presence within the area (such as
Clydebank College), to their wider vested interest as land
managers and users of spaces. The Green Network has the
potential to deliver training and education, making local
environments work for their communities by providing new
opportunities for skills and knowledge development.

2.31. The waterfront area also raises community safety issues,
although these could be significantly improved upon, if
greater use of waterfront spaces was to be achieved. As
much of the riverside has previously been inaccessible,
l
ac
ki
ngar
esi
dentpopul
at
i
onandasens
eof‘
owner
s
hi
p’
,
there has been a history of antisocial behaviour and concern
about personal safety to varying degrees in different parts of
the study area. Strathclyde Police has particular concerns
about safety in the Yoker / Scotstoun / Whiteinch area, and
there are also difficulties in parts of the riverside within the
city centre. This is potentially combined with road safety
issues, particularly where new infrastructure is being
provided on the basis of vehicular (as opposed to
pedestrian) access. These safety issues form a potential
barrier to use of the waterfront Green Network, which needs
to be overcome, including by developing more open spaces
with higher levels of activity. New developments in the area
also have the potential to result in displacement of crime,
ands
ot
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dynamic situation.

2.33. In response to the issues identified in the baseline and in
order to reflect stakeholder ideas and concerns, the following
thematic objectives have been identified for the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network:
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Thematic Objectives

a. Integration between communities will be facilitated
by improved partnership working on social and
health issues. Within local authorities, it is crucial that
officers from different services work together to progress
Green Network plans. This includes liaison between
social care, health, community planning and planning
departments. Other organisations also have a key role
to play, including Communities Scotland, Housing
Associations, NHS Greater Glasgow and Strathclyde
Police. As the issues arising under this theme are often
complex and deep rooted, this aspect of partnership
working will require conscious promotion and active
maintenance.
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b. Personal and road safety measures should be
‘
desi
gnedi
nt
o’new andi
mpr
ovedspaces. Measures
can range from careful siting and management of
vegetation, to lighting and the use of CCTV where there
are particular problems. By creating more natural
surveillance along the waterfront, current concerns about
safety could be reduced. Self policing of Green Network
spaces should evolve as their use continues to grow. It
is important that spaces can be safely accessed from the
road network, for example with road crossings provided
at key points, improvements to underpasses and bridges
and traffic management as required to better connect
new and existing communities to their open spaces.
Secured by Design services provided by policy can help
to address these issues. Strathclyde Police have
appointed a Clyde Waterfront liaison officer to support
the current regeneration process.

d. Following on from this, community networking should
be encouraged, so that active communities share their
experiences and communicate the benefits of their work
to those who are currently less actively involved in
projects. An annual networking event might be sufficient
to establish better relationships between communities
throughout the area, and the use of a virtual newsletter
that focuses on greenspace projects could assist with
exchangeofexper
i
ence.Model
ssuchast
heBTCV’
s
Community Local Action Network (CLAN) provide good
examples of how this can be achieved. E-bulletins and
newsletters (such as those provided regularly by
Greenspace Scotland) could provide a cost effective tool
for improving communication between local communities.
e. Targeted initiatives should seek to connect new and
existing communities in order to ensure new open
spacesar
enot‘
cont
est
edpl
aces’
. As many new
residents are paying additional fees to cover the
maintenance of their new spaces, they may be reluctant
to share their use with the wider community. In addition,
it appears that the design of many new spaces in the
area does not clearly define whether spaces are public,
private, or semi-private resources (with some notable
exceptions including River View Park in Renfrew). As a
result, creating a sense of shared responsibility of new
and existing spaces will be important. This could be
achieved by ensuring new residents are aware of
existing spaces, as much as promoting the use of new
spaces amongst existing residents. A combination of
projects that improve physical links (routes, crossings or
signage) and perceptions of ownership (events,
information, involvement in planting or art) would help to

c. A realistic view of varying community interest and
capacity needs to be taken. Although several
communities are already actively involved in greenspace
projects, in others the levels of awareness and
motivation are significantly lower. This may be due to a
lack of understanding of the potential of greenspace, in
which case support and active development of
community projects could generate the momentum
required to achieve involvement and its associated
benefits. In other cases, communities may be
progressing other priorities, and so a realistic approach
will be required which sets Green Network priorities
within this wider context. The area action plans provide
an indication of the existing and potential levels of
interest in projects on the part of the local communities.
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ensure that a more cohesive Green Network emerges
from the waterfront regeneration process.
f.

h. Health walks and other projects that aim to stimulate
physical activity in the area should be progressed so
that the Green Network delivers further benefits for
local people. There are some positive examples of
health walks and other health improvement projects that
make use of the waterfront Green Network. However,
there is potential to take this further, particularly within
communities where social exclusion and poor health is
currently high. The area action plans have provided
ideas on specific areas where this could be prioritised.

Employment, training and education initiatives
should be prioritised, so that the Green Network can
del
i
ver‘
r
eal
’benef
i
t
sf
orcommuni
t
i
es. In many
communities there may be a perception that greenspace
is a low priority, particularly where lack of jobs or poor
health are issues. In these areas, where the most
excluded communities are concentrated, initiatives which
aim to deliver training, education and even employment
should be progressed. There have been good examples
of how this can be achieved –e.g. the Employability
Scheme participation in Beardmore Park (in the east end
of Glasgow). The GalGael project also emphasises the
role of the Clyde in community development, reinforcing
the interface between community development, cultural
identity and provision of an open and accessible
waterfront area.

g. There is also scope for projects to benefit from volunteer
schemes such as Project Scotland, which provides
support to young people to encourage them to do
voluntary work over the course of a year. By
emphasising training and personal development
aspirations within projects, added benefits could emerge
from a range of Green Network projects.
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people and emphasises its role in terms of tourism
devel
opment
.I
tr
ecogni
sest
her
ol
eoft
heci
t
y
’
spar
k
swi
t
hi
n
t
hi
spr
oces
s
.WestDunbar
t
onshi
r
e’
sCul
t
ur
al
St
r
at
egyal
so
emphasises the importance of public involvement in projects,
and notes the role of regeneration projects in its delivery.

THEME 3: ARTS, CULTURE AND HERITAGE
Arts, Culture and Heritage and the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network
2.34. Greenspace can be a cultural resource in its own right.
Within the study area, access to the waterfront via
greenspace has a particularly important role to play in
reconnecting communities with the Clyde and reinforcing
their cultural heritage and identity.

2.37. National and local level historic environment policies are also
important in relation to this theme. These emphasise the
importance of safeguarding key resources, and ensuring that
heritage assets are respected as part of regeneration
processes.

2.35. Many greenspace projects have stimulated cultural activity
and provided a focus for a range of performing and visual
arts projects. These types of project provide benefits for the
spaces themselves, making them more interesting and
useable. In turn, many spaces can add to the enjoyment
and appreciation of culture and arts –as a unique setting for
performances, or as an interesting setting for sculpture or
painting.

2.38. The area also benefits from several public art policies,
i
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2004-20104 which was formulated as part of the Clydebank
Rebuilt Clydebank Plan to ensure innovative regeneration of
the public realm. The Renfrewshire Local Plan (2006)
includes Policy ENV22: Per Cent for Art, which states that
developers of large scale development schemes must set
aside at least 1% of the budget of a proposed development
to provide for works of art or craft. The Glasgow City Plan
also promotes this approach.

Key Challenges and Opportunities
Existing Policy Commitments
2.36. Several statutory and non statutory documents contribute to
this theme. For example, the Clyde Rebuilt Report (2002)3
states the importance of arts and heritage within waterfront
redevelopment, and notes that ‘
Cr
anes,dockbasi
nsand
warehouses are important and enduring symbols of the
working port and provide opportunities for imaginative new
uses
’
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deliver cultural projects that provide added value in terms of
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Strategy encourages participation in cultural life by local

The Green Network and Arts, Culture and Heritage
2.39. Use of the Green Network for arts projects to date has
ranged from major cultural events (such as the River
Festival, or Shakespeare in the Park at the Botanics)
through to local scale history projects, including work in
Clydebank and at Govan that has interpreted land use
change from the perspective of local residents. Whilst these
projects have not set out to contribute directly to the Green
4

3

Clydebank Rebuilt (2004) Consultative Draft Strategy for Art in
Cl
ydebank’
sPubl
i
cSpaces2004-2010.

http://www.clydeforum.org/pdf%20files/clyderebuilt.pdf
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Network, they have provided benefits by creating a stronger
sense of public ownership and awareness of the public
realm and its historic evolution. The Green Network has
also contributed to the function and appreciation of arts and
events, by providing space for people to congregate,
retaining arts activity at a local level. Throughout the study
area, the waterfront location of the Green Network provides
an ideal opportunity to re-establish cultural and heritage links
with the Clyde through further projects and initiatives.

2.42. Whilst greenspace should benefit and contribute to the
ongoing arts and cultural agenda, this is potentially a two
way process as there would be benefit for the spaces
themselves if further projects were developed within them.
Manyoft
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low levels of use. Arts, culture and heritage events,
interpretation and installations can make many of the areas
spaces more usable and will help to provide a more coherent
network of spaces that is closely connected with the Clyde.
Higher levels of use will improve the amenity and safety of
t
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and enjoyment grow and stimulate further use and
involvement.

2.40. The river itself is an open space shared by communities
throughout the area, and its identity as a cultural resource
should be recognised. Ongoing work such as lighting of the
bridges in the city centre can be progressed further, and
extended westwards to tie in with regeneration areas.
Installations such as the Son et Lumière display on the
Granary prior to its demolition demonstrate the way in which
arts projects and other events can reinforce connections
between the community and the river, as well as potentially
appealing to visitors from further afield. This could be
complemented by the improved public transport links
planned for the new riverside regeneration areas, particularly
if they were more actively promoted in the way that the
festival of light in the city centre has been.

2.43. Manyoft
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ea’
sspac
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deani
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for listed buildings and heritage resources along the
waterfront. This includes high profile resources, like the
open areas around the Stobcross Crane and the north and
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and other monuments on Glasgow Green, to more locally
significant buildings including churches, and small scale
features of interest within parks (e.g. listed gates and piers,
pavilions etc.) Where land use is changing, provision of new
space should continue to contribute to the amenity and
appr
eci
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onofkeyas
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past, such as cranes, bridges and docks.

2.41. The Clyde Waterfront Green Network is a key cultural and
heritage resource which could be developed further. The
baseline study showed that, although considerable work
under this theme has already been progressed, it has tended
to concentrate within specific localities and has not
cons
c
i
ous
l
yusedt
hest
udyar
ea’
sopen spaces as a key
resource for delivering creativity or heritage awareness.
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2.44. There is also scope to encourage waterfront space users to
explore arts and heritage resources in the surrounding
communities, by highlighting links with wider heritage and
cultural trails, buildings and spaces via the Green Network
(e.g. Merchant City Arts Project, West End Conservation).
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2.45. The regeneration of the waterfront includes development of
new and improved cultural resources, including the Riverside
Museum being built at the confluence of the Kelvin and the
Clyde. These resources will help to draw visitors to the area,
and provide a potential focal point for visitor interpretation
and orientation within the Green Network. This could be
facilitated by providing information about the Green Network,
complemented by water transport links, so that visitors are
drawn further afield and encouraged to explore other areas
of interest. The planned civic space around the museum
itself should also be recognised as part of the Green
Network, and linked to the riverside walkway and associated
waterfront spaces.

b. Communities should be helped to participate in arts
and heritage projects throughout the Green Network.
Early in the process this should include working with
established community arts projects to progress the aims
set out here (e.g. Roots in the Community, Linthouse
Urban Village). This could extend to also involve people
who are not currently active in this field, but who could
benefit from participation. Communities could be asked
to identify themes and ideas to take forward into arts
projects. Family and personal histories and reflections
on heritage and changing land use in the area could also
cont
r
i
but
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heritage identity.
c. Further local level heritage and arts projects using
small greenspaces close to where people live should
also be stimulated. These could follow examples such
as the Millennium pocket parks that were developed
across Glasgow a few years ago, learning from both their
successes and failures.

Thematic Objectives
2.46. In response to the issues identified in the baseline and in
order to reflect stakeholder ideas and concerns, the following
thematic objectives have been identified for the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network:
a. The potentialt
opr
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s
maritime and industrial heritage should be
developed through the Green Network. This could
include on site interpretation, arts installations, sculpture,
off site arts projects and events. Groups with a key
interest in such projects include the Clyde Forum and
Maritime Museum. Current land use change could also
be interpreted within its heritage setting to provide a
further perspective on the dynamics of the Green
Network over time and increase awareness of the
process of reconnecting the river with its surrounding
communities.
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d. The River Festival should continue to be supported
asakeyeventi
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,and
scope for further arts and cultural events using the
Green Network should be explored further. This
could range from neighbourhood specific activities to
collective projects that bring together the spaces in the
Green Network to deliver arts projects. There is a need
to potentially redesign some key spaces within the
network to allow them to support events of varying sizes
and formats. Such events provide specific benefits by
stimulating interest and involvement in culture, heritage
and the arts with specific reference to the riverside
location of the Green Network. In addition, wider
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benefits including community capacity and shared
ownership (as discussed under the previous theme)
would also be stimulated and used to improve the overall
function and aesthetics of the Clyde Waterfront Green
Network.

g. There is a need to build physical connections and
provide signage to ensure that the Green Network
connects with and complements wider community
arts and heritage resources. Key nodes which could
be better joined up via green links and orientation within
the Green Network have been identified within each of
the Action Areas. Particular opportunities include the
Riverside Museum at Glasgow Harbour and its
connection to Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum and
other west end resources, and linking the waterfront
spaces with city centre resources such as the Gallery of
Modern Art and Scotland Street School.

e. There should continue to be an emphasis on lighting
project focusing on the river, broadening its range to
highlight key spaces of interest within the network.
This type of project can have an impact at a relatively
large scale, and could therefore be invaluable in helping
to create a greater sense of continuity and cohesion for
the waterfront Green Network as a whole. Security
benefits and civic pride can be stimulated by this type of
work.
f.

h. The heritage value of key artefacts and structures
along the waterfront requires to be recognised and
protected, so that they continue to contribute to the
identity and value of the Green Network. Specifically, the
case for list
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ngt
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considered further. In some places, small scale features
such as slipways, railings, chains and rope rings are
possibly undervalued parts of the heritage of the river
and its Green Network, which may not merit listing, but
should be collectively protected.

Arts, culture and heritage projects should be
supported by a range of measures, including business
spons
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pofs
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mechanism as part of new developments and planning
agreements. The potential projects identified for each
action area should be prioritised and promoted by
planning authorities as an integral part of the planning
process. Further advice will be required to help
development control officers to achieve this –perhaps by
simply contacting case officers and discussing key
opportunities within their designated areas, or by
producing a summary list of possible projects and
distributing it alongside wider information and guidance
pertaining to the Green Network.
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Case Study: Green networks and
sustainable, healthy communities ± The
Stockholm Blue Green Network
6WRFNKROP¶VµEOXH-JUHHQLQIUDVWUXFWXUH¶KDVHYROYHGDVWKHFLW\KDV
grown, to provide wedges of natural space that run alongside transport
corridors, sustaining a range of functions from recreation and general
amenity, to supporting flood management, promoting sustainable
energy initiatives, and sustaining urban biodiversity.
The network has grown outwards from the city centre. In a city where
water is a dominant feature, the green network makes use of
opportunities to link homes with waterways. Major air quality benefits
KDYHEHHQHQMR\HGDVDUHVXOWRIWKHFLW\¶VJUHHQZHGJHV7KHFity is
currently investigating the ways in which the network could stimulate
more sustainable waste management for example with private
composting initiatives. These innovative uses demonstrate the
wider potential that the Clyde Waterfront Green Network has to
deliver much broader policy benefits than recreation alone.
7KHFLW\¶VJUHHQZHGJHVFRQWLQXHWRFRPHXQGHUSUHVVXUHDVDUHVXOW
of proposals for development, including major road plans. However,
the city intends to maintain the network as far as possible, with the
benefits experienced to date helping to justify protective decision
making.
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2.50. Scottish Natural Heritage also provides guidance on
environmental links, including through its Natural Heritage
Futures documents, which provide a long term view of
envi
r
onment
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ces.SNH’
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also provides more specific objectives, including landscape
and wildlife enhancement, through the use and improvement
of open spaces in and around towns and cities. It explores
the benefits of reusing vacant and derelict land as part of this
process, and proposes development of urban greenspace
networks, creation of Community Woodlands, encouraging
community involvement, and stimulating physical activity.

THEME 4: ENVIRONMENTAL LINKS
Environmental Links and the Clyde Waterfront
Green Network
2.47. The Green Network has a clear role to play in delivering
environmental links. Green links can make important
connections between urban and rural areas, forming a chain
of sites which bring nature into the built environment. They
can also create beneficial links between important natural
heritage sites. Although an entirely continuous network is
not necessary to aid the movement and health of
biodiversity, by looking at how spaces relate to one another
it is possible to build a stronger framework within which
plants, birds and animals can thrive.

2.51. With regard to Glasgow, the City Plan supports the Green
Network (as described in Theme 1 above) and the City
LBAP identifies key biodiversity assets requiring protection
and enhancement where possible. This includes recognition
of the value of open water within key public parks, and the
importance of rivers and streams, including the Clyde and its
tributaries.

2.48. Environmental links can also be established for the water
environment as part of an overall habitat network. It is
important that these water connections are also recognised
for their potential environmental benefits.

2.52. Similar protection is provided by the Renfrewshire,
Inverclyde and East Renfrewshire Biodiversity Action Plan,
which includes priority habitats of rivers and streams
(including the Clyde and Carts) and urban greenspaces. In
West Dunbartonshire the Local Plan provides the main
policy relating to biodiversity.

Key Challenges and Opportunities
Existing Policy Commitments
2.49. Policy commitments for the environment extend from the
national to local level. At the national level,Scot
l
and’
s
Sustainable Development Strategy (2005) aims to protect
natural resources and to improve the quality of the
environment. The national Biodiversity Action Plan explores
the role of biodiversity projects in supporting learning and
healthy living. It recognises the importance of urban
environmental assets as part of this.
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2.53. At a strategic level, the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Forestry
and Woodland Framework (2005) also seeks to help achieve
the aspirations of the Green Network, planting of large areas
of woodland and smaller pockets of trees along streets,
transport corridors and new developments. The Clyde
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areas of vacant and derelict land and for urban areas are
defined in the Framework.

41

2.54. Internationally, the EU Water Framework Directive sets out
new legal requirements for the protection and improvement
ofwat
erbodi
es.TheCi
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2005)
sets out high level objectives for the water environment in
the city and a River Clyde Flood Management Strategy has
recently been drafted and consulted upon.

2.58. The Clyde and its surrounding parks and greenspaces are
already of value to local communities and environmental
groups due to both their amenity and biodiversity qualities.
There is the opportunity to harness this local support in
enhancing green corridor links through habitat improvement
and creation. There is also the potential to draw down
funding for new projects through working in partnership with
community groups.

The Green Network and Environmental Links
2.55. The Green Network dataset shows the distribution of natural
and semi natural greenspace is uneven across the study
area. There are also incomplete networks of spaces which
could be better connected through targeted action and this is
both a key challenge and an opportunity. In addition, many
of the LBAP species of each of the local authorities are
found within the area, making it important to ensure that
these sites and areas are both protected and enhanced.

Thematic Objectives
2.59. In response to the issues identified in the baseline and in
order to reflect stakeholder ideas and concerns, the following
thematic objectives have been identified for the Clyde
Waterfront Green Network:
a. Promote further environmental linkages within the
network. This includes consolidation and extension of
habitat networks comprising green corridors (existing
roadsides with planting, waterways etc) and woodlands.
It will be important to ensure that the opportunities for
habitat networks are maximised through the linking of
new and existing greenspace where possible.

2.56. The new development along the Green Network comprising
housing, commercial, retail and leisure facilities, all have the
potential to include areas of greenspace as links within the
current green corridor. However, there is no coherent
framework for this, particularly in terms of cross river and
cross boundary links. It is important that the opportunities
for habitat linkages are taken into account at an early stage
in the development process.

b. Encourage further discussion with environmental
stakeholders with a view to establishing cross
network priorities and joint action. It is vital that all
environmental stakeholders work together to maximise
biodiversity benefits by assessing where common action
can be taken. This could involve participation at the local
l
evel
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oups,aswel
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as the Green Network Partnership and national
organisations such as BTCV.
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beyond through Renfrewshire and West Dunbartonshire.
Tributaries to the Clyde also form important north-south
links, including the Carts, the Kelvin, and the Duntocher
Bur
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c. Network wide interpretation of natural heritage and
environmental processes would be beneficial. The
river and its network of greenspace is a key
environmental asset for the conurbation and surrounding
areas, but is often overlooked as it is perceived as being
developed and lacking in natural features due to its
industrial part. Education and interpretation will help to
give a coherent structure to the network and help to raise
awareness of the value and continuity of nature in the
city. This could be complemented by work with schools
or local communities, such as local level gardens,
sponsorship schemes, or learning visits (e.g. boat trips).
d. Opportunities to involve developers and encourage
biodiversity in new build developments should be
explored further. Whilst new developments have helped
to provide a number of new formal spaces, additional
space provision could usefully extend to planting of
native plant species in landscaping schemes and linking
of landscaped areas with existing surrounding
greenspaces.
e. Devel
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Green Network priorities into account. In order to
help fulfil the above objective, this could include
consideration of surrounding greenspace and the
potential for linkages when considering applications and
masterplans. Further advice from environmental
organisations and those responsible for taking forward
environmental policy or LBAPs in each area would be
beneficial.
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2.63. Transport links and nodes can also be used to promote the
use of open space, particularly by providing signage, maps
and other information to orientate people and highlight key
spaces that can be accessed by public transport.

THEME 5: TRANSPORT AND ACCESS
Transport and Access and the Clyde Waterfront
Green Network
2.60. The Green Network has a potential role to play in
contributing to a sustainable access network. Routes
t
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as well as enjoyable walking and cycling experiences in their
own right. It is also important that access to and between
spaces is well planned and promoted, to ensure that people
of all ages and abilities are able to experience the Green
Network in a safe way. Linear green spaces, such as canal
towpaths, riverside walks and disused railways have a
particularly important role to play in ensuring the Green
Network is accessible.

Key Challenges and Opportunities
Existing Policy Commitments

2.61. In turn, the transport network, within which the Green
Network sits, is important. Existing roads and railways act
as barriers to greenspace, cutting communities off from
opportunities for outdoor recreation. This is particularly
significant in the case of the Clyde Waterfront area, where
routes tend to run from east to west and communities are
largely located north or south of the river.
2.62. These barriers can be overcome by well planned crossing
points and better orientation of users. However, at the same
time new developments can reinforce and extend barriers.
Improvements to road and rail networks, such as the
proposed Clyde Fastlink dedicated route, have the potential
to result in direct loss of greenspace, as well as increasing
the level of fragmentation within a network of spaces.

Part 2: Action Themes

2.64.
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(2004) emphasises the need to promote economic
development, social inclusion, health and environmental
protection. It also emphasises the importance of sustainable
transport, to be achieved through improved infrastructure
that particularly benefits socially excluded communities.

2.65.

In Glasgow, consultation on a new Local Transport Strategy
–‘
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hascommenced and a
Consultative Draft is due in June 2006. The current Strategy
includes the aim of ‘
enhanci
ngt
heeconomi
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and social success of the city to give people a choice of
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.Similarly, the Renfrewshire Local Transport
Strategy (2000) is currently under review, but it emphasises
the importance of achieving a shift to more sustainable
transport modes, and to consider transport as an integral
part of land use planning. The Joint Transport Strategy for
the West of Scotland to 2025 (Consultative Draft 2004)
set
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including ensuring regeneration areas are made more
accessible to stimulate further growth.

2.66. Transport policy has also benefited from growing attention to
the access agenda in recent years, as a result of the Land
Reform (Scotland) Act (2003) which came into force in
February 2005. At a strategic level, the Westrans Cycling
and Walking Strategy 2005-2010 outlines proposals for
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encouraging walking and cycling in the west of Scotland.
Each of the three local authorities has also prepared an
access strategy, which aim to promote walking, cycling and
horse riding through strategic and local level action.

2.69. Transport routes such as railway lines can act as wildlife
corridors, although roads can form barriers to pedestrian and
cycle access. The role of the Green Network in providing a
continuous, attractive access network, should be supported
by the development of core path plans within the local
authority areas.

Transport, Access and the Green Network
2.67. TheGr
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transport and access network, linking destinations (including
other open spaces) by providing accessible green routes, as
well as providing wider benefits, such as continuous wildlife
corridors. In the Clyde Waterfront area the rivers and canals
are important for recreation, access and wildlife. There is a
need to stimulate higher levels of cycling and walking within
the city, to help reduce congestion and achieve wider
benefits including improved health. A recent STAG report
prepared for the North Clydeside Development Route
showed that in the Yoker and Scotstoun area, walking and
cycling has a modal share of only 14% (compared to the
national average of 34%), despite the high proportion of very
short journeys undertaken by local people (90% being less
than 2km).

2.70. The Forth and Clyde Canal towpath, the Clyde Walkway and
the Kelvin Walkway are all examples of access routes which
form an important part of the Green Network, as well as
contributing to the overall accessibility of the river and the
wider neighbourhoods around it. There are a number of
sizeable parks within the study area which contain a network
of paths and are also used as access routes between
different parts of the city. Many other greenspaces will act
as access routes either formally or informally. A key aim of
this theme is to provide guidance on how to develop the role
of access routes as part of the Green Network.
2.71. The baseline study identified a number of transport
proposals including passenger ferry provision along the
Clyde, some of which is already in place, and a new light rail
transit system.

2.68. A number of transport improvements are proposed in the
study area to improve the accessibility of the new waterfront
developments and to increase the sustainable transport
options available to users. These include use of the river as
a transport corridor and the new light rail transit system. The
integration of new developments with the wider access
network is an important planning consideration and the
layout and design of landscaping and greenspace around
new developments is important to form links out to the wider
greenspace network.
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2.72. Re-establishing interactions between the Clyde Waterfront
area and its surrounding communities is important, given
that this relationship has been eroded over time as
communities decreasingly work on the riverside and access
to it has become fragmented. The stakeholder consultation
identified the importance of extending the riverside links
which currently run east - west into the communities to the
north and south. This should include walking and cycling
routes, but could also be delivered by improving conceptual
links through signage, and facilitating safer movement
between areas by providing crossings at key points in the
road and access network.
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2.73. The new transport development proposals could result in
loss of parts of the existing Green Network –directly through
development of greenspaces, and indirectly as a result of
increased severance caused by new linear routes. The
consultation emphasised that partnership working would be
key to ensuring successful development of the transport and
Green Networks in such a way that fragmentation does not
occur.

Thematic Objectives
2.76. In response to the issues raised in the baseline and
stakeholder consultation the following objectives have been
identified to support the integration of transport and access
with the Clyde Waterfront Green Network.
a. Promoting links between access and the Green
Network to encourage modal shift and support an
integrated transport system. The integration of the
Green Network as part of the wider access network
throughout the area is an important role which should be
further developed. In order to achieve this it is important
to develop a consistent approach to access planning and
development across the three council areas, providing a
much better integrated access network throughout the
waterfront area. This objective has important links to
improving accessibility and health and initiatives such as
health walks (as discussed in previously under
Theme 3).

2.74. The transport network can also play a key role in the
development of circular routes for experiencing the river and
its Green Network. This includes potential linkage of the
Renfrew –Yoker ferry to Braehead, as this currently acts as
the only crossing point of the Clyde between the Clyde
Tunnel and Erskine Bridge. It is critical that land based
routes and greenspaces connect with these crossing points
so that the river can be experienced more fully. This should
help to ensure that the Clyde is no longer perceived as a
physical barrier, as it becomes a vibrant transport route in its
own right.

b. Linking the Green Network to the development of the
Core Path Network. The development of a Core Path
Network in each of the local authority areas presents an
important opportunity to link the different elements of the
Green Network. It is proposed that the role of any given
route in relation to the waterfront Green Network is taken
into account when reviewing its merits as part of the
ar
ea’
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hnet
work.

2.75. The consultation also identified the need to increase use of
walking and cycling routes through, between and within
greenspaces around the Clyde in order to improve perceived
and actual safety. It is anticipated that promotion of the
Green Network will increase use of these routes and spaces,
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of natural surveillance of routes and spaces will also
increase as previously derelict or industrial areas come into
residential use. Where new commercial use is provided, and
the area becomes quiet out of working hours, there will be a
need for alternative approaches to stimulate higher levels of
use of spaces, in order to ensure reduced natural
surveillance does not lead to increased safety concerns.
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c. As a key part of the access network in the area the
Green Network itself has the potential to provide
functional links between communities. This is also
relevant to the theme of community and health as
improved access routes can stimulate higher levels of
walking and cycling, thereby helping to improve
community health and wellbeing. Reducing barriers to
pedestrian and cycle access, including those formed by
road and rail routes is an important part of this. It is
important that communities have equitable and
affordable access to the different components of the
Green Network for access and recreational opportunities.
Opportunities to achieve this have been identified at the
local level for each of the action areas, ranging from
physical routes to improved signage and promotion.

e. Ensuring a safe and user friendly transport network
is important to maintain the vibrancy and vitality of
the riverside Green Network. This can be achieved
through creating a high quality safe environment through
landscaping, lighting and design and the promotion of the
network to ensure sufficient levels of use. It is also
important that spaces are accessible by public transport
as far as possible.
f.

d. Integration of sustainable transport options into new
development to ensure access by public transport,
on foot and by bicycle can also make important links
to the Green Network. In addition, where new transport
options are proposed but not yet constructed, new
developments should include temporary measures to
facilitate sustainable access. Furthermore, both public
and private sectors developers can build sustainable
transport options into their plans, for example by
providing secure cycle parking in new or redeveloped
housing and business units as standard practice.
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The role of the Clyde Waterfront Green Network as a
tourism resource should be partly facilitated by
making it accessible. This should include provision of
high quality transport facilities, interchanges and nodes
and signage and mapping of user friendly access routes
linking from these nodes to key spaces, identifying points
of interest, visitor attractions within the spaces and
landmarks.

g. Signage and information will be instrumental in
improving the accessibility of the Green Network.
Throughout the Clyde Waterfront area this could be
achieved through the use of a consistent style of
signage, particularly at links between transport nodes
and foot and cycle routes, reflecting the area wide brand
recommended in Part 1 of this report. In addition,
practicalities of signage are important –making it easy
for users arriving at stations throughout the area to find
their way to the Green Network. Other types of
information that could help to achieve this include user
friendly maps, illustrated brochures, and web based
information sources. It is important to ensure that people
are inspired to use the network by providing information
off site, and are able to use it to its full potential when in
the area by ensuring onsite information is of a similar
standard.
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Case study: The National Forest - Interconnected forest creation
The National Forest has been established since the late 1980s. It covers 200 square miles of the Midlands and includes parts of
Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Staffordshire. )URPRQH RIWKHFRXQWU\¶VOHDVWZRRGHGUHJLRQVWKHDPELWLRXVJRDOIRU7KH1DWLRQDO)RUHVW
is to increase woodland cover to about a third of all the land within its boundary. This is now well under way with woodland cover having
increased from around 6 % in 1991 to more than 16% in 2005. More than 6 million trees have already been planted, making green over
5,000 hectares (12,400 acres) of derelict coalfield land and mineral workings and through converting farmland to woods. Other wildlife
habitats are also being created or brought back into proper management. The initiative is led by the National Forest Company which is
sponsored by DEFRA. The aims of the National Forest are as follows:
x
x
x

Transform the landscape to create a mosaic of land uses and enhance biodiversity;
Create a major resource for tourism, recreation and education;
Transform the landscape with the aim of linking the two ancient Forests of Charnwood on its Eastern fringe with Needwood Forest to
its West.

This is an ambitious and a relatively well established project, which has produced integrated results across a broad
regeneration area. The project illustrates the potential of biodiversity driven projects that seek to achieve added value by
providing a network of habitats and environmental resources across numerous local authority areas.
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sustainable growth of the Scottish economy, and
emphasises the role of quality of life and place making within
this.

THEME 6: ECONOMIC REGENERATION
AND TOURISM
Economic Regeneration and the Clyde Waterfront
Green Network

2.80. Gl
asgow’
sJ
oi
ntEconomi
cSt
r
at
egyf
orGl
asgow(
20032005) identified the River Clyde as a key opportunity and
aimed to ensure its redevelopment would provide wider
social and economic benefits. The revised priorities and
actions include the development of the Merchant City and
the River Clyde as new visitor destinations (see Tourism
Act
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ow)
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an(
20022007) also recognises the role of the river in encouraging
visits to the city, emphasising the importance of its heritage
and its open spaces.

2.77. Research5 has shown that greenspace can play an important
role in stimulating economic regeneration. By developing a
high quality network of spaces, place promotion can be
assisted. Investors are likely to be drawn to areas which can
offer quality of life, and an attractive environment can play an
important role within this. Often property prices are
positively influenced by the quality and proximity of good
quality open space.

2.81. The Dunbartonshire Economic Development Strategy (20032008) recognises the Clyde Riverside as a challenging area,
but also as an internationally recognisable brand name. In
Renfrewshire, the Economic Development Strategy aims to
realise the vision of a dynamic river, with extensive
regeneration leading to improved perceptions of
environmental quality for the area as a whole.

2.78. A well co-ordinated and promoted network of greenspace
can also provide a visitor attraction in its own right. This can
produce direct benefits, including visitor expenditure within
and close to spaces, as well as supporting wider income
and employment for an area as part of the overall visitor
‘
of
f
er
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ofanar
ea.

Key Challenges and Opportunities

Economic Development and Tourism, and the
Green Network

Existing Policy Commitments

2.82. The rationale for the Green Network has been closely
associated with the economic regeneration projects that are
both planned and under construction along the Clyde
Waterfront. This regeneration has comprised the demolition
of disused buildings, the construction of new residential,
commercial and leisure developments and the remediation
of contaminated land. Many of these projects have provided
opportunities for greenspace creation and enhancement,

2.79. Scottish Enterprise, and its constituent local enterprise
companies lead economic development within Scotland. Its
strategy, a Smart Successful Scotland: Ambitions for the
Enterprise Networks (2001) sets out a framework for the
5

Land Use Consultants, 2004 Making the links: greenspace and quality of
life. Scottish Natural Heritage. Commissioned Report No. 060 (ROAME
No. F03AB01).
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which have been taken up in some instances and
overlooked in others. Those developments that have still to
be planned and developed should form a focus for future
action.

2.86. A key challenge is both the scale of the economic
regeneration that is taking place and also the staggered
nature of the development process with projects at varying
stages from pre-planning to construction. It will be important
to ensure that Green Network considerations are integrated
as far as possible into the masterplan stage of new
developments with any linkages to constructed sites being
taken into consideration.

2.83. The objective of the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Structure
Plan to link the Green Network through the Clyde Waterfront
Metropolitan Flagship area seeks to reinforce and formalise
the relationship between investment and greenspace. This
is through both new development programmes such as
urban renewal, community growth areas and flagship
priorities, along with opportunities provided by the existing
access network and riparian routes such as the Clyde
tributaries.

2.87. There are numerous players involved in the regeneration
process including housing developers, multi-nationals, local
authorities and enterprise companies. Many of these
potential partners will be aware oft
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Green Network within this is recognised and understood. It
is also important to recognise the varying timescale to which
different partners are working –with the public sector
maintaining a long term commitment, as compared to the
more immediate, short term focus of private sector
developers.

2.84. However, it is important that the policy link between the
development of the waterfront and the Green Network is
translated into practice. This should include not only the
minimal consideration of greenspace in order to meet open
space requirements, but also the consideration of the
network as a whole within masterplans and planning
applications. The central aim of this theme therefore is to
highlight the key players and the role that they can play in
ensuring that economic regeneration can provide maximum
benefits for the Green Network.

2.88. The paths and walkways that could be created to link local
communities with the waterfront for both leisure and work
provide a key opportunity for the Green Network. Such links
are also potentially of tourist value especially where there is
the opportunity to link to rural areas and existing walkways
and routes. The Green Network provides the opportunity to
connect into areas of tourism significance such as Loch
Lomond and the Firth of Clyde, although this requires
improvements to the current infrastructure in order to
increase the legibility of routes and achieve consistent
quality and safety standards.

2.85. The relationship between environmental enhancement and
economic attractiveness is a key opportunity for the Clyde
waterfront area. The development of the Green Network as
a high quality, well planned linear link along the waterfront is
a sure asset in attracting and sustaining economic
investment. It will provide a potential leading edge in terms
of attracting both employers and employees from other
areas of the UK.
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2.89. However, despite the potential for tourism it is also important
to consider the needs of local communities when formulating
greenspace and open space development proposals. In
addition the overall management of the greenspace resource
could provide new training and employment opportunities
helping to aid local level economic regeneration.

b. Clearer guidance should be given from planning
authorities to support the business community in
relation to greenspace creation and design. The first
theme has already discussed the need for planning
authorities to work with developers to secure new and
improved greenspace within the Green Network. It is
important that, as part of this process, greater
transparency is achieved so that business and
development interests recognise their role in contributing
to the network as a whole.

Thematic Objectives
2.90. In response to the issues raised in the baseline and
stakeholder consultation the following objectives have been
identified to support the economic development and tourism
with the Clyde Waterfront Green Network.

c. By linking new waterfront areas with existing routes
into rural areas, the tourism appeal of the Green
Network will be supported. The Green Network should
provide a series of spaces which can be enjoyed for an
hour or two, as well as a more strategic level resource
that can attract visitors and provide experiences that can
be enjoyed over the course of a longer visit. The overall
strategic aim of providing a network that is essentially a
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that the Green Network is recognised as such a
resource. By linking spaces along the waterfront, visitors
will be able to use the Green Network as part of a short
break city visit, and by connecting these spaces into the
surrounding rural areas they could also be encouraged to
stay longer and explore further afield.

a. There is a continuing need to raise awareness of the
importance of the Green Network amongst
developers and the business community. The idea of
a Green Network, and in particular improved access to
the riverside, has already inspired some developers and
investors, and resulted in new spaces being provided as
part of new developments. The Green Network could be
an invaluable tool for marketing the Clyde Waterfront
area, improving property prices and ensuring that
regenerated areas are popular and fully occupied. There
is a need to continue to ensure that the overall aims of
the network are recognised, so that the private sector
continues to support the aims of the Green Network.
The branding and promotion of the concept as a whole
will help to achieve this, by changing the image of the
Clyde from an industrial area to a greener, more
attractive environment.
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d. Design guidance should be developed to achieve
continuity in greenspace design throughout the
Clyde Waterfront area. If the overall vision of a high
quality, coherent Green Network is to be achieved, it is
important that new greenspace, and improvements to
existing spaces, incorporate a strong, positive design
concept. This could be linked with built developments,
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so that the network ultimately contributes to the
Waterfront area having a stronger sense of place and
identity, thereby assisting with place marketing. This is
also linked to the first theme.

f.

e. The use of temporary vacant land should be
explored, in order to improve the visual landscape of
the Green Network. Investors are already being drawn
to the area as a result of improvements to the overall
amenity of the Waterfront area. However, the
regeneration process will continue for some years, and in
the meantime quite large areas of land will continue to lie
derelict, particularly within areas in the Govan Action
Area. This could potentially detract from the quality of
life in the area, and could undermine confidence on the
part of investors and property purchasers. As a result,
use of spaces on a temporary basis, whilst they await
development, should be considered on a case by case
basis. Where these spaces could contribute to the
continuity and diversity of the Green Network, they
should be targeted for action. Temporary spaces could
be improved through low cost solutions such as planting,
use for arts or cultural projects or temporary installations,
or by simply allowing temporary access to the public.
Improvement of these spaces will help with marketing the
new development areas that overlook them, as well as
providing benefits for the wider community and
supporting the overall concept of a continuous Green
Network, albeit on a short term basis.
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There is a need to consider new training and
employment opportunities associated with the
creation and management of new greenspace. By
providing training and employment, tangible benefits can
be derived from the Green Network. Whilst greenspace
can contribute to quality of life in many different ways,
employment generation is perhaps the most effective
way of ensuring that individuals appreciate the role of the
Green Network and support its aims.
There are numerous ways in which training and
employment can be delivered through greenspace
projects, including liaison with training providers, training
through voluntary work, and more formal employment
schemesr
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k’Scheme,Work Trials, Apprenticeships
Programme or the New Deal Scheme. Many
greenspaces have also benefited from the support of
schemes such as community service. At present, there
is a dearth of opportunities for green space volunteer
work throughout the study area. The involvement of
Scottish Enterprise, education institutions, social
enterprises, employers and investors will be required.
The benefits of generating local employment extend
beyond those enjoyed by participants: by involving local
people in projects, the Green Network will have a greater
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eofshar
ed‘
owner
shi
p’
,andwi
l
lul
t
i
mat
el
ybel
ess
likely to suffer from neglect or misuse.
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Case study: Lee Valley Regional Park –Recreation and
Regeneration at a Strategic Scale
The Lee Valley Regional Park, created in 1967, extends from Ware in Hertfordshire to
the River Thames at East India Dock Basin. Covering an area of 10 000 hectares, the
Park stretches for 26 miles on both sides of the River Lea and comprises a number of
different habitats and visitor attractions including heritage sites, country parks and
nature reserves. New developments are currently being undertaken on areas of
derelict or contaminated land, addressing similar issues to those being
experienced on the Clyde Waterfront. The aim of bringing the countryside into
the heart of an urban area via a network of spaces is a similar approach to that
proposed for the Clyde Waterfront Green Network - that has been successfully
addressed in the Lee Valley.
The Lee Valley Regional Park Authority was established to regenerate the Lee Valley
from a neglected back yard into a "green wedge" extending right into the inner parts of
east London. The purpose of the Park is to help meet the ever growing and various
leisure needs of the people of Hertfordshire, Essex and Greater London (a population
of over nine million), whilst conserving nature and improving the environment.
The Park is dominated by its water resource and there are fifty water bodies within the
Park including rivers, canals, flooded gravel pits and reservoirs, many of which are
used for recreation. However some of these are also valued for wildfowl including sites
of both national and international significance.
The Park covers 9 local authority areas with 4000 acres owned by the Regional Park
Authority. The vision for the Regional Park is:
 To be a cohesive, sustainable and valued regional green lung;
 To be an area of enhanced and protected natural biodiversity for the enjoyment of
all;
 To achieve full utilisation of the unique land and water assets of the Regional Park
for specialist leisure and recreational facilities developed in accordance with
principles of sustainability and design excellence;
 To be an accessible, permeable, integrated visitor attraction to serve the region
which will include local communities.
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3.

ACTION AREAS

3.1. ACTION AREA1: CLYDEBANK
Overview
3.1.5. The GCC water access study has proposed provision of new
pontoons and access points in this area, and further
improvements to ferry services (potentially a triangular link)
are also likely to increase the vibrancy of the waterfront in
this area.

3.1.1. As shown in Figure 3.1.1, the Clydebank action area
extends from the Erskine Bridge along the north bank of the
Clyde to South Street. It extends to Yoker, which is
positioned on the boundary of Glasgow and has links with
Clydebank, as well as eastwards to Scotstoun and
Whiteinch.
3.1.2. The area retains engineering and related activities along
much of the riverside, restricting riverside access particularly
at the eastern end of the area and at present it has a limited
visual relationship with the river. There is little access to the
river itself, with the Renfrew Ferry providing a crucial access
point and transport link to the south side of the Clyde.
3.1.3. The area has a strong historic, cultural and industrial link
with the river which is an integral part of community identity.
Key heritage sites including the Titan Crane at Clydebank
andHar
vey
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sindustrial and civic heritage.

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.1.4. Key transport links to the area include Quality Bus Corridors
along Dumbarton Road, and the Yoker and Singer branches
of the SPT train service. There are plans to extend South
Street westwards into the area to create the North Clydeside
Development Route. The Glasgow to Loch Lomond Cycle
Route and Canal form important longer distance access links
for walkers and cyclists. The Renfrew ferry forms a key
cross river link.

Action Area 1: Clydebank

Aerial view of Clydebank
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Community and Health
3.1.6. Clydebank comprises a number of distinct neighbourhoods –
Radnor Park, Faifley, Drumry / Linnvale, Whitecrook,
Parkhall, Central Clydebank, Hardgate and Duntocher.
Figure 3.1.2 shows the population distribution6 within the
area and the low numbers of people currently living adjacent
to the River. There are significant areas of social exclusion
within this action area, as shown by the Scottish Index of
Multiple Deprivation7 in Figure 3.1.3 below. Key areas where
inclusion projects are targeted include much of the eastern
end of the action area, pockets of exclusion in
neighbourhoods such as Drumry and Mountblow and in
Yoker / Garscadden to the immediate west of the area.

3.1.7. The communities which together make up the Clydebank
area of the green network are very active. The Clydebank
SIP has actively progressed social, housing and
environmental improvements by working alongside bodies
and developers involved in regenerating the area.
Clydebank Re-Built has a strong community emphasis, in its
plans and projects that aim to improve the public realm, and
through initiatives such as the development of a CD-ROM for
local schools, as a means of engendering community
involvement in the regeneration process. Other key local
community projects include the West Dunbartonshire
Community Training Project and projects undertaken
through the Community Key Fund.

6

3.1.8. Clydebank College is an important stakeholder within the
area, and its relocation close to the waterfront opens up key
opportunities for further involvement in greenspace
provision. Housing Associations within this community with
a potential interest in greenspace include Dalmuir Park HA,
Dunbritton HA and Clydebank HA.

The information shown for each population distribution map is based on
data from the 2001 Census. It does not include many of the new
populations that have moved into previously uninhabited areas along the
River Clyde.
7
The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) was developed by the
Office of the Chief Statistician in 2004. The information used to develop
the dataset was sourced from a range of administrative systems and the
2001 census. The SIMD was constructed by integrating six individual
elements. These are:
 Current Income - indirect measure of a major part of the main
cause of deprivation.
 Employment - direct measure of exclusion from the world of work.
 Housing - direct measure of material living standards.
 Health - indirect measure of both causes and consequences of
deprivation.
 Education, Skills and Training - indirect measure of both causes
and consequences of deprivation.
 Geographic Access and Telecommunications - direct measure
of area characteristics that impact on deprived individuals.
The SIMD is a weighted combination of each of these elements.

Action Area 1: Clydebank

3.1.9. Community projects, including the preparation of the Dalmuir
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Dunbartonshire Environmental Trust), show that there is a
relatively high level of awareness of the scope for
environmental improvements in this area that the
greenspace network should seek to complement. Health
initiatives within this area are localised and include the
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) project in Dalmuir.
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Land Use Change
 redefining the town centre and improving the relationship
with the canal;

3.1.10. Figure 3.1.4 shows the key regeneration projects within this
action area. Accessibility of the Clyde and the relationship
between the river and the surrounding community have
begun to improve as a result of major development areas at
Yoker Quayside and Rothesay Dock. Redevelopment at
John Knox Street is also underway. Several key partners
have worked together to progress the regeneration process,
including Clydebank re-built, Scottish Enterprise, West
Dunbartonshire Council, Glasgow City Council, and
development sector companies.
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new leisure and shopping area with a new public
waterfront area and civic space;
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Quay around the Town Hall, linking with a new housing
area and the existing streets;
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education, retail, business and leisure facilities;
 linking the new civic quarter and community to the
hospital via Cable Depot Road; and
 waterfront access at Beardmore to connect with the
redevelopment site at Carless.
3.1.12. These plans will transform the community and create a new
mixed use, accessible waterfront which is much better linked
with the existing town. Similarly in Yoker a major area of
riverside derelict land has been cleared in preparation for a
high density residential development led by Park Lane and
Strathclyde Homes.

The Titan Crane at Clydebank

3.1.11. The Clydebank Plan and related documents including
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and guidance relating to the redevelopment of the area. As
summarised in the latter, plans for Clydebank include:

Action Area 1: Clydebank
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Green Network Profile
3.1.13. A review of greenspace in this area (Figure 3.1.5) shows
that the current availability of relatively formal space, such as
play areas, sports grounds and public parks is quite limited
in this action area, particularly when it is considered in
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defined by high levels of social exclusion and poor health.
Key parks include primarily Clydebank Public Park (also
known as Dalmuir Park) and the much smaller, but
nevertheless locally important Yoker Park. On the south
side of Dumbarton Road a large open area is also well used
by local people, but forms only a temporary space as it is
reserved for construction of the North Clydeside
Development Route. Important sports areas include the
municipal golf course, and a number of smaller sports
pitches distributed across the area.

Beardmore Park

3.1.14. The cycle path, which partly follows the course of the Forth
and Clyde Canal and the disused railway line at Yoker,
forms a key linear space through the area with the potential
to complement similar linear spaces provided along the
riverside. A path alongside the Duntocher Burn has also
been significantly improved in recent years, although it does
not yet extend as far as the Clyde.

3.1.16. There is a significant contrast in the density of open space
and population within this area. The western end of the area
enjoys a higher level of open space and has a lower
population density, whilst towards the eastern end of the
space there are fewer spaces and more people. This
pattern could potentially be exacerbated by future
development on the riverside, unless sufficient levels and
appropriate types of new space are provided in the new and
existing communities.

3.1.15. Most of the natural and semi natural space within this action
area comprises currently derelict land, such as the area at
Carless, and at John Knox Street. Importantly, much of this
will be lost in the near future as regeneration plans progress
(see below). The canal and railway line also form important
habitat corridors through the area.
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Area Specific Objectives
3.1.21. Theme 4 (Environmental Links) could be progressed through
well targeted projects within this area. Connecting Dalmuir
Park to the river via the green corridor provided by the
Duntocher Burn is a potentially important potential project,
that has long been an aim, but requires further momentum
and co-ordination with use of the riverside if it is to be
achieved. Where parts of the riverside are decaying, such as
westofQueen’
sQuay,andatRot
hesayDoc
kwher
e
sections of wall have collapsed, there may be opportunities
for rebuilding that incorporate and create more natural
elements.

3.1.17. The diagram (Figure 3.1.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Clydebank to Yoker
area. They reflect established projects, emerging ideas and
additional proposals identified during the course of this
study.
3.1.18. Theme 1 (Planning and Development) is important within
this area, given the scale of change that is occurring.
Overall, the emphasis within this area should be on
continuing to build connections between spaces, and
particularly on ensuring that new development areas connect
with the existing communities through new civic space on
the waterfront being better linked.

3.1.22. Theme 5 (Transport and Access) could be improved by
specifically improving the linear greenspaces and routes
which extend along the Clyde and by connecting with
communities by providing more north-south links. Plans to
provide new access points to the water will increase activity
in previously inaccessible areas, thereby stimulating further
use of the green network and waterfront. The relationship
between the canal and the Clyde should become better
defined as a result of new and improved green access links.

3.1.19. In terms of Theme 2 (Community and Health) there is scope
to make better use of the spaces which already exist in the
area, particularly Beardmore Park and Yoker Park,
particularly if community involvement can be stimulated to
provide wider social and health benefits. The community
should be encouraged to continue to contribute to
environmental improvements in this area.

3.1.23. Theme 6 (Economic Development and Tourism) is closely
connected with Themes 1 and 3 in this area. It will be
important to bear in mind the needs of people who work in
the area, as well as those who live locally.

3.1.20. Theme 3 (Arts, Culture and Heritage) is already a key aspect
of community involvement within the area, with regeneration
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Projects that focus on key landmarks, such as the Titan
Crane, mean that the rich culture and heritage of the area,
and its strong civic links with the river are already being used
to inspire a higher level of local ownership of waterfront
spaces and access routes.
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Figure 3.1.6
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Table 3.1.1: Strategic Priority Projects for Clydebank

1
2

3
4

5

6

Enhanced link to waterfront via derelict space following Duntocher Burn connecting to
Dalmuir Park / Clydebank Public Park
Community art and environmental improvements to Beardmore Park, to stimulate
more interest, encourage higher levels of use by local people, and ensure that the
potential of this key access point to the river is fully realised.
Link from Beardmore Park to new community garden via disused railway / Cable
Depot Road
Hospital Gate Agamemnon Street has formed a focus for investment in the public
realm in recent years, and residential and business development is currently planned
in this area (led by Clydebank Re-built, Scottish Enterprise Dunbartonshire, West
Dunbartonshire Council and the Golden Jubilee NHS Trust). Proposals for the site
should include links from the site to the waterfront via clear linear connections and
greenspace.
Provision of new civic space / central axis and river access connecting with new
development area and existing community to north via Alexander Street –as
proposed in the Local Plan and design guidelines. Further interpretation of the past
relationship between the area and the Clyde and its ongoing transformation
Walking and cycling links between the Clyde and the Canal via key greenspaces.
Linkage of Clydeside walking routes via greenspace –potential to follow the route of
the former Cart Canal to achieve this (former waterway linking the Clyde with the
Forth and Clyde Canal)

Action Area 1: Clydebank

66

WDC, SNH

M/M

Community groups,
Private sector,
WDET
WDC, Clydebank
Re-built
Clydebank Re-built
and partners

M/L

Clydebank Re-built,
WDC, SED,
developers

H/H

Short term (already partially
planned and safeguarded in
the Local Plan)

WDC, GCC, British
Waterways, WDET,
Clydebank Re-built

M/L

Short to medium term
(already identified in
principle)

M/L
M/M

Medium term (prioritised by
WDC and partners)
Short to medium term

Short to medium term
(already being progressed)
Short term –plans already
in preparation

Connectivity and Accessibility

3.2. ACTION AREA 2: ERSKINE TO THE WHITE
CART

3.2.4. The area is strategically located close to the M8 and is
accessed via the A726. A ferry used to run across the river,
but this ceased to operate after the Erskine Bridge was
constructed. The Renfrewshire Access Strategy
emphasises the importance of overcoming the barrier effect
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cyclists, and prioritised continuous riverside access.
Promotion of sustainable transport to work was also raised
as a key opportunity for change within this part of
Renfrewshire.

Overview
3.2.1. This action area is located at the western end of the study
area, to the south of the River Clyde (Figure 3.2.1). It
includes Erskine itself, and a wider rural area that largely
comprises farmland.
3.2.2. Although the area originally developed around Erskine
House and has long been settled, much of the town was
constructed from 1971 onwards as part of the national
programme of planned new towns. Housebuilding and
business development has continued to the present day, and
Erskine now has a population of 15,347 according to the
2001 census. It includes the neighbourhoods of Bargarran,
Erskine, Freeland, Linburn, Park Mains and Rashielee.
Erskine Riverside Business Park has been developed close
to the waterfront area.

3.2.5. In terms of water borne access, there are remnants of a
harbour and several former slipways onto the river that have
now fallen into disuse. However, this infrastructure has the
potential to be better used, potentially through the creation of
a river bus stop in the future.

3.2.3. The town is also within a green belt setting. The area has
several protected spaces, including active play, informal and
formal recreation spaces, Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs) and the Newshot Island proposed
Local Nature Reserve (LNR). The Inner Clyde Estuary itself
is protected as a Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar
Site. The Renfrewshire, Inverclyde, and East Renfrewshire
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) focuses on both urban
habitats and the importance of rivers within the area, and
emphasises the importance of community led projects that
seek to enhance public appreciation of their local natural
heritage. Business involvement in habitat improvement
projects is also encouraged.
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3.2.6. The Clyde Walkway extends along the riverside, connecting
the area under the bridge eastwards, forming the Erskine
Riverfront Walkway, and eventually linking with a small
network of paths on Newshot Island.

Community and Health
3.2.7. Figure 3.2.2 shows the density of population within the
area. Generally, this area is of a medium to low density, and
there are gaps close to the river where few people live as a
result of business land use and the retention of natural and
semi natural areas.
3.2.8. Figure 3.2.3 shows the levels of deprivation in the area,
drawn from the SIMD dataset. Overall, there would appear to
be relatively low levels of social exclusion within Erskine,
reflecting its position as a popular commuter town with low
density, higher quality housing.

Riverside Business Park

Land Use Change
3.2.9. No major development proposals are anticipated at Erskine
Waterfront, although it is important to note that large plots for
new business developments have been allocated but have
been slow to be taken up developers within the Riverside
Business Park. There are also proposals to develop a new
town centre which is better linked with the Clyde, and to
make better connections to the waterfront itself.
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Green Network Profile
3.2.10. Figure 3.2.4 shows the green network within this action
area. The area clearly benefits from its rural setting, and
several natural pockets have been maintained within the
built up area. These form important spaces, particularly as a
result of the absence of more formal space, including a
public park, within the settlement. Together, they form a
relatively continuous habitat network, although there is likely
to be scope to strengthen this further.
3.2.11. The settlement is relatively open to the waterfront, and key
spaces include Boden Boo community woodland, a nature
area around Erskine Harbour, and the amenity spaces within
the business park. Smaller spaces have been provided
within the housing areas, including some small sports
pitches for public use, and play areas.
Newshot Island

3.2.12. The proposed LNR at Newshot Island is also a key local
resource which is likely to connect the community with the
river, as well as providing scope for habitat improvements,
education and enjoyment. The island is now attached to the
south bank as a result of changes to the river undertaken to
allow large ships easier access the channel to the north. It
covers more than 70 hectares and is part of the Inner Clyde
Special Protection Area (SPA), supporting significant
numbers of over wintering wildfowl. The action area also
has several SINCs that form locally important resources.
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3.2.13. The farmland to the south east of the town is part of the
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present it appears that access to this area is restricted in
terms of a lack of formal paths or recognised routes. Its
contribution to the landscape setting of Erskine could be
further enhanced if it was carefully improved and promoted.
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3.2.18. Theme 5 (Transport and Access) is less significant within
this area, given that generally good riverside access is
available on part of the Clyde Walkway and the Erskine
Riverfront route. However, there may be scope for ensuring
that these strategic resources are better used by providing
signed links to the nearby town centre and residential areas.
The River could be made considerably more accessible by
creating more water borne access points at strategic
l
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public transport could also potentially be improved.

Area Specific Objectives
3.2.14. The diagram (Figure 3.2.5) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Erskine to the White
Cart area.
3.2.15. The first theme (Planning and Development) is likely to have
limited applicability here, with the exception of its influence
on the further potential development of the Riverside
Business Park and the proposals for the town centre which
include opportunities in areas close to the riverfront. At
present, the business park forms an important open space,
with open vistas to the river and riverside access. This will
be maintained as development progresses, but there may
also be scope to improve the function of the large areas of
amenity space within the business park, so that those
working there and local residents can make better use of
them.

3.2.19. The final theme of Economic Development and Tourism is
particularly relevant here, where the waterfront has been
recognised as a key resource for attracting inward
investment. As the business park matures and becomes
more fully occupied, it will be important to ensure that the
green network helps to retain this investment, by contributing
to the quality of life of local residents and those who work in
the area.

3.2.16. Theme 2 (Community and Health) is of interest within this
area, despite the generally low levels of social exclusion.
Linking with Theme 3 (Arts, Culture and Heritage) there is
likely to be scope for local community projects which
investigate and interpret the significance of the waterfront in
the history of Erskine. Spaces like Erskine Harbour provide
exciting opportunities to achieve this.
3.2.17. Theme 4 (Environmental Links) is of particular importance
here. Much work has already been undertaken to maintain
locally, nationally and internationally important spaces for
their nature conservation value. Collectively, these sites
provide an important green network that could be better
connected by improving habitat links into and across the
farmland to the south east of the town.
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Figure 3.2.5
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7

The Erskine Harbour area already forms an important natural space, but could be better linked
with the river. Historic interpretation of the water access via this area would help to achieve
this, including identifying artefacts and features associated with the use of the area as a ferry
slipway in the past. Community involvement in such a project would be beneficial, with inputs
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of the harbour would conflict with the nature conservation value of this site, and an
environmentally driven approach to its future use is therefore recommended.

8

The Erskine Riverfront Business Park is a key area for investment. At present the spaces are
well linked with the river, providing an open vista, but lack intrinsic interest. The aim should be
t
omaket
hesear
easmor
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dent
sandemployees by providing new facilities
such as seating, picnicking / lunching areas, and planting. Provision of a river access point
would further develop the relationship between the park and the Clyde, and would be likely to
further stimulate investment by creating a usable, lively and attractive riverside space.
Consideration should also be given to the ways in which site barriers could be altered to
ensure they do not restrict access to the waterfront in this important location. Scope to provide
a new community riverside park as part of the redevelopment of the town centre should also
be explored further.
The Erskine area has a number of SINCs, on the riverfront and further inland in and around
housing areas. There is scope for better connecting these sites to form a continuous network
that links with the Clyde and Carts and reinforces the significance of Newshot Island as a key
natural resource. Associated management of Boden Boo community woodland is a further
local environmental priority. This network could be reinforced by linking areas of planting within
the farmland to the south east of the settlement. Public and private land managers should
work together to achieve habitat restoration and expansion and could be supported by
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. Local schools should be encouraged to participate
through education and interpretation.
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Renfrewshire Council,
SNH,
Clyde Waterfront,
Glasgow and Clyde
Valley Strategic
Greenspace
Partnership
SPT
Renfrewshire Council,
Scottish Enterprise
Renfrewshire

H/H

Short to medium
term,
maintaining the
momentum
achieved by
previous projects
within the area.

H/M

Medium term as
occupancy of the
park develops

Renfrewshire Council
(Biodiversity Officer),
SNH, Land Managers
(possibly achievable
via LMC and / or
SFGS funding)

H/M

Short to medium

10

Access links within, into and out of the area will help to improve quality of life for local people
by reducing their current reliance on the car to access open areas, services and facilities.
Access alongside the White Cart Water could be extended to meet the Clyde and the Clyde
Walkway. This would help to provide and more complete network of routes within and into the
area. Links to the waterfront from the surrounding community should also be better signed
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.The River could also be used to greater effect within the area if cross river
links, including across the Erskine Bridge, are emphasised and more actively promoted.
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Renfrewshire Council
Carts River Valley
Project,
Sustrans,
land managers,
SNH

M/M

Medium term
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3.3. ACTION AREA 3: RENFREW WATERFRONT
Overview
3.3.5. One of the main issues of concern within Renfrew in recent
years has been traffic management. Plans to provide a new
relief road to help overcome congestion have been debated,
but it is now expected that any future new road will within the
town will only be progressed in the longer term as a multi
modal extension to Kings Inch Road that incorporates
extension of the Fastlink to Glasgow Airport. This could
have implications for access to existing greenspace within
the area as a result of the potential barrier effect that the
Fastlink linear route might create.

3.3.1. This action area covers much of Renfrew, together with
Braehead on the eastern side of the settlement which
continues to grow as a result of major new developments
already implemented and planned for the area (Figure 3.3.1)
3.3.2. Renfrew traditionally has close associations with the Clyde
and the Carts, with herring and salmon fishing having
t
r
adi
t
i
onal
l
ybeenpar
toft
hel
ocal
economy.Thet
own’
s
salmon fishing rights continue to be remembered in an
annual ceremony involving the casting of a net in the Clyde.
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continued as a result of its engineering industries. The town
now has a population of more than 20,000.

3.3.6. There are longstanding plans to create a walkway along the
Clyde, connecting westwards through Erskine and on into
Inverclyde. However, this remains a complex task, with
some sections having been completed and others continuing
to be difficult to achieve as a result of incompatible land uses
on the waterfront to the east of the golf course.
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with an important area of Holy grass (a Red Data Book
species) along the White Cart Riverbank close to the golf
course walkway, and a good range of waders and wildfowl
particularly in winter months. The area also supports
populations of Grey Seal, Mink, Weasel, Brown Hare and
Roe Deer.

Community and Health
3.3.7. As shown in Figure 3.3.2, the waterfront area is not currently
as densely populated as some of the other action areas, as
much of the riverside is within commercial or business land
use. However, Renfrew as a whole has a large population,
and this will increase substantially as the new developments
planned on the waterfront are completed.

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.3.4. The Renfrew Ferry provided an important river crossing
although it now only accommodates passengers.
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3.3.8. The SIMD (Figure 3.3.3) shows that the area has varying
levels of social exclusion, with the existing communities
within Renfrew having a higher level of exposure to
deprivation than the rest of the action area. This, again, is
partly due to the lower concentration of population within the
eastern part of the area at present, and so should be
interpreted with caution. There are significant pockets of
deprivation within Renfrew itself. However, the market
aspirations of developers on the Renfrew Riverside site
suggest that this pattern is may change significantly in the
foreseeable future.
3.3.9. There remains limited information available on the activities
of the local community within Renfrew.

Land Use Change
3.3.10. Proposed land use change in the area is shown in Figure
3.3.4. Capital Shopping Centres, Renfrewshire Council,
Scottish Enterprise Renfrewshire, Clydeport and Park Lane
have worked together to progress regeneration within this
area over the last few years. As a result, the area has
already undergone a major transformation, with the
construction of retail and leisure facilities at Braehead, the
completion of Xscape and the ongoing development of
residential units.

Open space at Braehead

3.3.12. These plans are not confined to the area to the east of
Renfrew. There are plans to develop a major new flood
prevention scheme at the riverside in Renfrew, which are in
the final stages of approval. Renfrew Town Centre is being
redeveloped to provide a more user friendly public realm.
This will constitute a major project that includes plans to
establish better links between the town centre and the new
development area on the riverside.

3.3.11. Further development at Braehead is underway, with a large
area of semi natural space having been cleared to make way
for a new business park to the south east of the shopping
centre. The most significant area of land use change in the
coming years will occur to the east of the existing town
centre, in the Renfrewshire Riverside area. Here, a mix of
residential, business and leisure use is proposed, with
construction of the new Ferry Village development already
being underway.
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Green Network Profile
3.3.16. Renfrew has an area of woodland extending from the golf
course along the course of a disused railway line to the west
of the town centre. This is potentially an important linear
space that could be better connected with the waterfront,
providing a green link between homes and the riverside.
The town also as some further sports areas, including a
football ground, and a recreation area further west.

3.3.13. The area has a number of open spaces which together form
a diverse resource (Figure 3.3.5). To the west of the town,
the golf course is a key area lying open on the waterfront,
and allowing managed access along part of its boundary.
Within the town, Robertson Park is the most significant town
park. It was establishedasachi
l
dr
en’
spar
k,and although it
continues to be a popular resource, it has raised community
concerns as it has been the subject of vandalism.
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that it is one of four parks within the area, and prioritised
improvements that have now been partly implemented.
3.3.14. In addition, to the east of the town centre, a new public park
has been built within the riverside development site, forming
a resource that can be used by the people of Renfrew, new
residents and even those using the nearby leisure and
shopping facilities at Braehead.
3.3.15. The improvements to riverside access in the Braehead and
Renfrew Riverside area have created an important new civic
space, extending to form a linear route along the waterfront,
with a play space and access to pontoons where the Pride of
the Clyde docks, adjacent to the Maritime Museum. This,
together with the new public park, will to some extent
compensate for the loss of space that is defined as natural
or semi natural within the green network in this area, which
will result from large scale development. However, industrial
use of the riverfront spaces to the west of the Renfrew Ferry
currently limits the scope to provide continuous links along to
the golf course and the confluence of the Clyde with the
Carts.
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3.3.17. Beyond these key resources, open space appears to be
limited to housing, business and transport amenity space.
There is a particular lack of usable open space further east
within the Braehead area, with much of the land having been
developed as buildings or car parking. Some semi natural
space exists around the King George V Dock, although
much of this will be lost to development of the Shiels Gate
Business Park.

Riverside Walkway
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Area Specific Objectives
3.3.18. The diagram (Figure 3.3.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Renfrew Waterfront area.
3.3.19. Theme 1 (Planning and Development) has already played a
major role in contributing to greenspace within this area,
including the provision of new civic space at Braehead and
the new park in the riverside development area. Many of the
plans for this area have already been finalised, and so there
is perhaps now only limited scope to feed into the
development process. Within the town plans for
redeveloping the centre are in the process of being
developed, and will be linked with activity on the riverside to
ensure that good connections between established parts of
Renfrew and the new development areas are achieved.

3.3.22. Theme 4 (Environmental links) is of interest within this area.
Some relatively large expanses of semi natural space have
been lost to development, although the value of these was
likely to be limited in ecological terms as they comprised
mostly derelict scrubland. Much of the new space that has
been provided is relatively formal, providing an opportunity to
target habitat network improvements in this area. In addition,
the important species and habitats found along the White
Cart and Clyde should be prioritised for improvements in
order to create a more complete, and accessible network of
spac
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,riverside habitats are, by their
very nature, already joined up, key links inland to the centre
of existing and new communities could be prioritised.
Community involvement in specific projects, such as
connecting the town centre with the golf course through the
woods around the industrial estate, could be enhanced
through environmental interpretation and education.

3.3.20. Thes
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potential role to play within this area. To date, it appears that
there have been relatively few greenspace projects within
the area that specifically seek to involve the local
community. The Green Network could provide an
opportunity to generate community interest in open space
projects, as well as helping to reconnect the community with
the waterfront. Greenspace projects could also provide an
opportunity to bring together the large new population with
the existing residents, by providing them with opportunities
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community remains cohesive as it expands, and would
continue to help to build a sense of shared ownership of the
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projects which would help to achieve this might include
further improvements to Robertson Park.
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3.3.21. Theme 3 (Arts, Culture and Heritage), is also relatively well
established in this area, with several sculptures and the
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across the river to Scotstoun is also interpreted at Braehead,
providing a valuable insight into the land use on the working
riverfront. These themes could continue to be developed
within the Green Network in this area, including by focusing
on the identity and historic buildings within the town centre
and ensuring that they are used in combination with the
public realm to further reinforce the civic identity of Renfrew.
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3.3.23. Theme 5 (Transport and Access) has been taken forward
along much of the riverfront, with there being a continuous
path (of variable quality) now provided between King George
V Docks and the Renfrew Ferry. There are long term plans
to reroute the riverside path as development progresses
west of the Renfrew Ferry. Access and transport issues
assoc
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the riverside to the wider community could also be explored
further. The potential impact of the proposed Fastlink
service should also be considered in relation to the existing
and potential Green Network within this area –providing
benefits in the form of new access links, but also acting as a
potential barrier to accessing greenspace along the
riverside.
3.3.24. The final theme (Economic Development and Tourism) has
also already been the focus for investment in this area.
However, greenspace could contribute further to this theme,
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safe, pleasant and easy access to the employment
opportunities.
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Figure 3.3.6
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11

Improve access along waterfront from Renfrew Ferry onto golf course

Renfrewshire
Council,
landowners and
businesses
Renfrewshire
Council,
Paths for All,
SNH

L/M

12

Paths and access. The path around the golf course is an important and well used local
right of way, providing a link along the east bank of the Cart. There is scope for this to be
extended across the cart at the Bascule Bridge, and to link eastwards to the Renfrew
Ferry (see previous). The disused railway line could, in the longer term, connect with this
network and provide an off road connection from Renfrew to Paisley.

13

Improve Robertson Park with involvement of existing and new communities. Aim to
restore heritage features and seek to identify and meet the needs of local young people.
Ensure park is well connected with the town centre and onto the waterfront –by physical
and conceptual links (i.e. routes and signage / orientation)
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for further partnership working with the private sector to deliver improvements to other
existing facilities, to undertake general repairs (including to the pond edge) and to work
with the community and user groups to deliver proposals for improved facilities and
planting throughout the park.

Renfrewshire
Council,
Local Community,
Greenspace
Scotland,
HLF

M/M

Short to medium term,
continuing into long term
as community grows

14

Establish better links between greenspaces by linking town centre with waterfront
walkway and spaces. Seek to also develop cross river linkages by connecting with
greenspace in Scotstoun / Clydebank via the Renfrew Ferry (circular greenspace subnetwork)

Scottish Enterprise
Renfrewshire,
local community
heritage groups, SPT

H/H

Short to medium term
(already in planning
stages)
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M/L

Only likely to be achieved
in the longer term as land
use evolves –replace short
term bypass route
Medium to long term

15

Ensure new development areas are connected with waterfront by continuing to provide NS links to riverside walkway within new developments. This may require to be combined
with new road crossings and signage. This should also include further promotion of use
of the riverside spaces provided at the shopping centre, by better signage and provision
of information to key potential user groups.

16

The final priority for this area should focus on creating and maintaining an improved
network of semi natural vegetation, connecting the area to the west of King George V
Dock with amenity space around the road network to the south. Development plans for
these areas should reflect their role as part of a green network, and should provide
continuing links as far as possible. There is potential for the Harmony Row sports facility
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As proposed by the Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and East Renfrewshire LBAP, such projects
should seek to involve local people as far as possible, in order to maximise their benefits
and create a stronger sense of ownership of the environment. This should extend to
involving the current and future business community of the area.
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Renfrewshire
Council,
Scottish Enterprise
Renfrewshire,
Park Lane, Capital
Shopping Centres
Renfrewshire Council
Scottish Natural
Heritage
Local businesses /
employees

H/H

Short to medium term

L/M

Medium term

3.4.

ACTION AREA 4: YOKER TO WHITEINCH
Overview

3.4.1. As shown in Figure 3.4.1, this action area is located
between Yoker at its western end and Thornwood to the
east. Its residential areas are located away from the
riverfront, with industrial and commercial uses dominating
the area between South Street and the River. Key
employers in the area include BAE Systems, Albion and
ot
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scrap metal dealers) and a Firstbus depot are also located
on the riverside.
3.4.2. Due to the local shipbuilding industry, much of this area was
traditionally linked with the Clyde. However, as it has been
developed over time and industrial use has evolved, these
connections have been weakened. There are relatively few
waterside heritage sites within the area, although the Barclay
Curle and Building are well known landmarks that are
protected as listed buildings.

Barclay Curle Crane

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.4.4. The area is crossed by several main roads, including
Dumbarton Road (running from east to west) and Victoria
Drive / Lincoln Avenue extending northwards. The Yoker
branch of the Glasgow low level train service also crosses
the area, with stations at Yoker, Jordanhill and Scotstounhill.
The Clyde Tunnel is located in the south east corner of the
area, with the access road (Balshagray Avenue) forming its
eastern boundary.

3.4.3. Strathclyde University currently has a campus at Jordanhill
to the north of the study area, although it recently announced
its plans to sell the site and relocate to its city centre
campus. Scotstoun Leisure Centre is a key resource
catering for many different indoor and outdoor activities and
events.
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3.4.5. Part of the Glasgow to Loch Lomond Cycle Route forms an
important green corridor running parallel to the river, along
the course of a disused railway line. The westward
connection of this becomes fragmented and confusing for
users where it leaves the disused railway line. At the
eastern end of the area the development of Glasgow
Harbour has led to similar problems as a result of temporary
rerouting to accommodate construction activities as they
progress. Whilst this is relatively easy to follow, it could be
viewed as having safety issues.

tenements predominate, and in the areas with clusters of
multi-storey flats (Kingsway and Knightswood). In contrast,
there is a much lower density of population in areas to the
north such as Jordanhill and Scotstoun.

3.4.6. Plans for the Clyde Fastlink include a potential westward
extension to Clydebank. This would provide new public
transport access points for the Green Network, but could
also create a further east-west barrier that further
disconnects communities to the north with the waterfront to
the south.
3.4.7. The Waterspace Strategy proposes two new access points
for canoes and moorings at Whiteinch, a pontoon and
moor
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Systems Scotstoun. However, on the whole, pedestrian and
waterborne access to the River at present remains very
limited within this area, providing a key challenge for the
Green Network to respond to.

Aerial view of Yoker

3.4.9. Figure 3.4.3 shows combined deprivation factors being
experienced locally. Again there is a stark contrast within
the area, with social exclusion being concentrated at its
western (Yoker) and southern ends (Scotstoun and
Whiteinch). Immediately adjacent to the riverside, east of
Yorker, the SIMD identifies high levels of deprivation, but this
should be viewed cautiously, given the low population
density of the area and its predominately industrial use at
present.

Community and Health
3.4.8. Figure 3.4.2 shows the population density within the area.
This shows the lack of people living in the area immediately
adjacent to the river, as a result of its industrial land use. It
comprises the communities of Scotstoun, Garscadden,
Whiteinch and Jordanhill. Parts of the area are very densely
populated, including along Dumbarton Road where
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3.4.10. The area falls within two Local Community Planning
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established as part of the previous Social Inclusion
Partnership for the area, with the remit of facilitating
community involvement in a range of local level projects.
The Trust, together with the wider community, played a key
role in the preparation of an environmental action plan for
the area.

3.4.13. The Dumbarton Road Corridor Environmental Trust
Environmental Action Plan was prepared with community
involvement, and includes numerous proposals for local
open spaces, including improvements to Victoria Park,
creation of nature trails, more community wardens and use
of derelict sites on a temporary basis as open space prior to
development. The plan has not yet been formally approved
by GCC.

3.4.11. These communities have been relatively active, with key
projects having focused on the provision of new community
facilities –including the Scotstoun Community Facility, Yoker
Community Campus and Whiteinch Neighbourhood Centre.
Thear
ea’
sEnv
i
r
onment
alTr
usthasalso been actively
seeking to ensure that housing led regeneration plans
include improvements to waterfront access and
improvements to the public realm.

3.4.14. Thear
ea’
sgr
eennet
wor
k(Figure 3.4.4) is relatively limited
in terms of accessible parks and open spaces. The main
resource is provided by Victoria Park at the eastern end of
the area, although this has a more tenuous role in relation to
communities living at the western end of the area. Although
it has been increasingly fragmented in recent years as a
result of new development on the riverside, the disused
railway / cycle path forms important green corridors. The
canal also has an important role at the Yoker end of the
area.

Green Network Profile

Land Use Change
3.4.12. There are few current proposals for major land use change
within this action area. However, its proximity to Glasgow
Harbour has already significantly changed its relationship
with the waterfront by providing easier access to the new
spaces and walkways being delivered as part of the
development. At the same time, there have been changes
to existing access routes, with fragmentation of parts of the
Glasgow to Loch Lomond Cycle route arising at both ends of
the area.
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3.4.15. To the north of the area Knightswood Park provides a further
public open space with a play area, sports facilities, and
some semi natural corridors. Peterson Park in Garscadden
is also a key open space to the north of the area, providing
sports pitches and associated facilities. Emerging
community plans to improve Peterson Park could
significantly improve the contribution it makes to local quality
of life. Elsewhere space is limited to amenity areas around
housing and in particular multi-storey flats.
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3.4.16. Scotstoun Leisure Centre is a key sports resource for a large
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indoor and outdoor facilities is generally restricted to paying
users. De facto access to the grounds of Jordanhill Campus
of Strathclyde University is taken, but not actively
encouraged.
3.4.17. The density of the population, the large number of tenement
properties with limited garden space, and the high share of
social exclusion being experienced locally, mean the area as
a whole appears to have a significant shortfall in the extent
and diversity of greenspace types that they can access from
their homes. As a result, it is crucial that better use is made
of existing spaces, and where possible provision of new
space, particularly adjacent to the waterfront, is prioritised.
3.4.18. There is almost no natural or semi natural space within this
area, although the green corridors running along the
Glasgow to Loch Lomond Cycle Route and disused railway
line on which it is built, form crucial habitat corridors.

Shipyards at Scotstoun

3.4.19. Scotstoun Leisure Centre provides an important sports
space which is not generally accessible for non-paying
public use. Beyond this, sports areas are limited to a few
bowling greens, tennis courts (private clubs) and sports
pitches within school grounds.
3.4.20. The South Street industrial corridor is almost entirely devoid
of open space, to the south of the disused railway line
although access to the riverside is possible at Balmoral
Street.
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Area Specific Objectives
3.4.25. There are already quite strong Environmental Links (Theme
4) provided by the disused railways within the area, but the
overall lack of natural spaces suggests that these could be
extended to provide an improved network. Additionally,
currently featureless amenity space provides an important
opportunity for habitat diversification, by planting, or altering
drainage and maintenance regimes.

3.4.21. The diagram (Figure 3.4.5) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Yoker to Whiteinch
area.
3.4.22. In terms of Theme 1, there are some issues regarding
planning and development, although these are at a smaller
scale than other actions areas, such as the adjacent
Glasgow Harbour. Nevertheless, there is an important role
for planning to continue to play in ensuring that land use
change opens up new space where possible and facilitates
greater pedestrian and cycle access to the riverside.

3.4.26. Transport and Access projects could be developed within
this area, reflecting Theme 5. The road and railway
corridors provide potential barriers within the local network,
and so existing crossing points should form a focal point for
orientation and co-ordination.

3.4.23. The second theme (Community and Health), there are
numerous opportunities to ensure that local people are
encouraged to participate in projects. This could help to
reduce concerns about safety in some of the spaces within
this action area, by continuing to create a stronger sense of
shared ownership of the network.

3.4.27. The community expressed a desire for improved access to
water crossing points (bridges or ferries connecting with
Braehead), and the implementation of the Waterspace
Strategy would help to shift activity towards the waterfront by
helping to achieve this. However, given that large scale
changes in the current land uses along the riverside will be
required to achieve this, it is important to recognise that this
will be only achieved in the long term. Essentially, this is a
business area, which will retain this use into the long term.
Despite this, waterfront access here remains a key aim that
would contribute significantly to the completeness of the
Waterfront Green Network as a whole. Safe and legible
access links from communities to river access points will also
be required to help reconnect local people with the water.

3.4.24. Theme 3 (Arts Culture and Heritage) is not currently well
developed within the area, suggesting that new projects
could contribute to the interest in local spaces, and would
assist with reconnecting local people to the Riverside.
However, a careful approach will be required, working with
the community. This is demonstrated by the difficulties
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which was led by the Housing Association and Communities
Scotland, and possibly lacked a wider sense of involvement
or ownership. Key river related landmarks that could be
exploited as heritage assets include the Barclay Curle shed
and crane on South Street.
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3.4.28. The potential of the Loch Lomond to Glasgow Cycle Route is
not being realised, partly as a result of its recent
fragmentation, but also because access points to it are
limited in places. The role of the route in connecting and
contributing to the Green Network should therefore be more
fully exploited.
3.4.29. The final theme (Economic Regeneration and Tourism)
offers some scope within the area, as organisations like the
Dumbarton Road Corridor Environmental Trust are aiming to
achieve environmental improvements that incorporate
training and employment opportunities. Opportunities for
hol
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could create a new level of interest in the cultural heritage of
the area, which could be further reinforced by greenspace
projects.
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Figure 3.4.6
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17

Improved links between Yoker Park and the temporary space on Dumbarton Road gap
site together with transport node links and river access points. Active promotion as a
health walk. Retention of links in longer term as construction of the North Clydeside
Development Route

Community groups, GCC,
NHS Greater Glasgow,
SPT, developers

M/L

18

Signage connections focusing on links between the Renfrew Ferry and Yoker Station
to spaces within the area and on across the river to new waterside space provided at
Renfrew Riverside / Braehead
Provide improved access link from riverside and Yoker to Peterson Park and
Knightswood Park via the canal. Consider scope for improvements to environmental
links following this route. Work with Yoker community to establish support for project
and potential key access points.
Open access to branch of disused railway line which leads to the riverside on a
temporary basis (follows route of North Clydeside Development Route). Connect to
river access point where appropriate. Habitat management as part of overall
maintenance of disused railway as high quality green corridor. Safety improvements to
the disused railway as a whole.
Provide safer and clearer connection between spaces around Kingsway flats and the
disused railway to increase use and develop a stronger sense of shared ownership.
Signage / orientation would primarily be beneficial. Consider providing a health walk
circuit within amenity space of flats. Ensure the area is well linked with any proposed
improvements of Peterson Park. The residents should be fully involved in this process.
Any regeneration plans for the flats being developed by the Council should aim to
contribute to the Green Network.

SPT, GCC, Renfrewshire
Council, GCMB

M/M

Glasgow City Council
Dumbarton Road Corridor
Environmental Trust

M/ L

Short to
medium term

SNH,
FCS,
Sustrans, Strathclyde
Police

M/M

Short term

Local community,
Dumbarton Road
Environmental Trust,
GCC
Glasgow Housing
Association

L/L

Medium term
as improvements to route
as a whole are
progressed

19

20

21
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Short term (a
new crossing
has already
been
provided)
Short term

22

Provide new focal point on riverside as an open space that provides views of, and
access the water and across to the south side. This could be accommodated as land
use change occurs and should link with Waterspace plans to prove moorings in this
area. Project could usefully focus on heritage interpretation of industrial riverside and
should be undertaken with involvement of community.

GCC,
Clydeport (depending on
land ownership),
local community

H/H

Medium term

23

Establish better links between Victoria Park Nature Trail and cycle path on disused
railway through signage and connections using established road crossing points on
Dumbarton Road. Complete northward connection of nature trail and discuss scope
for improving and promoting access to Scotstoun Leisure Centre and Jordanhill
Campus as key open space resource within area of undersupply. Potential to tie in
with ongoing development via planning agreements

GCC

M/L

Short term

24

Undertake improvements to Victoria Park in discussion with community and proposed
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use (boating pond), lighting to facilitate evening and morning access, provision of wet
weather shelter / pavilion, naturalising areas and building better links southwards to the
river by improved signage connecting with road crossings, underpasses etc. Ensure
communities to south of park are encouraged to work with those to the north to help
overcome social fragmentation.

GCC,
local community including
Environmental Trust,
Friends of group, Heritage
interests, HLF

H/M

Medium term
–depending
on extent to
which plans
have already
been
developed for
the park on
basis of
previous
consultation
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25

26

The creation of a community space at Whiteinch Park was a positive step in principle,
but lacked an appropriate process of community involvement. The space should be
revisited and improved in partnership with local residents. A high level of input to the
function and design of the space should be facilitated, so that current problems with
vandalism and low levels of use are not repeated
Establish better links from Whiteinch and railway line to waterfront, linking with
proposed water access point. This would facilitate local access along riverside via
Glasgow Harbour.
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GCC
Dumbarton Road Corridor
Environmental Trust

M/L

Short term

GCC,
Sustrans,
Glasgow Harbour
development interests,
local community

H/H

Medium term,
as
development
at western end
of GH
progresses
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3.5. ACTION AREA 5: GOVAN
Overview
3.5.1. The Govan area lies between Area 3 Renfrew Riverside, and
Area 7 SECC and Pacific Quay, to the south of the Clyde
(Figure 3.5.1). Its western end is characterised by industrial
use, Sheildhall sewage treatment works and the Southern
General Hospital. It extends through Linthouse and
Drumoyne to Govan itself, were there is a town centre that
has been the subject of a recently completed action plan
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better links with the river. Further east, Ibrox stadium
dominates the surrounding townscape, which comprises a
mix of residential and industrial properties.

Govan Shipyard

3.5.2. Govan has a long association with the Clyde, and continues
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with the BAE Systems works in the heart of the area. As
described below, land use change, industrial decline and
social deprivation within the area have inspired the
community to work together to progress local projects that
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Community and Health
Community Profile
3.5.4. Figure 3.5.2 shows the distribution of population within the
area. This reflects land use within the area, with some areas
being primarily residential, hemmed in by industrial
landuses, with densely populated tenements and large areas
of lower density social housing. This combination has led to
a very low quality environment in some areas.

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.5.3. The area lies to the north of the M8, and can be accessed by
the Glasgow Underground at Ibrox and Govan stations.
There are plans to extend a Fastlink along the south side of
the Clyde, that would extend through Govan and on into
Renfrewshire and Action Area 3. This could provide an
invaluable future connection for the community.
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3.5.5. Figure 3.5.3 shows social deprivation within the Govan area,
as defined by the SIMD. There are very high levels of social
exclusion within the area, although it should be noted that
some of the darkest areas on the map have very few
inhabitants and are therefore lower priority for action on
social inclusion. Notwithstanding this, the eastern part of the
area is at particular risk from social exclusion, as reflected in
t
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3.5.8. Recently, a major initiative was launched which aims to link
regeneration with its potential health benefits –GoWell. This
is sponsored by Communities Scotland, NHS Health
Scotland, NHS Greater Glasgow, and Glasgow Housing
Association, and will monitor the impacts on 12 key areas
alongside regeneration processes, to establish how local
lives change over time. Along with Scotstoun and the
Gorbals Waterfront, Govan has been included in this
programme. This is a 10 year study which should
significantly enhance our understanding of the links between
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Community Projects
3.5.6. Li
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relatively complex. Govan includes the neighbourhoods of
Linthouse / Drumoyne, Ibrox / Cessnock, Kinning Park,
Central Govan and East Govan. The Greater Govan SIP will
become the Govan and Craigton LCPP under the new
community planning arrangements for Glasgow. Health and
environment are included as key themes which the LCPP
has been progressing in the area.
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organised and run a community event in Festival Park for the
past 3 years, where people get together and find out more
about the work of local groups and projects, and scope for
getting more involved in these activities.
3.5.10. The GalGael project is a key stakeholder with a particular
interest in access to and use of the waterfront. The project
works with local people by helping them develop new skills
and confidence through boat building. It has ambitious plans
for the future and has a role to play in sustaining local
heritage and identity, whilst ensuring the community forms
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Elder Park

3.5.7. Several arts initiatives have emerged from within this area
(e.g. the Linthouse Urban Village, Roots in the Community),
as explored in more detail below). The three Housing
Associations in the Area (Govan HA, Linthouse HA and
Elderpark HA) along with Clydeview LHO are key players in
the area, working closely with the Govan Initiative. The
community has a radio station and website (Sunny Govan)
which plays a key role in sharing information amongst local
groups and individuals.
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 Govan Cross Improvements and Associated Works.
The relocation of the Govan Road / Napier Street
junction, and environmental improvement of the public
square at Govan Cross is to be implemented within the
development of new housing and other uses at Water
Row.

Land Use Change
3.5.11. The main driver behind the regeneration and redevelopment
of Govan is the Central Govan Action Plan. The plan
outlines a wide range of environmental and regeneration
improvements for the area that will impact on the green
network. The developments proposed for the next 1-3 years
include:

 Govan Ferry Landing and Riverfront Walkway
Improvements. This element of the Action Plan is most
important in providing an attractive entrance to Govan
from the waterfront and opening up Govan Waterfront
into the regeneration of the River Clyde. As such, it is an
essential element of the Clyde Waterfront Regeneration
to both complement current Regeneration Initiatives and
encourage further investment in other adjacent areas of
the River Clyde. More importantly, this project will
highlight Govan as an attractive location, provide direct
access to River transport and create a dynamic quality to
the regeneration of Govan. This project is also to be a
multi-agency supported project which will:

 Hills Trust Environmental Improvements. Langlands
Path, the park adjacent to Hills Trust, and elements of
public art adjacent to Hill's Trust Academy to be
implemented with the development of new housing at
Elder Street / Harhill Street. The details of the
landscaping and surface treatment of these areas to be
defined in the marketing and development brief to be
prepared by GCC Development and Regeneration
Services.
 Golspie Street Works (Phase 3) Golspie Street
narrowing from Harmony Row to the Bus Station is
immediately adjacent to the land occupied by Hill's Trust
Primary School. Insofar as there is to be consultation on
the rationalisation of school provision within the context
of a new school building programme for the Govan area
in the near future, it would be appropriate to include
these road works with redevelopment or new build/
extension of Hills Trust Primary School.
 Rathlin Street Play Area. The relocation of the existing
football pitch as in advance of new housing development
at Rathlin Street.
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o

create a globally attractive location which will add
competitive advantage;

o

accelerate the redevelopment of the waterfront;

o

create a distinctive quality of place and a dynamic
waterfront with international appeal;

o

increase the attraction of the area for investment;

o

achieve high levels of accessibility and connectivity to
the River Clyde; and

o

stimulate the regeneration of a waterfront community
and widen access to jobs and training.

 Govan Old Parish Entrance and Riverside Park.
These recommendations of the Action Plan stem from
other work being carried out by Page and Park for Govan
Old Parish Church. However the importance of these
projects to the Action Plan cannot be underestimated
insofar as Govan Old churchyard is the most important
historical element of Govan's heritage. It is also of
importance that the entrance to the Churchyard is
located in a prominent area of Govan Road immediately
adjacent to the Pearce Institute and that environmental
improvement is necessary to complement the ongoing
renovation of this building. In addition the area to the rear
of the churchyard adjoins the river walkway and requires
to be brought up to a similar standard and to ensure that
the heritage of the church is recognised within the
context of the Clyde waterfront. This project is also to be
a multi-agency supported project which will:
o

create a distinctive quality of place and a dynamic
waterfront with international appeal;

o

increase the attraction of the area for investment; and

o

stimulate the regeneration of a waterfront community.

Green Network Profile
3.5.14. Figure 3.5.5 shows the green network within the Govan
area. At its centre, Elder Park forms an important resource
for the community as a whole.
3.5.15. The traditional access route to the Clyde is along Water Row
from Govan Church and Doomster Hill. The importance of
this access route is recognised in the Central Govan Action
Plan which proposes recreating this major entrance to the
Clyde.
3.5.16. To the western side of the area, the main available space is
business amenity space, together with the cluster of small
areas of planting and grassland within the grounds of the
Southern General Hospital. Further east open space is quite
fragmented with small scale amenity space (roadside verges
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derelict or disused sites awaiting regeneration.
3.5.17. To the east of the Thales Optronics factory there is a large
area of open, semi natural space on the riverside, with a
football pitch and access via a private road. This is a further
potentially important space for the community where access
appears to be discouraged at present. The pitches at Govan
High School are also likely to be an important resource for
the community.

3.5.12. School closures will also have a significant impact on the
green network in the area in East Govan. St. Savours and
Copeland Primary Schools are scheduled to close and be
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3.5.13. Another major area where development is planned within
Govan is at the Graving Docks. Plans have been developed
to build more than 900,000 square feet of new buildings,
including residential, leisure and business space. This will
include a linking bridge that connects the area with Pacific
Quay to the east.
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3.5.22. Theme 4 (Environmental Links) has perhaps more limited
scope within this area, given its industrial and densely built
up character. However, some areas of open space that may
not currently be accessible, such as Sheildhall Sewage
Tr
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network of more natural spaces. There are also
opportunities for further greening in the area between the
Govan Shipyard and King George V Dock where current
decay along the riverside could be addressed by projects
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3.5.18. The diagram (Figure 3.5.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Govan area.
3.5.19. The first theme of Planning and Development is particularly
important in relation to the Graving Docks, as this will
constitute a significant waterfront area land use change.
Plans for the area are currently being discussed, and it is
anticipated that it will include elements of civic space in
addition to built development.
3.5.20. Theme 2 (Community and Health) could be progressed
within this area, building on previous and ongoing initiatives
that have sought to involve local people in arts, heritage and
environmental improvement projects. In particular, there is
scopef
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within the area, to provide increased benefits. The
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the Southern General Hospital and BAE systems, as well as
the development sector, should continue to be fostered. The
numerous active local community organisations provide an
ideal vehicle to progress plans for the area. There is also
potential for them to inspire other communities along the
Clyde by sharing their knowledge and experience.

3.5.23. The fifth theme (Transport and Access) is important for this
area, particularly in terms of linking the existing community
with spaces within new development areas. Improvements
to the walkway and public realm are proposed at Govan
Wharf to ensure a continuous link with the River Clyde
Walkway. Open space will be located at the front of the
residential area naturally extending the garden areas of the
properties whilst acting as a buffer between the houses and
the river
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way.Thear
ea’
spubl
i
ct
r
ans
por
tnodes
(existing and future) should also be built into plans to
improve access to greenspace.
3.5.24. Finally, economic development is a priority for the area,
given its social profile. Much work has already been
undertaken to enhance the image of the area, as a means of
attracting investment. This should continue, with the Green
Network helping to change perceptions of Govan, and
heritage and community projects potentially attracting
visitors into the area to experience the culture of a working
Clydeside community.

3.5.21. The third theme of Arts, Heritage and Culture is already a
major priority within the area, primarily being progressed at
t
hecommuni
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d
contribute further to this, including through planned
improvements to Elder Park and the redevelopment of the
Govan Graving Docks.
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Figure 3.5.6
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There may be scope to improve the available greenspace around Sheildhall Sewage
Treatment works to increase its biodiversity benefits. Whilst this area is not accessible to the
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There are examples of good practice emerging from the water sector that demonstrate how
this can be achieved, including creation of sludge lagoons, pools and reedbeds. Ensuring
that discharges from the plant are within appropriate environmental limits will continue to
assist with improving biodiversity within the river itself.

Scottish Water,
Glasgow City Council,

H/M

Medium
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The large riverside open space adjacent to Thales in Linthouse is potentially a key space that
could be used by the existing community, and the growing complement of staff at the
Southern General, as well as those who work at Thales and BAE Systems. All or part of this
space should be safeguarded and promoted for wider use if possible, by ensuring it is safely
accessible to the surrounding community. This may only be achievable on a temporary
basis, depending on plans for redevelopment of the space emerging in the longer term. As a
key riverside access point, it could play a fundamental role in connecting west Govan with the
Clyde.

Glasgow City Council,
Clydeport, Thales,
BAE Systems,
Southern General,
Govan Initiative,
Linthouse HA

M/M

Short term
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The redevelopment of the Southern General site should, if possible include provision of an
additional space or spaces for use by patients, visitors and staff. Greenspace has been
shown to have therapeutic properties and the increase in users of this site suggests that it will
form a significant part of the community in its own right that would benefit from its own supply
of usable spaces. This could partly compensate for potential loss of semi natural space as a
result of the development.

NHS Greater
Glasgow, Glasgow
City Council

M/L

Medium term, as
development of
the site as a
whole
progresses
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Hold Your Breath and Linthouse HA. The small greenspaces around the entrance to the
Clyde tunnel could be improved to enhance the overall quality of the environment. These
could potentially have minor biodiversity benefits as well as improving the visual quality of the
area.

Linthouse Housing
Association Glasgow
City Council

H/M

Medium term
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Elder Park is a historic town park located in the centre of Govan. It is a key resource in
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Work is in progress to develop a detailed HLF funding bid for the park, which should lead to
significant improvements to its fabric and function. Its role within the community should be
widely promoted, and it should be physically and conceptually linked with the surrounding
communities –those who live locally and those who work in the area. The community should
play a central role within this process. Its connection by use of signage and orientation –to
the north west via Linthouse and north east via central Govan.

Glasgow City Council,
HLF, Local
Community, Friends
of Elder Park (to be
established) Govan
Reminiscence
Society, Park Villa
Football Club, Govan
Fair Association,
Preshal Trust, Galgael
Trust

H/H

Short to medium
term (plans
currently in
preparation with
partnerships
already formed)
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The Green Network should seek to support the environmental proposals the Central Govan
Action Plan

Govan Initiative,
Glasgow City Council,
local community
groups
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Several disused spaces provide a potentially important, although possibly temporary, network
of semi natural spaces at the eastern end of Govan. Many of these sites are scheduled for
development in the short to medium term. However, there may be scope to enhance some
of these areas by appropriate planting on and between them, and potentially connected
across the Clyde to a similar disused space on the northern bank of the Clyde. Whilst
redevelopment of some or all of these spaces is likely, this need not result in total loss of their
biodiversity value. This should be linked with naturalisation of the river edge where possible
within the area, particularly in terms of opportunities offered by the decaying walls between
the shipyard and King George V Dock.
It is crucial that the development of the Grade A listed Graving Docks reflects their
importance in heritage terms, and maintains strong links with the waterfront through provision
of appropriate new civic and greenspace. This area should also be connected with the
existing community to ensure that local people have the opportunity to enjoy and experience
this newly reopened waterfront area.

35

Riverview Estate Environment. The public environment of the Riverview estate should be
improved to encourage greater levels of community use.

36

River Crossing or footbridge. In the medium to long term there should be investigation into
the potential for a river crossing, either by ferry or bridge. This would create a connection to
the Riverside Museum and the new developments at Glasgow Harbour.
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Govan Initiative, SNH,
Glasgow City Council,
FCS, Private Sector

L/L

Short term

Glasgow City Council,
Private sector
(developers), Govan
Reminiscence
Society, Govan
Initiative
Glasgow Housing
Association, Glasgow
City Council
Govan Initiative,
Glasgow City Council,
Private Sector

H/H

Medium term

H/M

Medium term

M/M

Long term

3.6. ACTION AREA 6: GLASGOW HARBOUR
Overview
3.6.1. The Glasgow Harbour action area extends from the edge of
Whiteinch / Clyde Tunnel to Yorkhill Quay and the SECC
(figure 3.6.1). Much of the area is riverside regeneration
land, but it also includes the existing communities of
Thornwood, Partick and Yorkhill to the north.
3.6.2. There have already been major changes to this area, with
the demolition of the Meadowside Granary buildings in 2001,
and removal of many of the buildings and infrastructure
assoc
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result, its traditional character and identity as a working
waterfront has already changed considerably. At the same
time, many areas which were previously inaccessible have
been opened up, and there is a much clearer visual
connection between the north and south banks of the Clyde.
Paragraph 3.6.8 below describes land use change in the
area in more detail.

Glasgow Harbour

Community and Health
3.6.4. At present, population density in the harbour area itself is
very low (Figure 3.6.2) as a result of its traditional use for
industry. In stark contrast, the communities to the immediate
north are highly populated as a result of their built character
and in particular the high proportion of tenements.

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.6.3. The regeneration of the area has included a focus on
achieving good pedestrian links to the West End by
providing a new bridge that connects with an upgraded
public transport interchange at Partick. Links to the Kelvin
Walkway and Kelvingrove Park are also important for the
area. The area will be connected with the city centre by a
new Fastlink bus service, prior to a LRT being financed and
ultimately constructed. The regeneration plans have
incorporated proposals for a continuous walkway along the
waterfront, which has been partly achieved to date and will
be completed as development extends further east and
west.
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3.6.5. The SIMD (Figure 3.6.3) shows the characteristics of the
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Compared to its neighbours (Govan to the south and
Whiteinch / Scotstoun / Yoker to the west) the area appears
to be relatively lacking in problems of social deprivation.
However, parts of the area, including some areas of
Thornwood and Yorkhill have some deprivation issues,
contrasting with the wealthy areas of Hyndland and
Dowanhill to their north.

123

3.6.6. Although the Glasgow Harbour area itself has no established
community, it is quickly becoming populated, forming a new
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future. To the north, Partick and the West End have a
number of established community groups, who could each
potentially play a role in the development of the green
network. The Friends of Glasgow West and the Glasgow
Conservation Trust West are community groups that focus
ont
hear
ea’
sher
i
t
age. I
nPar
t
i
c
k,t
heFr
i
endsoft
he
Mansfield Park are working to deliver improvements to a key
greenspace in the heart of their community. The Coachhouse Trust is also a key community group working within
the West End area.
3.6.7. Some key campaigns have recently taken place in the area,
which illustrate the importance people attach to their local
greenspaces. This includes the high profile campaign for
funding to restore the bandstand in Kelvingrove Park, and
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emerged in response to public safety concerns resulting
from a recent murder close to the Kelvin Walkway.

River Kelvin

3.6.9. At the confluence of the Kelvin and the Clyde a new
Riverside Museum is being constructed, and will form a focal
point for leisure activity. Associated with this, a new bridge
over the Kelvin is currently being constructed. Two further
new bridges over the Kelvin are planned in this location,
raising the need to maintain and provide new north-south
pedestrian access points. Further north Tesco has been
granted consent for a significant new retail development,
combined with mixed residential units, potentially
exacerbating problems with access to parts of the Kelvin
Walkway.

Land Use Change
3.6.8. Glasgow Harbour (Figure 3.6.4) is perhaps one of the most
ambitious regeneration projects on the Clyde - an investment
of around £1 billion in the redevelopment of 49 hectares of
land, stretching along 3km of the riverfront. The project
commenced in 2001 and will run for several years to come.
Hundreds of residential units have been constructed in the
past 5 years, and work is currently progressing on the
second phase of construction. It is expected that the area
will also accommodate retail, leisure and commercial
developments, particularly towards it eastern end.
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3.6.10. Figure 3.6.4 shows the current masterplan within the area.
This shows that the area has been the subject of
considerable development, and will continue to change
dramatically in the coming years. As well as demolition of
disused buildings, some open land will also be developed.
New spaces are being provided throughout the development
- it is estimated that around 42% of the total area will be
developed as new open space, with the riverside walkway
and cycleways extending through the area. However, the
pr
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spaces remains unclear at this stage, raising questions
about their function and value to both existing and new
communities.

3.6.12. In the heart of Partick, a large cricket pitch is primarily a
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within this densely developed area. Alongside the Kelvin
there is an important corridor of semi natural woodland at
Yorkhill, with some open land towards the southern end of
the river, and where it meets the Clyde. Part of this has
recently been developed for housing, with the remainder
being likely to change as a result of the Glasgow Harbour
development.

Green Network Profile
3.6.11. A review of the current Green Network profile (Figure 3.6.5)
shows that the area currently lacks usable open space,
particularly along the waterfront. Within the communities to
the north, much of the existing supply of space is provided
by housing and transport amenity areas. Mansfield Park in
Partick, classified an amenity area in the Green Network
dataset, is currently proposed for detailed redesign to
provide an important new civic space for the community in
combination with an improved football pitch. Dowanhill Park,
Cross Park and Thornwood Park are also important
community spaces. The latter has recently been reduced in
size, with the remaining area redesigned and benefiting from
new play equipment as a result of development of an
adjoining site for housing.
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Area Specific Objectives
been lost in terms of physical buildings and infrastructure,
and so there may be a role for further interpretation of the
past within thear
ea’
sgr
eenspac
es,i
nor
dert
ohel
pmai
nt
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n
a sense of civic identity and an appreciation of the way in
which the area has evolved over recent years.

3.6.13. The diagram (Figure 3.6.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Glasgow Harbour
area.

3.6.17. Theme 4 (Environmental Links) is potentially important within
this area, given its overall lack of natural or semi natural
space. However, there may be quite limited scope to build
better biodiversity links and so projects under this theme
could be difficult to achieve in some respects. The main
area of interest for biodiversity is the semi natural area at the
confluence of the Clyde and Kelvin. As much of this is within
the Glasgow Harbour development area, there will be a need
for mitigation measures which help to ensure that the natural
character of the Kelvin in particular is not significantly eroded
as a result of new development. This could be achieved by
working with Glasgow Harbour and Tesco within the area to
the west of the Kelvin.

3.6.14. The first theme of Planning and Development is of particular
relevance in this area. Much of the area has already
received planning consent, and has been designed to
incorporate a waterfront walkway and a series of open
spaces including a new linear park that acts as a buffer
between the Clydeside Expressway and the new residential
properties. Further east, however, the plans for the mixed
use components of the development around the Kelvin and
at Yorkhill Quay are presently at an earlier stage, providing
scopef
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plans for this area.
3.6.15. The second theme (Community and Health) is of interest
within the Glasgow Harbour, not least because of the speed
at which parts of the area are becoming populated. New
communities are already forming, and it is crucial that good
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to the north are established, if open space is to be shared
and the area as a whole is to provide wider benefits,
including the original aspirations to generate employment
through the regeneration process.

3.6.18. Transport and Access (Theme 5) are perhaps the most
significant issues with regard to this area. The development
masterplan has included proposals to link the area with the
City Centre and also to the improved Partick interchange. It
is important that access to the Green Network links into this
new network, and that where possible the provision of new
space or links between existing spaces is used to create a
greater feeling of cohesion between the new development
areas and the existing communities to the north. Given that
the mixed use development will attract people from further
afield, information and promotion of these services and their
position in relation to the green network will be beneficial.

3.6.16. Arts, Culture and Heritage (Theme 3) could be developed
further within this area, and it is expected that the new
Riverside Museum will form part of this process. However,
most of the industrial legacy of this part of the Clyde has
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3.6.19. The final theme of Economic Regeneration and Tourism has
considerable potential in terms of the role of the Green
Network within this area. The eastern end of the harbour
will, in particular, generate significant business and
commercial investment and result in employment. Further
east at the SECC a major new arena for events is being
planned. It would be beneficial to explore the role of open
space within the tourism product being offered by this part of
the area, and to identify the way in which the public realm
could stimulate high value investment as part of the
regeneration process.
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Figure 3.6.6
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37

At the western end of the area, there is scope to better connect the network of important parks and amenity
spaces to new spaces being established within the Glasgow Harbour development area, and the riverside
walkway. This would be beneficial for local residents, in both the existing communities and the new areas.
Key crossing points at Thornwood should be connected via signage and improved orientation, helping to
raise awareness of the proximity and accessibility of the area. The community should be consulted in order
to establish the most important connections and crossing points. The possibility of promoting circular health
walks on these routes could be explored further.
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The new linear park provided alongside the expressway could be improved by providing further planting,
thereby creating a new habitat link across part of the area. At present this area lacks a clear use, partly
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this space. Any further spaces provided within the developments could be designed more imaginatively in
order to encourage further benefits and ensure the area does not further fragment any existing habitat
networks. Within this action, care will be required to avoid creating a further barrier between new and
existing communities. Planting plans should also take into account potential safety issues arising from this
action. Scope for joint community involvement in planting schemes could be explored further to provide
added value from the process.
Partick interchange should be seen as a hub, from which the waterfront and the network of new and
existing Green Network spaces can be accessed. This could be achieved through signage, raising
awareness (e.g. underground poster campaign promoting local greenspaces), and ensuring that new
physical links take into account the Green Network. This could broaden the appeal and use of the area as a
leisure resource beyond the local community to ensure that Glasgow Harbour waterfront routes and spaces
become a widely enjoyed visitor attraction at a city-wide level.

39
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GCC,
Thornwood and
Broomhill
Communities,
Possible private
sector
assistance (e.g.
from McHargs),
Glasgow
Harbour
Glasgow
Harbour
GCC, FCS,
SNH, new and
existing
communities

M/L

Short
term

M/M

Short to
medium
term

SPT, GCC,
Glasgow City
Marketing
Bureau,
Glasgow
Harbour

H/H

Medium
term
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Connections northwards alongside the River Kelvin should be developed further in order to ensure that a
continuous green riverside link connecting with the Clyde is achieved. Where possible this should be
accompanied by habitat improvements to provide added environmental value, whilst at the same time
providing a safe link by allowing for natural surveillance as far as possible. Sufficient width should be
allowed to accommodate multiple users.
The provision of new civic space alongside the Riverside Museum should be given careful consideration to
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industrial heritage as a place specific theme. Developments on both sides of the Kelvin should turn to face
the Clyde as well as the Kelvin, and should include appropriate land use within the waterfront areas (e.g.
walkways, civic spaces, buildings with open vistas)
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GCC, SNH,
Friends of the
River Kelvin

M/M

Medium
to long
term

GCC, HLF,
Clyde
Waterfront,
Glasgow City
Marketing
Bureau,
Glasgow
Harbour

H/H

Medium
term
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3.7. ACTION AREA 7: SECC AND PACIFIC QUAY
Overview
3.7.5. The Clydeside Expressway provides vehicular access into
the SECC site but it also forms a significant barrier to
pedestrian and cycle access. This barrier is crossed by the
pedestrian and cycle bridge over both the railway line and
the Clydeside Expressway.

3.7.1. As shown in Figure 3.7.1, the SECC and Pacific Quay
action area comprises a zone both north and south of the
River Clyde. It extends from the Pumphouse Restaurant
and Graving Docks in the west and Finnieston Bridge in the
east.
3.7.2. The area is one of the key modern cultural centres on the
Clyde comprising the SECC Armadillo, Science Centre and
the new Digital Media Quarter. The area is strongly
connected to the river with two pedestrian bridges and
walkways along both banks. The Graving Docks, Princes
Dock and Titan Crane all reflect the older cultural
associations with the river that the area has.
3.7.3. On the south side of the site, Festival Park is the final
remaining element of the 1988 Glasgow Garden Festival. It
remains an important greenspace because of the relative
lack of formalised open spaces in the area.

Connectivity and Accessibility
The Armadillo at the SECC

3.7.4. There are a number of key transport links in the area both for
public and private transport. The Quality Bus Corridor on
Paisley Road West and the Exhibition Centre train station at
the SECC are the key public transport links in the area.
These will be complemented by the proposed Fastlink
Service when it is developed. Cessnock also provides
access to the area but there is no direct route from the
station to Pacific Quay.

Action Area 7: SECC and Pacific Quay

3.7.6. The north/south road access to the area will be improved by
the construction of the new bridge at Finnieston, due for
completion in late 2006.
3.7.7. The GCC water access study has proposed the provision of
a new pontoon at Pacific Quay alongside the existing access
at the SECC and use of the canting basin as a water feature
is also proposed.
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Community and Health
3.7.8. The lack of housing in the area means that the SECC and
Pacific Quay site is very sparsely populated. Figure 3.7.2
shows that the population density is almost zero. Locations
with low population densities tend to score badly in the SIMD
ranking, as shown by Figure 3.7.3.
3.7.9. There are no permanent communities located in the SECC
or Pacific Quay sites but the communities which neighbour
the areas include: Govan; Finnieston; Yorkhill; Ibrox;
Mavisbank; Kinning Park; and Cessnock.
3.7.10. The waterfront is highly accessible in this area but the
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may restrict the current levels of use.

Land Use Change

Science Centre

3.7.11. Land use change is illustrated in Figure 3.7.4. The SECC
and Pacific Quay area is one of the key development sites
on the Clyde Waterfront. Since the construction of the
‘
Ar
madi
l
l
o’
,t
he SECC has become an iconic part of
Gl
asgow’
sl
ands
c
ape.ThenewDi
gi
t
al
Medi
aQuar
t
erhas
attracted significant investment from the BBC and STV.
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the SECC). It will include the development of a new indoor
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square will be a major civic space in front of the SECC to
provide a better sense of arrival. It is also planned that the
square will act as a part time car park providing extra parking
spaces for major events, potentially including the
Commonwealth Games in 2014 if they are held in Glasgow.

3.7.12. There are also development plans for the south east of the
Pacific Quay site and the Elphinstone Sustainable Village to
the west of the SECC site. In both cases these will reduce
the quantity of open space but they provide the opportunity
to create higher quality, usable green spaces. Developing
pedestrian and cycle access to the site across the railway
line and expressway on the west of the site is an issue that
has not yet been resolved.
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3.7.14. The other major development that will impact on the site is
the new Finnieston Bridge. It will connect Finnieston Street
with Govan Road when it is completed in late 2006.
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Green Network Profile
3.7.15. The green network dataset for this area (Figure 3.7.5)
shows that there is a relatively small amount of open space
located close to the riverside. Kelvingrove Park is the
largest open space in the area, providing access and
recreational opportunities for a number of communities. The
park is currently not well connected with the Clyde despite its
relatively close proximity. In the medium term it is likely that
the park will be connected to the Clyde along the side of the
Kelvin. The Clydeside Express Way and railway line form a
significant barrier to access to the north of the SECC and
there is little scope to improve this situation.
3.7.16. Pacific Quay has good links to the Clyde and there is a
range of publicly accessible open space. The area is
currently hard landscaped which reduces its attractiveness.
Much of the current open space adjacent to the river is
needed as event-space for the various events that take
place on the Clyde. This necessitates a hard landscape,
reducing the opportunities for greenspace.
3.7.17. A new park space will be developed at the SECC beside the
BBC Headquarters which will provide a small amount of
greenspace in the area.
3.7.18. The Pacific Quay site links closely with Festival Park, the
most significant park and open space in the southern part of
the Action Area. The park is not easily accessible to the
public because it only has two entrance points. Other
entrances have been made at various locations through the
wire fencing which surrounds the park, but there is scope to
increase this further.
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Area Specific Objectives
3.7.22. The‘
Ar
t
s,Cul
t
ur
eandHer
i
t
age’t
hemei
ss
t
r
ongl
y
represented in the area. There are a number of important
historic structures in the area: the Titan Crane, the Rotundas
and the Graving Dock. These are complemented by more
recent iconic structures such as the SECC Armadillo; the
Glasgow Science Centre; and the new Finnieston Bridge.
These iconic structur
esr
epr
esentbot
hGl
asgow’
spastand
the way it is shaping itself for the future. The strong cultural
associations in the area should continue to be linked with the
greenspace network.

3.7.19. The diagram (Figure 3.7.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the SECC and Pacific
Quay area.
3.7.20. The‘
Pl
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ngandDev
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’t
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soneoft
hemost
important elements in providing access to the Clyde and
open spaces in the area. The extensive development along
the Clyde at the SECC and Pacific Quay which has taken
place since the Glasgow Garden Festival in 1988 has
completely changed the riverscape. The developments in
the area will continue with the development of the
Elphinstone Sustainable Village and the continued
developments around Pacific Quay. The plans for these
developments are well advanced so there is likely to be
limited scope to influence how greenspace is provided within
them at this stage.

3.7.23. The‘
Env
i
r
onment
alLi
nks’t
hemehasasmal
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r
el
evance in
this area. Some areas of natural/semi-natural greenspace
will be lost through new developments which will occur in the
coming years but these mostly comprise sites of derelict
land. Much of the new space that has been created is civic
space with minimal ecological benefit.
3.7.24. Theme 5, Transport and Access has been an important
element of the design in the Action Area. Access between
the northern and southern parts of the site is gained across
two pedestrian bridges. The development of Glasgow
Harbour to the west of the site on the northern bank will help
to increase the connectivity along the riverbank, as will the
development of the Graving Docks to the west of the south
bank. The proposed Fastlink Service will also increase the
accessibility of the site, a benefit which needs to be
promoted strongly in the area.

3.7.21. The second theme (Community and Health) has a role to
play in this area. There are already active community
groups in the area such as the Friends of the River Kelvin
that are active in the community. It is important that existing
communities, and those yet to be established in the area,
are encouraged to connect with the waterfront. Both banks
of the river are accessible to the communities around them
and greenspace projects may present an opportunity to
i
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3.7.25. The‘
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the key elements of the Action Area. The SECC and
Glasgow Science Centre are key attractions in the area and
bring significant economic benefits. There has also been
significant investment in the Digital Media Quarter and
continued investment in mixed use developments such as
the Elphinstone Sustainable Village. As noted above, much
of the planning and development for these projects has
already been undertaken. However, it is important to ensure
that the green and civic spaces in the area continue to
contribute to the overall attractiveness of the area to ensure
i
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Figure 3.7.6
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The SECC and Pacific Quay area provides one of the few locations along the River Clyde
which are well connected for pedestrian access on the north and south banks. The major
developments and redevelopments on both sides of the river will help to create a civic space
which gives local populations and visitors to the area easy access to the river. It is important
that this area is well connected with the surrounding areas to help to create a contiguous
pedestrian and cycle network along this section of the Clyde. The earliest stage of this
process should be to complete the walkway between the BBC and SMG to provide a
continuous link on the south side of the river.
Links to and from Festival Park should be reinforced, both through physical improvements
and signage, and through wider awareness raising. It would be particularly useful to promote
the space as a key resource that can be used by communities on the north side of the river,
as well as those on the south. It would also benefit from more entrance points which could
develop the park as a green route from Cessnock subway station to the Science Centre. This
connection could also be used to improve the Bells Bridge-Pollok Cycle Route.
There is no direct connection between the SECC site and Kelvingrove Park despite the
distance being relatively short. The connection between the two areas could be improved
with signage and public realm development that could help direct people to and from each
area.
The Grade A listed of the Graving Docks reflects their importance in heritage terms, and
maintains strong links with the waterfront through provision of appropriate new civic and
greenspace. This area should be connected with the existing, and future, communities to
ensure the area is used and enjoyed.
The Arrival Square at the SECC should contain a strong green element to increase the
attractiveness of the area. It is important that the hard landscape of the area is softened by
greenspace, particularly because of the significant construction projects that are going to take
place in the area in the medium term.
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The Titan Crane at the site is an iconic image of Glasgow but it is currently underutilised as a
public space. The area around the crane could be developed as a public space to attract
people to the area and provide open and greenspace for the communities located close by in
Finnieston and at Lancefield Quay.
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3.8. ACTION AREA 8: LANCEFIELD AND
SPRINGFIELD QUAYS
Overview
3.8.1. This area spans the river, including the part of Finnieston
and Lancefield Quay on the north, and extending into
Kinning Park on the south side (Figure 3.8.1).
3.8.2. Tr
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heritage, acting as a cargo arrival point. The area includes
Anderston Quay, lying between the Kingston Bridge and
Lancef
i
el
dQuay.Thear
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he
Stobcross Crane, which today forms and important
landmark. The area currently has a mix of land uses with
some established and new resident communities, and a
large proportion of commercial and warehouse
accommodation. On the south side of the river, the Quay
Leisure Park forms an important land use. Social housing
areas are provided south of Mavisbank on the south side
and Anderston to the north.

Springfield Quay and Finnieston

3.8.4. The area can presently be accessed by train via Exhibition
Centre Station on the northern side of the expressway.
Bel
l
’
sBr
i
dgei
sani
mpor
t
antpedestrian and cycle connection
across the river, and this is set to be complemented by the
construction of a new road bridge designed to improve
access to Pacific Quay, and a potential further pedestrian
bridge linking Anderston Quay with Springfield Quay.

Connectivity and Accessibility

3.8.5. Parts of the river are accessible; there being footpaths along
the full extent of the northern waterfront. To the south the
situation is more fragmented, with riverside access being
achievable within the leisure park, but restricted in the more
residential parts of Mavisbank Quay as a result of the
communi
t
y
’
sc
oncer
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i
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homes.

3.8.3. The area is located close to a number of major roads,
including the M8 and Kingston Bridge and the Clydeside
Expressway. These form key barriers that enclose the area
and effectively separate it from nearby communities and the
City Centre. This could be exacerbated by the construction
of the Clyde Fastlink, forming a further east-west linear
transport connection.
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Community and Health
3.8.6. Figure 3.8.2 shows the density of residents within the area
in 2001. This picture will have recently undergone significant
change as the areas close to the riverside have been
redeveloped. This also illustrates the relatively high density
of the established communities of Anderston and Finnieston,
to the north of Lancefield Quay, and the relatively dispersed
population within the mixed use areas that extend from
Mavisbank and Springfield Quays into Govan.
3.8.7. The SIMD data for the area (Figure 3.8.3) shows that there
are potentially high concentrations of social deprivation
within the area. However, this profile is changing rapidly,
and the SIMD should be interpreted with caution given the
low numbers of people living within parts of the area at the
time of the 2001 census. Notwithstanding this, there are
communities within and living close to the action area with
significant needs arising from their social exclusion.

Mavisbank Quay

Land Use Change

3.8.8. Probably as a result of the traditional lack of residents within
this area, there appears to be relatively little in the way of
past or ongoing community development and action projects.
Scope for connecting new communities within the dense
residential development areas with those living in
neighbouring areas should be explored further in the coming
years to ensure that a sustainable and cohesive community
emerges from the redevelopment process. Key
stakeholders could include the Sanctuary Housing
Association, which recently took on responsibility for much of
the social housing in Anderston.

Action Area 8: Lancefield and Springfield Quays

3.8.9. This area has undergone major change in recent years, with
the construction of high density residential development on
the north side of the river, and provision of a leisure park at
Springfield Quay. Work at Lancefield Quay has amounted to
an investment of around £42 million by the private sector,
creating a large new community in an area that previously
had very few residents as a result of its industrial use. It is
proposed that this is complemented by new commercial and
leisure uses to create a mixed use development.
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3.8.10. Improvements have been made to the public realm, with
creation of a greater sense of enclosure within the
streetscape and improving road crossings at key locations.
The City Plan emphasises the commitment to contributing to
the Green Network in this area, by maintaining linear
waterfront space, a Local Development Strategy for
Finnieston, Anderston and Springfield has been prepared
but not yet taken forward. A lighting / public art strategy is
proposed for the area, extending the strategy that has been
developed for the Kingston Bridge. Links with the adjoining
SECC and the City Centre are also recognised as crucial.

Green Network Profile
3.8.13. Figure 3.8.5 shows the Green Network within this action
area. Perhaps unsurprisingly given its city centre location,
this appears to be largely limited to housing, institutional and
roadside amenity space. Festival Park lies to the immediate
west of the area, providing a key potential shared resource
for communities on the north and south sides of the river,
although it is a significant difference from many of the homes
within the area.

3.8.11. The area is also recognised as a crucial part of the tourism
and leisure role of the River. There are approved outline
plans by Heron City Leisure Group to expand the leisure
uses of Springfield Quay, including a casino (close to
completion), hotel (construction has recently commenced),
car park and improved Clyde Walkway. The City Plan notes
that the feasibility of water based tourist and leisure
attractions such as a floating bar or restaurant should be
investigated further. The site will also incorporate some new
residential units
3.8.12. Mavisbank Quay to the west of Springfield Quay has also
been redeveloped for residential use. It is intended that this
will help to build a new gateway to the communities to the
south of the river, and to re-establish closer links with the
river itself.

New road bridge to Finnieston
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Area Specific Objectives
3.8.17. Theme 3 (Arts, Heritage and Culture) could be developed
further within this area, particularly in terms of the
interpreting the river heritage associated with the quays, and
ensur
i
ngt
hatwher
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soft
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history, are retained and celebrated. The nearby Finnieston
Crane (within Action Area 7) provides an example of the way
in which this can help to maintain a sense of identity. This
respect for the riverside location should be carried through to
the smaller scale resources and features within any plans for
open space and access improvements. At present it appears
that these resources may be being overlooked, with the
remains of the old ferry to be removed as a result of the
construction of the Fastlink. The Kingston Halls and Public
Library on Paisley Road is a significant historic building in
Kinning Park, but is currently in use as a hostel.

3.8.14. The diagram (Figure 3.8.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Lancefield and
Springfield Quays area.
3.8.15. The first theme of Planning and Development is perhaps the
most important within this area, given the scale of land use
change that has occurred in the past few years, and will
continue in the foreseeable future. This provides both
opportunities and challenges for the Green Network, creating
a higher density of mixed land use that reduces available
space within the area, but also providing new spaces and
riverside access as an integral part of the development. It is
important that any new linear and wider open space
provision recognises the wider aims of the Green Network
and seeks to contribute to this strategic framework. This
means there is a need to provide new space within further
developments in the area, and to make best use of the
limited resources that are already available.

3.8.18. The fourth theme (Environmental Links) is a lower priority
within this area overall, given its relatively central location,
the lack of existing open space and the shortfall in provision
of any new green space as part of current development
proposals. Scope to provide new habitats is likely to be
limited to improvements to the shoreline and the river itself,
but coul
dnever
t
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within the network. Plans to create a stepped terrace onto
the Clyde at Lancefield Quay could deliver environmental
benefits associated with the naturalisation of the river edge.
Similarly, naturalising s
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spaces would provide limited benefits in their own right, but
should help to reduce fragmentation of the Green Network
as a whole. Works associated with the Fastlink could also be
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3.8.16. Theme 2 (Community and Health) is less relevant at present
within this area, although like many other action areas it is
important that the Green Network plays a role in connecting
new residents with the surrounding existing communities and
their associated services and facilities. In particular, the
substantial new communities that are being created will
require to new services and facilities to meet their needs.
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3.8.19. Theme 5 (Transport and Access) is significant within this
area. The public transport and roads networks provide
important nodes for accessing the area, but also act as
barriers in key locations, such as the east-west barrier
formed by the expressway and railway line to the north of
Lancefield Quay, and the inhospitable pedestrian
environment where the streetscape is dominated by the M8
and Kingston Bridge. This makes access to Anderston
Station particularly difficult for those approaching it from the
action area. The Fastlink route will result in the loss of two
lanes of roadspace on Lancefield and Anderston Quay.
Access along the waterfront and pedestrian links within and
out from the area are therefore important.
3.8.20. The final theme of Economic Development and Tourism
coul
dbedevel
opedf
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t
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t
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eenNet
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k
spaces, particularly in terms of riverside access and
connections between key leisure attractions (existing and
planned), and the city centre.
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Figure 3.8.6
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There is a need to ensure that the accessible riverside linear spaces are connected with the communities to
the north of Lancefield Quay, especially Finnieston where open space is limited, and the river has the
potential to offer new opportunities for outdoor recreation. Where possible this should be linked with
provision of space within the new development areas, as well as linear links on the waterfront and
connect
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improving the environment of the area under the Kingston Bridge, links to Anderston Station and the City
Centre could also be significantly improved. This will help to connect new and existing communities and
facilities, and to realise the visitor and leisure potential of this important waterfront area.
Links to and from Festival Park should be reinforced, both through physical improvements and signage, and
through wider awareness raising. It would be particularly useful to promote the space as a key resource that
can be used by communities on the north side of the river, as well as those on the south.
Continuous riverside access should be actively promoted throughout this area. At present, some areas can
be accessed, whilst in others there is resistance to public access. There is a need to overcome this through
further negotiations with local people. Creation of a more transparently managed hierarchy of spaces, from
public, through semi private to private, could help to clarify rights, achieving a linear waterfront link without
reducing the ameni
t
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plans and ensure that new sections of the walkway are connected with those that already exist or are
planned. Where possible linear riverside space should also be naturalised to contribute to the city wide
biodiversity link provided by the Clyde.
At Springfield Quay, it is important to riverside linear space is retained and connected to the surrounding
areas. Opportunities for new waterside civic space with accompanying leisure uses are being considered
and should be taken further within the context of the Green Network as a whole. Added value could be
provided by setting new spaces within their heritage context.

Action Area 8: Lancefield and Springfield Quays

162

GCC,
private sector
(developers)

M/L

Short term

GCC, SPT

H/M

Short term

GCC,
Residents

H/H

Medium
term

GCC, private
sector
(developer)

H/M

Medium
term

3.9. ACTION AREA 9: IFSD AND TRADESTON
Overview
3.9.1. This Action Area covers the Broomielaw/IFSD area of the
city centre between the Kingston Bridge and Central Station
(Figure 3.9.1). The area has become a major centre for
investment in recent years and has become known as the
International Financial Services District (IFSD). The IFSD is
public/private partnership which will see over £600m of
investment in the infrastructure of the area.
3.9.2. To the south of the river, the area also covers Tradeston.
Tradeston was developed in the 17th century as the location
of‘
Tr
adeHouses
’orwar
ehouses
.Thel
andus
ehas
changed very little since that time with the majority of activity
on the site revolving around warehouse type industry and
sales. The action area is bounded on the west side by the
Kingston Bridge, on the east by Commerce Street and to the
south by the future extension of the M74. The simple road
grid system is only interrupted by the Riverview housing
development on the bank of the Clyde. The grid system and
the large warehouse type buildings that are found in the area
have left little space for greenspace in the action area.
3.9.3. The area has a long standing tradition of interaction with the
Clyde. It was a major merchant centre in the 19th century,
the remnants of which can still be seen in some of the very
large warehouse buildings located close to the waters edge.
3.9.4. More recently it has become an important employment
centre with organisations such as Scottish Enterprise and BT
utilising the major new office spaces which have been
created. There has also been a major investment in the
public realm and streetscape in the area in recent years.
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3.9.9. The area also scores poorly in the SIMD ranking as shown in
Figure 3.9.3. As discussed in previous sections, areas with
very low populations tend to score poorly in the SIMD
rankings so this result should be viewed with caution.

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.9.5. The area is built in a grid system with roads lying
perpendicular to Broomielaw which runs parallel to the river.
The traffic infrastructure of the area is dominated by the
Kingston Bridge to the west and the King George V Bridge
and rail bridge to central station to the east. The area
currently has very high traffic flows through much of the day.
The traffic pressure in the area may be reduced by the new
Finnieston Bridge, due to be completed in autumn 2006.

Land Use Change
3.9.10. The major land uses in the area are commercial –office
space, shops and hotel space. Much of the investment in
the area has focused on creating a high quality environment
for businesses to utilise. Therefore much of the derelict of
temporary space has been, or will be used for construction
projects.

3.9.6. National Cycle Route 75 runs along Clyde Street into the city
centre although it is disjointed because it moves from road to
off-road in various locations. The river can be accessed from
pontoons at the Broomielaw.

3.9.11. The proposed new footbridge between Broomielaw/IFSD
and Tradeston will have an impact on the accessibility of the
area from the south of the river. Access to this major
employment and services centre is likely to be particularly
important as the population of Tradeston increases as the
proposed residential developments are completed.

3.9.7. The Tradeston area is a major focus for through traffic on the
south side of Glasgow. A one way traffic system helps to
move the significant levels of traffic which exit the King
George V and Kingston Bridges on the east and west of the
area. The waterfront at the Riverview housing development
provides pedestrian access between the Springfield Quay
area to the west

3.9.12. The proposed Fastlink Bus route will pass along Clyde
Street increasing the width of the carriageway and removing
some of the narrow strip of amenity greenspace on the
Clydeside between the Kingston Bridge and the Gala
Casino.

Community and Health
3.9.8. As would be expected, Figure 3.9.2 shows a very low
population density in the Action Area, predominantly
because much of the area is in commercial use. This also
shows that there is a very small resident population in the
Tradeston area. The only area with any significant
population is the riverside housing area in the northwest of
the site.
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3.9.13. The most significant land use changes that will have an
impact on the Tradeston area are the new pedestrian bridge
on the Clyde, the M74 extension and the Clyde Place mixed
development proposals. The M74 extension will significantly
change the landscape of the area with the removal of some
existing buildings
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3.9.14. The Clyde Place proposals would see the construction of
over 900 residential units and a range of other mixed use
commercial developments. There are also proposals for
other flatted developments at Cook Street/West Street and
Wallace Street/Tradeston Street that will total 370 new
residential units. Many of the other blocks in the area are
zoned for similar density construction although listed
buildings in the area will cause some constraints.

3.9.18. Figure 3.9.5 also shows that there are very few
greenspaces within the Tradeston area. There is a limited
amount of amenity open space associated with the
Riverview flats on the waterfront and some amenity space
along the slip-road from the Kingston Bridge. The rest of the
action area is almost completely devoid of open space
because of the nature of the land use and activity in the
area. There is limited scope for this to change in the
foreseeable future as the redevelopment of Clyde Place will
result in further relatively high density development.

3.9.15. These developments would significantly change the social
and cultural dynamics of the area by introducing a resident
population into an area that has previously been very
sparsely populated.

Green Network Profile
3.9.16. The green network shown in Figure 3.9.5 indicates that
there is a very small amount of greenspace in the Action
Zone. The narrow strip of greenspace on the Clydeside
forms part of the cycle route through the area but part of this
will be lost when the development of the Fastlink service is
undertaken.
3.9.17. There are some small pockets of amenity greenspace
located on Argyle Street (mostly associated with the Marriot
Hotel) and the one semi-natural greenspace shown on the
green network map has been developed.
Disused waterfront area
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Area Specific Objectives
3.9.22. Theme 3 (Arts, Culture and Heritage) is currently not well
developed in the area. The recent public realm
improvements in the IFSD have included the installation of
some public art. There should be further scope to install art
as part of the further development of the IFSD which will
include the new pedestrian footbridge link to Tradeston.

3.9.19. The diagram below (Figure 3.9.6) shows the key objectives
for the action area. These objectives apply the thematic
objectives identified in the previous section of this report within
the specific setting of the Broomielaw and Tradeston area.
3.9.20. The Planning and Development theme is important on both
sides of the river. There continues to be significant
investment in the IFSD as one of the flagship business
zones of Glasgow. This has seen a range of new
construction projects and significant investment in the public
realm of the area. In Tradeston, major developments such
as the new pedestrian bridge, M74 extension and Clyde
Place development will significantly alter the character of the
area. Although the scope to influence existing plans for the
area may be limited, it is important that any future
developments help to create greenspaces that form close
connections with the waterfront to allow the planned
population to go outdoors in their neighbourhood.

3.9.23. The Environmental Links theme is currently not well
developed within the area. There is very little open space
which provides ecological interest other than the Clyde itself.
The majority of the gap sites in the area will be filled by
construction projects so the scope for the development of
this theme is limited. SUDS schemes may have a role to
play in this area because of the significant level of
construction planned within it.
3.9.24. The Transport and Access theme is of high importance in
this action area. There are significant medium term plans to
improve the transport infrastructure in the area with the
development of the new Tradeston Bridge and the Clyde
Fastlink bus service. These will both make the area more
accessible but will impact on the amount of open space
available. The Clyde Fastlink may even act as another
barrier between the Clyde and the working population in the
area. Any new developments, particularly those that may
reduce the level of greenspace in the area, need to be
constructed in a way that ensures the quality of the
remaining greenspace is maintained and enhanced.

3.9.21. Community and Health has a lesser importance than in
some other action areas. There is a very low population in
the zone, therefore the scope to develop community based
initiatives involving existing residents may be limited.
However, there is a significant population of workers in the
area that could be better engaged with the Clyde and
developing greater use and ownership of the limited
greenspace resources available. In the future when the
population of the area increases, (particularly within
Tradeston) this theme will become more important. It is
therefore important to anticipate population growth, by
developing community links with the waterfront and the open
spaces in the area that adequately meet the needs of the
resident population.
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3.9.25. The new pedestrian bridge will form an important connection
over the Clyde for the new communities at Clyde Place in
particular. It is important that this sustainable transport
option is promoted particularly because of the links it will
provide between the increasingly residential Tradeston area,
and the Broomielaw and wider City Centre.
3.9.26. Economic Regeneration and Tourism is a key theme for the
action area. The IFSD is one of the major business
investment areas on the Clyde. The aim of the £600m
investment is to develop the IFSD into a major financial
services district. This investment needs to continue to be
complemented by the installation of high quality open spaces
and public art in the area to help ensure the attractiveness of
the area is enhanced.
3.9.27. The current plans for regeneration will significantly alter the
character and dynamics of the area. It is important to try and
ensure these changes, including those to the green network,
have a positive impact on all of Tradeston and the
communities which surround it.
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Figure 3.9.6
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The development of the new Tradeston Bridge will offer an opportunity to reinvigorate the
waterfront at the IFSD. Any renewal should encourage use of the area by improving site
lines and the overall quality of the area.
There is currently a lack of interaction between the areas of the river which are accessible
and the buildings which are located in the IFSD. The barrier Broomielaw creates is a
significant factor in this. The new Fastlink service could exacerbate this problem. It is
therefore important that consideration is given to pedestrian access across the Fastlink lane
when it is developed.
At present some areas of the walkway along the Clyde are semi-private and there may be
some resistance to public access. There is a need to overcome this through further
negotiations with local people.
New developments should build continuous access along the riverfront into their plans and
ensure that new sections of the walkway are conynected with those that already exist or are
planned. Where possible linear riverside space should be naturalised to contribute to the city
wide biodiversity link provided by the Clyde
There is a need to anticipate the development of Tradeston by providing new greenspace as
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GCC. Scottish
Enterprise, Sustrans

MM

Medium term

GCC. Scottish
Enterprise, Sustrans,
SPT?

H/M

Short to medium
term

GCC, Sustrans

H/H

Medium term

GCC, private sector
(developer)

H/H

Medium term

GCC, developers

M/M

Short term

3.10. ACTION AREA 10: CLYDE STREET AND
LAURIESTON
Overview
3.10.6. The waterfront is directly accessible in this area, forming a
linear space. However, it is also dissected by major cross
river road links and in places access to the riverside is less
attractive as a result of road and personal safety issues.
There are no pedestrian crossings at Albert Bridge and
Victoria Bridge on the south side of the river.

3.10.1. This action area lies between Central Station to the west,
and Crown Street / Saltmarket to the east. It spans the river,
extending northwards towards George Square and
southwards into the Gorbals to Laurieston (Figure 3.10.1)
3.10.2. The area is primarily in use for business and retail, and
includes two of Glasgow’
skeys
hoppi
ngst
r
eet
s–Argyle
St
r
eetandBuchananSt
r
eet
.St
.Enoch’
sShopping Centre is
situated in the centre of the northern part of the area.
Gl
asgow’
sHi
ghCour
tandSher
i
f
fCour
taccountf
ormaj
or
land uses in the area. The College of Nautical Studies is
located on the eastern side of the area and the City Mosque
is another important landmark.
3.10.3. The Saltmarket and area around it are some of the oldest
parts of the city, and the Merchant City has undergone major
regeneration over the past two decades.

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.10.4. The area includes the major public transport nodes of
Central and Queen Street Station and is close to Buchanan
Street Bus Station. There are several low level train stations
and underground stations also providing access to and from
the area.

South Portland Street Bridge

3.10.5. In terms of the road infrastructure, Clyde Street provides a
crucial east-west riverside route.
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Community and Health

Land Use Change

3.10.7. Figure 3.10.2 showst
hedi
s
t
r
i
but
i
onoft
hear
ea’
sr
esi
dent
population. Although the city centre has been repopulated
in recent years, particularly as a result of redevelopment of
the Merchant City, it remains sparsely populated as a result
of its primary role as a retail and commercial zone.

3.10.11. The area is undergoing significant change at present as a
result of a number of projects. A regeneration masterplan
for Laurieston was prepared in 2005, and aims to transform
the area into a liveable and vibrant community through
mixed use development. The plans extend the benefits
already provided by the successful regeneration of the
Crown Street area to the east of the action area, and
include an emphasis on building stronger links to the river
and beyond it to the city centre. The Nautical College was
also redeveloped in 2004 to provide new campus facilities.

3.10.8. Figure 3.10.3 shows the SIMD covering the area. This is a
relatively broad measure of the social characteristics of the
area, given its limited extent, and should be interpreted
with caution particularly by considering possible high levels
of deprivation in relation to very low population density.
However, this does highlight the relatively high levels of
deprivation in the Laurieston area, to the south of the river.

3.10.12. On the northern bank within this area, the main focus for
land use change in the coming years will be Customhouse
Quay where a £200 million project is planned. This
includes residential and commercial uses, housing for key
workers, a new civic space and use of the riverfront area
and new pontoons for formal and informal leisure activities.
This development was recently granted planning consent
by Glasgow City Council. Other developments in the area
include major new retail and leisure facilities.

3.10.9. The Laurieston area is part of the wider Gorbals area, and
has therefore been the subject of considerable community
support as a result of the numerous area initiatives that
seek to address social exclusion. This includes extensive
work by the Gorbals Initiative and the New Gorbals
Housing Association as part of the ongoing and
widespread regeneration of the area. The Gorbals Healthy
Living Network is located on the edge of the area itself, and
to the south of the area the Roots project has been
undertaking work with asylum seekers living within the
area.
3.10.10. Manyoft
hear
ea’
scommuni
t
yi
ni
t
i
at
i
veshavef
ocus
edon
social inclusion and employment, but have also extended
to cover the physical environment by promoting
involvement in regeneration processes. The Gorbals Arts
Project (GAP) is also a local initiative that promotes social
interaction and skills development as an integral part of its
r
emi
t
,andhassoughtt
or
ei
nf
or
cet
hear
ea’
si
dent
i
t
yandi
t
s
relationship with the riverside in its various commissions.
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Green Network Profile
3.10.13. A review of the Green Network within this area (Figure
3.10.5) shows that there is a very limited supply of space
available locally. On the north side of the river, the area
has only civic space, with the pedestrianised areas of
Argyle Street and Buchanan Street, and George Square
lying just beyond the northern boundary.
3.10.14. On the south side of the river there is extensive space,
primarily around the high rise flats within Laurieston. There
are some small spaces on the immediate waterfront which
together form a partially complete green corridor. Small
amenity spaces around the ar
ea’
si
nst
i
t
ut
i
onsal
so
contribute to the overall supply of local space. Within the
Merchant City, there is virtually no open space available,
as a result of the dense nature of its traditional built form.
The shortfall in space within the area can be partly
explained by its proximity to Glasgow Green to the
immediate east.
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Area Specific Objectives
3.10.18. Theme 3 (Arts, Culture and Heritage), links closely with the
sixth theme, and provides considerable scope to also
deliver community benefits. This is a historic part of the
waterfront, but is also undergoing a process of
transformation that could useful focus attention on the past,
present and future relationship between the Clyde and the
City Centre. Lighting projects and work by local community
arts projects are already being used to enliven the river in
this location. Further heritage interpretation work which
builds on the interests of those working in the Merchant
City could help with achieving greater orientation within the
emerging green network within this area.

3.10.15. The diagram (Figure 3.10.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the City Centre action
area.
3.10.16. The first theme of Planning and Development is currently
of particular relevance to this area. There is a need to
ensure thatpl
ansf
orCust
om Hous
eQuay,St
.Enoc
h’
s
East and Laurieston regeneration area take into account
the existing Green Network, and build improved links to
and across the river via these open spaces. In particular
the suspension bridge and Buchanan Street offer scope for
the creation of a new potential north to south axis, that
continues onto the south side of the river. Developer
liaison will be required to achieve this in a co-ordinated
way.

3.10.19. Theme 4, Environmental Links, is perhaps less relevant
wi
t
hi
nt
hi
sar
ea,wher
emostspac
esar
e‘
har
dl
ands
c
api
ng’
or open space with very limited natural heritage interest.
Whilst it would be inappropriate to attempt to naturalise the
ar
ea’
sspac
es,i
twi
l
lbei
mpor
t
antt
or
ecogni
set
hegr
een
link that the Clyde itself provides, and to ensure that land
use on the riverfront complements this as far as possible.

3.10.17. Theme 2 Community and Health is particularly important in
terms of the composition and needs of the community of
Laurieston. This area has already prepared a masterplan
for redevelopment in collaboration with the local
community, that emphasises the needs for better links into
and out of the community. Other initiatives have sought to
makemor
eoft
hear
ea’
sl
ocat
i
oncl
oset
ot
heCl
yde.
Greenspace can help to fulfil these aims, and can provide
added value where initiatives specifically involve local
people in connecting and improving spaces. There may
also be scope for local health projects to make use of the
ar
ea’
schangi
ngs
paces
,t
her
ebyst
i
mul
at
i
ngf
ur
t
heruse
and reducing concerns about their safety.
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3.10.20. Theme 5, Transport and Access raises issues, particularly
i
nt
er
msofensur
i
ngt
hatt
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t
ycent
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t
nodes provide access to the Green Network. There is also
likely to be enhanced access to the river itself achieved as
a result of the Waterspace Strategy and new developments
including Custom House Quay. This will provide an
invaluable opportunity to reanimate the river in this area,
thereby improving perceptions of safety within the crucial
Green Network spaces that are located along the riverside.
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3.10.21. The final theme (Economic Development and Tourism) has
considerable potential to be fulfilled by the Green Network
within this area, given the overall emphasis on tourism
within the City Centre, and the invaluable opportunity a
network of linked spaces would provide to access the
Clyde Waterfront. Many other cities have founded their
tourism product on their riverside, suggesting that a project
pr
omot
i
ngt
hecul
t
ur
alandl
ei
sur
euseoft
hear
ea’
s
riverside spaces would not be unrealistic.
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Figure 3.10.6
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57

There is a need to ensure that new spaces provided within the redevelopment of Customhouse
Quay are appropriate in terms of level of new provision, and are well linked to key axes including
the suspension bridge and Buchanan Street.

GCC, private
sector
(developers)

H/H

58

Connections to new space on the riverside should be established, following the key axis of
Buchanan Street to ensure north –south connections to the river are improved. This will help to
draw visitors to new leisure resources on the riverside. Connections from key transport nodes
should also form a focus for promotion of the City Centre components of the Green Network.

GCC, Glasgow
City Marketing
Bureau,
possible private
sector sponsors

H/H
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TheSt
.Enoch’
sEastdev
el
opmentshoul
dai
mt
or
e-orientate this important shopping and
leisure area back towards the waterfront, potentially by providing new connected civic spaces
that help orientate users and emphasise their links to the Clyde.
The Laurieston Masterplan and its implementation should ensure that new space provided has a
close relationship with the Clyde by providing visual and access links. Work should be
undertaken with the community to explore the role of these new spaces in terms of improving
health and reinforcing cultural heritage and civic identity associated with the river.
Carlton Place Gardens are currently closed a safety precaution due to the condition of the
quayside. These should be reopened as a priority and linked with wider Green Network via
waterfront linear connections, signage etc.

GCC, private
sector
(developers)
GCC, Gorbals
Initiative,

M/M

Short term process
for application,
continuing into the
longer term as
development
progresses
Medium term,
following completion
of key
developments/
provision of new
spaces
Medium term

H/M

Medium term

GCC

M/M

Medium term

60

61

Action Area 10: Clyde Street and Laurieston

186

3.11. ACTION AREA 11: GLASGOW GREEN
Overview
3.11.1. Gl
asgowGr
eeni
sGl
as
gow’
sol
des
tpar
k,l
ocat
edcl
oset
o
the historic centre of the city. Its location adjacent to the
river traditionally characterised it as a drying green for
shared use by the surrounding communities. It is the largest
park in the study area, and the most significant urban
greenspace directly connected with the river (Figure 3.11.1).
3.11.2. The space became a more formalised public park towards
the end of the 19th century. As well as providing the setting
f
ort
hePeopl
e’
sPal
ac
eandi
t
swi
nt
ergar
dens,i
thassever
al
historic monuments, including a tall obelisk commemorating
Nelson, the McLennan Arch and the recently restored
terracotta Doulton Fountain.
3.11.3. The space accommodates a variety of uses, including sports
pitches, a football centre, a play village and play area, and a
network of lit paths. The Green is also regularly used for a
numberoft
heci
t
y’
sev
ent
s,f
i
r
ewor
ksdi
s
pl
ay
sandc
oncer
t
s.
The park is patrolled by a ranger service and is home to
three Clydesdale Horses.

Glasgow Green

Connectivity and Accessibility
3.11.4. Glasgow Green is located at the eastern end of the study
area to the north of the River Clyde and the Gorbals, to the
south and west of Calton and Bridgeton.
3.11.5. National Cycle Route No. 75 runs through the park,
connecting Lanarkshire with the city centre along the Clyde
Walkway.
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3.11.6. The park is located close to a large number of communities
and close to the city centre. It is accessible from a number
of points by foot including:
 the Saltmarket at McLellans Arch;
 Greendyke Street, Monteith Row, Greenhead Street and
Kings Drive;
 Adelphi Street via the St Andrews Suspension Bridge;
 Richmond Park via the Polmadie Bridge.

Community and Health
3.11.7. The communities of interest that use this area should be
considered, as its role is city-wide as opposed to being the
focus for a local people. Key community groups with an
interest in Glasgow Green and this part of the Clyde include
the Humane Society, Glasgow Rowing Club, Glasgow City
Council.

Peoples Palace

Land Use Change
3.11.10. Glasgow Green has been subject to a wide ranging
renewal and development programme in recent years.
Much of this change has come through the £15.5m
investment in the park from HLF, GCC and its partners.
This has included the £5m refurbishment of the Doulton
Fountain, the renewal of gateway entrances, installation of
lighting and CCTV and a wide range of landscaping
improvements.

3.11.8. As would be expected, the population density within
Glasgow Green is very low. However, Figure 3.11.2 shows
that there are significant populations located directly around
the park both to the north, east and south.
3.11.9. Glasgow Green is located in the east end of Glasgow, one of
the most socially deprived areas in Scotland. This is shows
by Figure 3.11.3 which indicates a low score in the rankings
for most of the communities directly attached to the park.

3.11.11. There are a range of other projects, current and planned,
which are designed to enhance and improve Glasgow
Green. These have included:
 the refurbishment and lighting of the Tidal Weir which
was undertaken as part of Glasgow Ci
t
yCounci
l
’
s
lighting strategy;
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 the Glasgow Boathouse Project which will provide a
new facility to replace the two existing boathouses
which are in poor condition;
 theStAndr
ew’
sSuspensi
onBr
i
dgehasr
ecent
l
ybeen
repainted to help ensure the sustainability of the major
refit which was undertaken in 1997.

Green Network Profile
3.11.12. The green network of the area (Figure 3.11.5) is
dominated by the parkland of Glasgow Green. However,
there is a significant amount of greenspace in the
communities around the park. These mostly comprise
areas of amenity greenspace associated with roadsides,
housing or other buildings.
3.11.13. The park provides unparalleled visual and physical access
to the Clyde in the urban area.
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Area Specific Objectives
It is also important that new schemes such as the history
trail in Glasgow Green and the connections with the
Peopl
e’
sPal
aceandGl
asgow’
sMuseum ofSocial History
are well publicised and promoted.

3.11.14. The diagram (Figure 3.11.6) and table below set out key
objectives for this action area. These objectives apply the
thematic objectives identified in the previous section of this
report within the specific setting of the Glasgow Green
area.

3.11.18. The Transport and Access theme is important in the area.
Glasgow Green is a key access corridor for communities
on both the north and south sides of the Clyde. The Clyde
Walkway forms part of the National Cycle Route so is an
important resource of national importance. There may still
be some reluctance to use the area for functional access,
particularly at night. The new installations of lighting and
CCTV should be promoted to encourage greater levels of
use. Larger numbers of users would help to improve the
passive policing of the park and create a virtuous circle of
use.

3.11.15. Theme 1, Planning and Development, is of importance in
this area. The renewal of Glasgow Green is seen as an
important component of the overall regeneration strategy
for the east end of Glasgow. A high quality environment in
the park is likely to attract further investment into the area.
3.11.16. The second theme (Community and Health) is also
important to the area. Glasgow Green serves a wide range
of communities, clubs and groups that are all active
stakeholders in its continued development and success.
There are also a range of communities directly connected
with the park that need to have a sense of ownership over
the park in order to ensure the park is developed in a
sustainable way. This needs to be encouraged by
continuing to work with local communities to identify how
they perceive the park and what their visions for it are.

3.11.19. The Environment theme is of particular importance in the
Glasgow Green action area. The park is the largest urban
greenspace in the study area and provides a green corridor
and wildlife corridor. Much of the space in the area is
formal parkland but locations such as the riverbanks may
provide important habitats for some species. There may
be scope to further improve the area as a habitat for a
range of species depending on future plans and
requirements for the park. Riparian biodiversity could form
a focus within this area, by further naturalisation of the
riverbanks and recognition of the role of the river itself as
part of the habitat network.

3.11.17. The Arts, Culture and Heritage theme is crucial in the
Glasgow Green Action Area. Much of the renewal of the
park has been built around reconnecting the modern
Glasgow Green with its history. The refurbishment of the
Doulton Fountain and the interpretation across the park
has renewed the interest in the historic importance of
Glasgow Green. The events that already take place in the
park such as guided walks should continue to provide a
range of audiences direct access to the history of the area.
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3.11.20. Economic Development and Tourism is a vital element of
the plans for the future use of Glasgow Green. The park is
used for a range of events including concerts, races,
funfairs and firework displays. Each of these contributes to
the local economy and attracts visitors to the area. These
types of events bring significant numbers of people to
Glasgow Green periodically. Major events should be used
to promote Glasgow Green as an all year round attraction
and resource in order to encourage greater use of the
area.
3.11.21. The River Clyde and its south bank and riverside walkway
should be considered as part of Glasgow Green, subject to
the same standards of quality and maintenance.
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Figure 3.11.6
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62

Encourage greater community use of Glasgow Green by continuing to hold community based
events in the park.

63

Promote Glasgow Green as part of a functional access network that links the surrounding
communities with the city centre and beyond.
The scope to provide further habitat enhancements should be investigated, particularly along
the riverside.
Glasgow Green should continue to be the focus for major events in Glasgow that encourage
people to visit and use the area.
Access to the water should be encouraged through the development and installation of
pontoons and canoe access points in line with the GCC Water Use and Access Plan
Naturalisation of the riverbank and improvement of the Clyde Walkway between the tidal weir
and Waddell Street on the south side of the river should be taken forward as priorities. There
is also considerable scope to improve the public realm around the Riverview estate, and to
recognise its role as part of the wider waterfront area.

64
65
66
67
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GCC, Gorbals, Calton,
Bridgeton
communities
GCC, Sustrans

M/L

Short term

H/H

Short term

GCC, SNH

M/M

GCC, Glasgow City
Marketing Bureau
GCC, watersports
clubs
GCC, SNH, GHA

H/H

Short to medium
term
Ongoing

H/H

Medium term

M/L

Medium term

